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Preface

by Dr G ] Wainwright

Archaeological investigation is a research activity

and as such requires policies for the best use of

archaeological resources, employing correctly identi-
fied academic priorities which are implemented
within an appropriate methodological framework.
Where the unavoidable destruction of archaeological
sites is concerned, the objective is to preserve them
through a record which ensures that the data is
preserved for furure generations as well as analysed
and disseminated for scholars of today and the
general public,

The extension of the M3 moterway south towards
Winchester has been an example of publicly financed
destruction of the man-made heritage along its route
and the response to this challenge has been orches-
trated by Pete Fasham and his colleagues for over a
decade.

The results of their investigations have been
published as a series of articles and monographs, as
well as popular publications for the general public
and the subject of this monograph is the investiga-
tion of the great interchange of roads which is sited
north of Winchester at Easton Lane. The problem

facing Mr Fasham and his team was how best to
investigate an apparently empty tract of 15 hectares
or more of featureless chalk downland which was
then in arable cultivation and surrounded by archaeo-
logical sites and find-spots. The elegant solution was
to devise a sampling strategy for 15 hectares which
was based on a 10% sample by transect, This was
followed by additional excavation where the sample
trenches indicated that this was necessary. The value
of this approach was amply demonstrated in the
unsuspected chronological depth that was revealed -
from the prehistoric to the historic periods.

Further the M3 project in general and Easton
Lane in particular has provided a rare opportunity to
investigate a large arca of chalk landscape and to
observe the development of human settlement
through some 4000 years, This opportunity has been
grasped firmly and with imagination by Mr Fasham.
The Easton Lane excavation and his report on it
vividly portrays the ebb and flow of the settlement
and whets the appetite for the integrative account of
the M3 project that is to follow.
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I had always hoped thar this report would be totally
complete when published and that there would be no
need for an author’s note. However circumstances
beyond our control mean that certain information
has not vet reached us.

The nature of the archaeological evidenee ensured
that the internal site chronology could be established
only by reliance on datable parallels for objects and
feature types from external sources. This was
supplemented by the use of distribution plans for
broadly dated items — mainly pottery — across the
site, whereby specific areas could be dated by refer-
ence to the dominant period find. The approach is
discussed in the section on post-excavation methodo-
logy. It was intended to supplement these broad
chronological suppositions with a series of radiocar-
bon dates from specific contexts. In August 1983 a
request for fifteen radiocarbon determinations was
submitted to the Ancient Monuments Laboratory of
which, for reasons of economy, nine were approved.
The nine were sent to Harwell in October 1983 and a
tenth submitted via the Ancient Monuments Labor-
atory in March 1985. These dates were highly rel-
evant to the report but so far only four certificates
and two provisional results have been received. One
sample is waiting for the small counter,

It proved impossible to receive guarantees of when
the results would be available and the changes in
personal circumstances of those involved in the
production of this report, which was completed in
1987, led o the decision to publish without the
complete list of radiocarbon dates. In order to
maintain the momentum of the work and to ensure 2
reasonably rapid publication this decision, although
regrettable, became unavoidable.

Two of the four samples for which certificates
have been received have produced results st odds
with the perceived chronologies. The most obvious
i5 HAR 6122 of 2740+70bp from a Bronze Age
inhumation with an amber necklace. In a Wessex
context this determination is perhaps 500 vears too
late. A second sample from that inhumation is being

Author’s Note

measured. Similarly the associations we perceived
for the date of HAR 6123 were about half a millen-
nium earlier than the results. It is difficult to fully
assess how many of the samples are producing or will
produce later than expected dates.

All three authors felt the necessity to make a
statement of their reasons for publishing their report
without the full list of radiocarbon dates. Interestingly,
if the man-months spent on post-cxcavation and
writing had been continuous from the end of the
excavation then the report would have been com-
pleted before any radiocarbon determinations were
received. [ take the opportunity at the foot of this
page to publish a [urther radiocarbon date from
Winnall Down. A full list of the radiocarbon dates
from the entire M3 project will be published in the
review of the project which will be published as
another monograph in this series.

The excavation, starting as a genuine sampling
procedure, was a very invigorating exercise for all
invalved although the area of the site investigated
produced problems in post-excavation. Therefore,
on a happier note, Richard Whinney and I would
like to express our gratitude to Dave Farwell for his
paticnt and painstaking contribution to the post-
excavation process and this report,

P J Fasham
June 1988
Bangor

Winnall Down
Further radiocarbon dare.

HAR 2651, 2440£100bp, 490+ 100bc, was on
animal bone from the primary silt of the main
enclosure ditch and associated with hacmatite coated
pottery.

This date should be compared with HAR 2653,
2560+ 80bp and HAR 2251, 2540+9%0bp from the
same ditch (Fasham 1985, 18).
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The Easton Lane project was a complex exercise and
the results published in this volume have been
achieved only by a considerable effort by many
people and organisations.

In the first instance, the assistance of the Depart-
ment of Transport through its consulting engineers
Mott, Hay and Anderson, led to the purchase and
fencing of the site some nine months before the road
was built. This contribution to the entire operation is
greatly appreciated.

The faith of the Department of the Environment’s
Direcrorate of Ancient Monuments and Historic
Buildings through its staff, especially Dr G | Wain-
wright, Mr 5§ Dunmore and Mr P Gosling in the
initial project design, its funding of the sampling
programme and its rapid support at the crucial time
when the scheme needed to be enlarged are warmly
acknowledged. Winchester City Council through its
Archaeology section, provided both office and living
accommaodation for the project team in addition to
one of the co-directors, and a handsome contribution
to the enlarged scheme. Hampshire County Council
also supported the larger scheme.

The excavation was directed by Peter Fasham and
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1017. Mr P Harding wishes to express his thanks to
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Abstract

Archaeological evaluation and large-scale excavation
at Easton Lane in 1982 and 1983, adjacent to the
previously excavated site of Winnall Down,
uncovered a wealth of material with dates ranging
from the middle of the fourth millennium BC up to
the early Medieval period. Traces of dispersed
settlements and land divisions, more commonly met
as isolated features, were followed in plan.

The remains included a Neolithic structure, a
burial with grave goods and conical pits, Early

Bronze Age cemeteries, a substantial Middle Bronze
Age settlement and ditch system, an Early Middle
Iron Age open scttlement which complements the
Early Iron Age and Middle Iron Age occupation
phases recorded at Winnall Down, Romano-British
burials and enclosures and an enigmatic Saxon
ditched enclosure.

The archive is housed at the Hampshire County
Museum Service.
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Chapter 1

Introduction

The Background

In 1976/77 the excavation of a prehistoric eccupation
site ook place at Winnall Down on the east side of
Winchester (Fasham 1985}, The area excavated was
located to the east of the Easton Lane Interchange,
now Junction 9 on the M3 motorway (Biddle and
Emery 1973). The results of the excavation at Win-
nall Down can be summarised as follows:

1. Neolithic circular feature of the fourth millen-
nium BC;

2. Later Bronze Age occupation with post-built
circular and other structures;

3. Early Iron Age enclosed settlement of sixth and
fifth century BC date. Internal zoning for different
activities was suggested;

4. An open settlement with separation of circular
buildings from areas of pits;

3. An arrangement of conjoined enclosures linked
with a ditched track of Late Iron Age origin and
lasting into the second century AD;

6. Traces of Medieval field dirches.

Problems raised by the 1976/77 excavations included
whether the western limits of the Late Bronze Age
and the unenclosed Middle Iron Age settlements had
been discovered and how far to the south the Roman
enclosures extended.

By 1981 it was certain that the motorway was
going to be built and that construction of Junction 9
would involve the excavation and redistribution of at
least 50,000 tonnes of chalk over an area of about 15
hectares (37 acres). The area of the Interchange had
been walked as part of the preliminary survey of the
route of the motorway and a few casual finds, mainly
of Medieval date, were collected in 1974, A geophy-
sical scan of the area had revealed no significant
anomalies. The lack of magnetic response is not too
surprising when the slightness of the archaeological
remains is taken into consideration. The farmer was
reluctant 1o allow fieldwalking to take place and thus
the amount of pre-éxcavation investigation was
limited. Aerial photography provided the most
information about the field in revealing the enclos-
ures of Winnall Down. The only erop or soil mark
between Winnall Down and the then Winchester
By-Pass, the A33, was a single lincar ditch running
north-south along the long axis of the Interchange

(Fig 1, site 5). Twenty-five archacological sites and
features of most periods surrounded the site
(Fig 1).

A costed project design for a sequential excavation
strategy based on a sampling programme was sub-
mitted to and approved by the Directorate of
Ancient Monuments and Historic Buildings of the
Department of the Environment. The land was
purchased by the Department of Transport approxi-
mately nine months before construction work began,
s0 a8 (0 enable the archaeological investigation to
take place. Fieldwork commenced in July 1982 and
was directed by Peter Fasham of the Trust for
Wessex Archacology and Richard Whinney of Win-
chester City Council, who were assisted initially by
John Hawkes of the Trust for Wessex Archaeclogy.
Most of the post-excavation work has been compiled
by David Farwell under the supervision of Peter
Fasham. The illustrations have been prepared by the
Trust for Wessex Archacology.

The Project Design

The broad but brief project design as submitted to
the Department of the Environment is in microfiche:
the precise details of the excavation design were
formulated after approval was given for the project.
The following section i an expanded version of the
design which helps to place the site in a broader
context.

The main problem for the project design was how
best to tackle an apparently empty tract of chalkland
which was surrounded by archacological sites. The
arca of the Easton Lane Interchange stood as an
island with almost no known archaeology in a sea of
archaeological sites and findspots. The 25 locations
shown on Fig 1 are all within 1300m of the site, the
majority being much closer. This excludes sites of all
periods from within the Roman, Saxon and Medieval
walls of Winchester,

Of all the sites shown on Fig 1, Winnall Down
(sites 1 and 2) with its long sequence of activity
primarily in the last millennium BC is the most
relevant (Fasham 1985). The linear ditch (site 5)
running north-south along the site has already been
mentioned. Immediately 1o the east are another
‘D¥-shaped enclosure (site 3) similar 10 Winnall
Down and an arrangement of one hexagonal enclos-
ure within another (site 43. A scatter of Medieval
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pottery has been recorded about 100m south of the

Interchange (site 18). Adjacent w 5t Swithun’s

School, to the south, aerial photographs revealed a
ring ditch (site 6), and a possible linear ditch (site 7).
These were examined as part of the subsequent
watching brief when the motorway was constructed.
There was no burial within the ring ditch but a few
sherds of pottery of a fabric similar to local Bronze
Age pottery were found in the ditch (Fasham and
Whinney forthcoming). Less than half a kilometre to
the southeast are three surviving round barrows (site
8). A number of Iron Age and Roman features and
enclosures (sites 10-13) were recorded from 1955
onwards as the Winnall housing estate was being
built (Collis 1978).

Until recently the best known parts of the archaco-
logy of the Winnall area were two Anglo-Saxon
cemeteries: Winnall I (site 14), a pagan cemetery of
the sixth century; and Winnall IT (site 15), inter-
preted as of later date and Christian (Meaney and
Hawkes 1970). At least one Anglo-Saxon burial is
known from St Giles® Hill (site 9). During the
excavation of the Winnall I cemetery, pits were
discovered containing sherds of Bronze Age globular
urns, more mundane Bronze Age pots and fragments
of quernstones (site 16, Hawkes 1969). Between the
Bronze Age pits and the Interchange, on the east of
the By-Pass, a possible ring-ditch had been identified
on acrial photographs (site 17). No trace of this
feature was discovered during the wartching brief so
it must have been contained within the topsoil
(Bowen 1975), Careful examination of topsoil was
not possible in the pressing circumstances of access
to the site where immediate subsoil disturbance
occurred. The area concerned had been used for
various activities in the recent past and it is quite
possible that the mark seen on the aerial photographs
was not of archasological ongin.

Morth of the site was a ploughed-out round
barrow (site 22), almost certainly a Bell barrow, with
a Wessex style cremation in the centre {Fasham
1982} and several pits containing very early Iron Age
pottery (site 23). Iron Age pottery is recorded as
having been found about 100m northeast of the
ring-ditch (site 24). Berween the ring-ditch and the
Interchange a geophysical anomaly (site 20) had been
recorded by Mr Clarke of the Ancient Monuments
Laboratory (Clarke 1975) and one sherd of possible
Iron Age pottery had been discovered from almost
the same location (site 213, In the northeast sector, a
track of uncertain date was visible on aerial photo-
graphs (site 19). An oval mark has been seen (by
PJF) from the air about 500m northeast of the
Interchange (site 25).

The Interchange therefore was an area of 15
heciares of more or less featureless arable land with
sites and findspots all around. It seemed unlikely
that such a large area could be devoid of all archaco
logy apart from the lincar ditch. The surrounding
archacology suggested several different elements that
might be examined:

I. The presence of any further Neolithic features:

EXCAVATION DESIGN

2. The western extent of both the later Bronze Age
and the Middle Iron Age features excavated at
Winnall Down;

3. The southern extent of the Roman enclosures
recorded at Winnall Down;

4, Traces of the Celtic field system in the area;

5, The Interchange seemed to possess the righ
topographic qualities 1o be the location of an Anglo-
Saxon settlement, which might have been related to
the two Anglo-Saxon cemeteries of Winnall. The
sites at Chalton (Addyman and Leigh 1973) and
Cowdrey’s Down (Millet 1980 were on the crest of
ridges. In 1986 two rectangular post-built structures
of Middle Saxon date were discovered at St Martin's
Close in Winchester, about 1.2km away from the
site. These were either part of a suburb of Winches-
ter or, more likely, a seperate rural settlement
(Morris 1986).

The Excavation Design

The excavation design incorporated three successive
stages of response, each dependent on the pre-
ceeding stage, with an initial programme designed
to last for eight weeks and exhaust the available
budget.

Stage One

In the absence of a corpus of practical sampling
experiences of settlement sites on the chalk of
England, it was decided that a 10% sample was the
minimum ares  that could be investigated to
determine whether a second stage of work was
necessary. The project design and  associated
costings were therefore based on an imital 10%
sample. Practical reasons dictated the use of tran-
sects. A 10% sample involved the removal of the
topsoil from 1.5 hectares (37 acres), a large operation
in its own right, This would have to be done by
machine and the most cost effective machine for
cleaning an area of that size is the Box Scraper. Thus
it was decided to use transects rather than quadrants,
as this provided the maximum exposure of the chalk
surface within the confines of both the original
estimate and the final budget.

The transects were to be cut across the main
north-south axis of the Interchange. The area of the
read junction included slip roads, a roundabout and
major carriageways of varying widths and thus the
area was divided into five zones, I-V, of comparable
widths and the transects sclected from each zone,
Fig 2. The transects were 2.-2.5m wide and were
selected within each zone on a random number basis.
The slip road to the east of the Interchange, zone 11
{Area H), was not available when the rest of the land
was acquired. Although it had been included in the
initial sampling design and transect selection, it
proved casier to completely strip it in one single
operation when it became available.

The éxcavation commenced on 2nd August 1982
and the machine clearance of the thirty transects
took about one and 3 half weeks,
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Fig 3.

Stage Two

Where archaeological features were identified in
Stage One, they were quickly evaluated in terms of
their date, nature and, by implication, their signifi
cance. Decisions were then taken to clear Areas /
and B with the D6 and Box before it went off hire.
This clearance was completed within two weeks of
the start of the excavation. The decision to open
Areas A and B immediately was based on the extent
and number of Iron Age features revealed in Area A
and their relationship to the established aims of the
project, and in Area B, evidence of Early Bronze Age
activity. From week two 1o week four, excavation of
Areas A and B proceeded alongside continuing
assessment of other transects, In week five, a Hymac
cleared further areas including more of the Bronze
Age area at B and the adjoining area at C. An area
where there appeared to be a concentration of post-
holes of uncertain date was also opened, Area D.
Two small areas north of Easton Lane were cleared:
Area E 1o sce how far west the Bronze Age [eatures
in Areas B and C extended; and Area F 1o investigate
the context of a Bronze Age cremation. By the
beginning of week six, with 9,200m* (2} acres) open,
I was possible 1o state that there was Iron Age
activity in Area A, that houses, ditches and pits of
probable Bronze Age date had been revealed (but not
excavated) in Areas B, C and E, that a Bronze Age
cemetery associated with post-hole structures exisied
in Area D and that Bronze Age features existed in
Area F. It was possible 1o suggest, erroncously as it
proved, that there might be a substantial structure of
prehistoric date in the south of Area B. The site was
clearly of some importance and it was obvious that
not all the features revealed could be excavated

EXCAVATION DESIGH

Easton Lane. Area D from the south; initial machine strip as in August 1982 (see Fig 4).

within the remaining two weeks and budget. This
led to the submission of a report to the Department
of Environment outlining the need for Stage Three

Stage Three

The report that was submitted to the Department of
the Environment contained the following proposals:

The maximum response to adequately investigate and record
thix important archaeological site is 1o strip the 2 hectares of feld
between Arcas A, B and 1) and also, to a certain extent, to the
solth of D, This would take about an extra 12 weeks and cost
£20,252

The minimum response 1o fullv excavate and record what is
now exposed and 1o wir and excavate all the complex timber
structures adjacent 1o the BarlyvMiddle Bronze Age mixed
cemetery would oot £6,8% and take an extra five weeks of
cxcavation. Detidls of costing for both options are appended.

Motorway construction is now schediled 1o starn in the New
Year and the site will be oqally destroved by the constrisction of
the Interchange. The archacological remaims are slight and it
woaild be impossable to record them during construction. The
maxumum response suggested B the only way in which the
academic imporiance of the site can be properiy fulfilled. The
minimum response, while schicving a basic record,, does represent
a compromise of academic and archaeo Al principles in rela-
tion 10 what may be one of the most @ wtint Bronee Age sires
ever excavited under modern conditions in England

These proposals were prepared on 6th September
and submitted 1o the Department of Environment
on 9th September. The excavation was scheduled to
stop on 24th September if no further funds were
forthcoming. As volunteer recruitment had not been
quite as high as planned, there was a small balance of
money that enabled the team to be kept in the field
bevand 24th Sepiember 1982,

By the 28th of Seprember a package had been
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i g . ‘ the Environ-
verbally agreed with the Department ol :fn e
ment 1]'1.-1t‘wuuld enable the maximum res p:l R n
pursued. The agrecment was as follows, 1

to the original grant of £14,746.

Wessex Archaeological Commillee

i 350
savings on other current projects 2
Wessex Archacological Commutiee ¢1.853
interest on DoE funds EE:SUﬂ
Additional DoE grant ~~ ~_ ——
) £16,903

Total

In addition Hampshire County Council rcarmndtl‘d
immediately with a grani of £500 later t_qﬂlxm'cfi m__-t
further £1,750. Winchester District (,uun!:,ti
approved a £2,000 grant. Great credit is due D 4
those who were able to respond 50 _F'U““""_ﬂ'." "’}d
quickly and raise the £21,153. Later in the financial
vear Winchester District generously granted another
£2.000 rowards the cost of the project. _

Following the confirmation of funding, it was
intended to complete the topsoil strip and Ili'l(.‘ excas
vation by Christmas 1982. The topsoil strip was to
include the zone between Areas A and C and south of
the linear ditch which joined them to about 50m
south of Area D. The sample transects north of this
ditch had revealed no archaeological features of
significance. Area F was to be enlarged and Area H,
which had not been available at the start, was to be
stripped. A geophysical survey was 1o be carried out
around Area G to see if there were further archaeo-
logical features. A self-elevating motorised scraper
was the only machine available on the market at the
time, but wet conditions, after a small amount had
been stripped, meant that it would not function
properly. It was replaced by a Hymac dumping into
a combination of Shawnee-pull and Velve dump
truck., but this was clearly not cost-effective. Area H
had still not been made available. It was decided
therefore to close the excavation down at the end of
Nu'.'u:mt'u_-_r and to restart in mid-February when it
was possible to proceed with the topseil strip.
Including the transects, an ar¢a of 5 hectares (121
acres) was excavated. The site was handed over to
the Department of Transport on the agreed date of
1st April 1983,

The Watching Brief

The small triangle of land immediately south of Area
B was not available during the main excavation and
nor were the areas between the Interchange and the
;"I.S_:’-.. on both sides of Easton Lane :
private ownership. Access to these
acquired by the contractor and
contractors for offices and tem,
Arrangements  were

as they were in
IWo areas was

porary accomodation,

made by the ¢ 1
Arrange \ consultin
enginers, Mott, Hay and Anderson, for Hrch:it‘uh:gi.g

.-E.{I :.;'nrk following a contractor’s clearance of over
HITUE arts = hici f
urden. In parts of these areas a sufficient period of
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various sub-

R I: lN'I'RU!}l’l:'.'I'IHH

time accrued between clearance Lill'ld the star o
groundworks for a controlled watching brief e
place. In effect this meant that all visible featyye
could be planned and partly excavated. Elsewhgre
the clearance was of limited value or there was g,
rime available for archaeological interpretatigq
These areas are indicated in Fig 4 as salvage woek
The area south of Easton Lane was ‘i'-'siﬁmtmi
Mowlems Compound (Mgc) and that to the pomy
as Blackwell’s Compound (Bc). This work involyeg
the observation and recording of five hectary
(12} acres) in a 34 week period in May 1983 by ,
team of five.

Excavation Method and Recording

The development of the excavation, watching brief
and salvage work has been presented in some deta
as it demonstrates the logical outcome of the sam.
pling strategy and gives an opporiunity o assess the
approaches adopted and by implication the quality of
the total record from the different forms of work.

The method of excavation following topsoil
clearance was straightforward. The surface of the
chalk was usually cleaned and all visible features
planned at 1:50. Most features were half-sectioned
(at least) and the sections were recorded at 1:10. A
higher priority was given to features of Neolithic and
Bronze Age date to those of the Iron Age. All
post-holes and pits of the carlier periods were
completely excavated, often sicved and extensively
sampled for flotation. In the Iron Age area it was
decided to only half-section pits and to half-section
no more than 50% of the post-holes. The additiond
data likely to be retrieved by complete excavation of
all post-holes was not thought substantial cnough [
aid interpretation of the site. In Area B a lan
number of namral features (? tree-holes) wem
planned and partly excavated. It was decided at the
outset that 10% was the minimum sample o b
excavated from ditches, but in many areas o
archaeological sensitivity the minimum was greatly
exceeded. Indeed in Area D, 50% of one ditch W
excavated. In all, a length of 1,330m of ditch &
recorded in plan, of which an average of 13.68%w=
excavated, This included 450m, of ditch in the
watching briefs where only a minimal sample ¥&
possible (lowest recorded 2.86%)

Of the 5,195 context numbers allocated, 261 <&
used 10 record the ditches. There were 216 pits
which 144 were unphased and many of % hich ma}
have been natural, 1,415 post-holes, 186 other
features and at least 200 natural features. :

It is not possible to produce figures for totals ot
records and samples by features compatible ¥
those produced in Table 1 of the Winnall |]1“':""'
report (Fasham 1985), as the same level of 3008 7

. T T s o maie
computer facilities was no longer possible. It |F--1'_1:!t
interesting to note that 11,278 contexts ¥

recorded from the 1.26 hectares (3§ acresj ol mum:s
Down, compared to 5,195 contexts from 10 hectal
(25 acres) on the Interchange.

L

- M)

Fig 4.

Easton Lane
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Fig 5. Easton Lane. Aerial view of !hc §i[c w_uh
Winnall Trading Estate. Winchester City Council.

Post-Excavation Methods

In accordance with Prof Cunliffe’s report on pu blica-
tion (DoE 1975), a research design for post-
excavation recommending only a basic Ir:_-.'ct of work
was prepared in March 1984 and E;uh(nutcd 10 the
Depariment of the Environment/English Heritage.
Although the first two sections are summaries of
material included elsewhere in this report, the full
statement 15 included below.

1. Introduction

a)  Extensive excavation of about 5 hecrares (12} acres)
followed 3 successful sample excavation. Burial and settlement
remains, ditch syatems eic were found dating 1o the Late Neols-
thic, the Bronee Age, Iron Age, Roman and Medieval periods,

bY  Subsequent work during the M3 Watching Brief revealed
further prehistoric and Roman feamres over an additional 4.75ha
(12 acres) of site known as Blackwells Compound and Mowlem's
Compound, This material is 10 be incorporated into the projeca

¢! The site is adjacent to the Winnall Down excavations of
1976-7, a report on which was completed in early 1980 by P |
Fasham. The Hampshire Field Club have now agreed to publish
that report, It will mor be amended in light of the recent
excavanons, therefore the Easton Lane project and publication
will have 1o include pertinent revisions of parts of Winnall Down.

1. Repori Digest

The site involved the excavation of a number of unusoal
features relatmg to prehastoric funerary and settlement remains,
which included a proportion of Iren Age material not covered by
the Winnall Down excavation. The artefacts sssociated with the
kater Mealithic and Bronee Age remains do not constituie a great
volume although the features covered a large area. It is thus
proposed that these elements be published in full, that the Tron
Age data be treated summarily, allowing for integration with

Winnall Down, and that the Roman and Medieval compaonents be
simalarly treated,

3, Primary Processing and Research
All classes of data will be incorporated into the Wini:hess
Ceancil computer facility inte which \
have alresdy been translated.

a) Produce on computer full context
related finds and environmental ag

er City
data base the field records

catalogues of all
Tibutes

ER 1: INTRODL JICTION

b1 Produce from a) phased context catalogues and relevan

1§~ . o
I1"l=1j.'|Fj1. gﬂln-ﬂ\-\h of flimt artefacts for cultural affinities agng
C iy

planation of unusual relationships with other anefact types
ox Ypes;

ul [0 COmpuier. ’
g 41 Detailed fabric and form analysis of all ceramics 16 be
related to previows records from Winnall Down; inpat 1
oM PUiET. )
¥ r-c\ Analysis of non-ceramic material remains and inpyt 1o

compuater.
o II|": ﬂrg,mmal:ulll of faunal remains PrOgrRUmnIme once ph,a_“ns

attributes are finally determined.
g Organisation and distribution te specialists of Aora

samples and further radio-carbon, molluscan and pedological

samples as relevant, )
kY Intra-site anabysis of structural forms both comtemporsry

and diachronsc. i :

it Intra-site analysis of all artefact types to determine
criteria for establishing variable funcrional activity arcas across the
entire 15 hectare site, Both contemparary and diachronic aspects
will have 1o be considered.

4, Archive i )
Ttems 3a-3i should create the full archive for the site

5. Secondary Rescarch
In parallel with 3c-3e, re-cvaluate by same methods the prehis-

taric finds from the Winnall IT Anglo-5axon cemetery and oaher
finds in the area of the Winnall trading and housing estates which
adioin the western limits of the excavated zone.

6. Ancillary Rescarch ) )

At this s1age, it is not believed that further detailed ancillary
research is needed apart from the obvious consideration, within
both the archive and the level 4 texts, of sites of similar date and
nature.

7. Publication

It is too early 1o make firm recommendations for publication,
but a monograph in the Hants Field Club series to supplement
Winnall Down scems the logical choice once detailed proposals
can be formulaed,

The deviation of the actual post-excavation pro-
gramme from the stated objectives needs to be
noted. The most obvious and critical component was
the absence of the computer facility. Although 3
partially-cleaned field record data-base was estib-
lished on the Winchester City Council Archaeology
section microcomputer, it was never developed 5
had been hoped. The main problems were access 1]
the heavily-subscribed yet still developing ‘-.'l',‘m_.:hcs--
ter system and the physical separation of e
computer facility in Winchester {rom the workbase
in Salisbury. Had the Winchester software been fully
developed it would probably have been worth
making suitable arrangements for data capture 18
Salisbury and moving it to Winchester. There W&
no suitable computing facility available in Salisbury
and thus, at an carly stage, it was decided to do the
work manually. This decision was taken with %
siderable reluctance after experiences of writing Uf
M3 sites with computer assistance (Fasham an
Hawkes 1980). In fact, the manual integration of the
finds and structural evidence was not the oneros
task it might have been, although the analyss |
distribution of the ceramics would have been aidé
by machine-based procedures. o

The intra-site analyses of structure Ilﬂlj_i*“_ﬂj:"'s
(points 3h and 3i in the post-excavation design) were

completed on 1:200 scal
diagnostic artefacts beca
and debates about the i
phasing. An abbrevi:
compiled on a word pro
tures were planned on
produced of the dimens
and depths, which occas
allocation of specific pos
the main thrusts of the
gramme was considerat
ation of widely-disperse
staving within both
‘archaeological style® an
financial reasons, of the
drawings in the volume.
to standardise publishe
reader’s orientation. In
at a scale of ¢ 1:500, de
Bronze Age structures
ance with the post-exc
Iron Age structures are
It was a futile exercise »
o attempt to define stru
seemed o be discret
These were assumed to
ding of structure upon s
within these clusters »
unlike Winnall Down.
the context numbers as:
to features and structur
structures a prefix has b
RS to distinguish circul
rectangular structures r
lined above were the ma
dealing with the Prima
The steps taken obvio
paper archive.

On a stratified site,
structed by cstablishin
structures, floors and o
ated contexes. Residual
tery or other artefacts ca
on the basis of wear, n
tigraphic security. Thi:
processes. The associal
dated by their related a

Table 1. Comtext fnodence

Area A H_

I 3 1.7 .

2 3 1L K
3 A4 23T S

4 18 1065 X
5 12 7.0 4
6 37 21.89 2
7 45 .63
E 37 21.B9 1
9 1 05 0
m 9 533 13
169 i
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completed on 1:200 scale plans. The distribution of
diagnostic artefacts became crucial in the arguments
and debates about the internal site chronology and
phasing. An abbreviated context record was
compiled on a word processor basis, post-hole struc-
tures were planned on separate sheets, and plots
produced of the dimensions of posi-hole diameters
and depths, which occasionally helped to resolve the
allocation of specific post-holes to structures. One of
the main thrusts of the inital post-excavation pro-
gramme was consideration of the graphic present-
ation of widely-dispersed data from a large area while
staying within both the traditional bounds of
‘archaeological style’ and the likely restrictions, for
financial reasons, of the number of pull-outs or large
drawings in the volume. It is hoped that the attempt
to standardise published plan scales facilitates the
reader’s orientation. In general, large area plans are
at a scale of ¢ 1:500, details of the Neolithic and/or
Bronze Age structures are at 1:100 and, in accord-
ance with the post-excavation research design, the
Iron Age structures are dealt with at a scale of 1:200.
It was a futile exercise with the Iron Age post-holes
to attempt to define structures, because there already
seemed 1o be discrete clusterings of post-holes,
These were assumed to indicate considerable rebuil-
ding of structure upon structure. Individual patterns
within these clusters were not readily detectable,
unlike Winnall Down. In both text and illustration
the context numbers assigned during the excavation
to features and structures are retained, in the case of
structures a prefix has been added, eg CS, LS, M5 or
RS to distinguish circular, linear, miscellaneous and
rectangular structures respectively. The matters out-
lined above were the main areas of concern tackled in
dealing with the Primary Processing and Research,
The steps taken obviously led to the creation of a
paper archive,

On a stratified site, the phasing sequence is con-
structed by establishing the relationship between
structures, foors and other stratigraphically associ-
ated contexts. Residual and intrusive sherds of pot-
tery or other artefacts can be discerned and evaluated
on the basis of wear, relative proportions and stra-
tigraphic security. This involves certain subjective
processes. The associated context groups are then
dated by their related artefact groups.

Table I, Context incidence of datable pottery by Area,

Area A
Phase No

D E

1 1720

POST-EXCAVATION METHODS 9

At Easton Lane there was no stratigraphic
sequence and most of the features contained few, if
any, finds. The artefactual dating evidence has there-
fore been considered in terms of distribution pat-
terns, and the phased sequence owes more to the
excavation and post-excavation interpretation of fea-
ture types and groups related to a broad artefactual
pattern.

Iron Age and Roman pottery had a restricted
distribution and the negative evidence of its absence
is of importance in considering the distribution of
earlier material. Quite often groups of features and
post-holes are dated by the absence of later material
and by the presence of sometimes just a very few
sherds. Large areas of the site have been phased in
this manner, the assumption being that it is more
useful and reasonable to place undated features in
phase groups covered by the pottery distribution.
Most of the Bronze Age areas of the site are dated in
this manner. The pottery distributions are shown on
the relevant phase plans where the discrete nature of
the prehistoric distributions is manifest. There is a
wider spread of Medieval pottery, which is presumed
to be intrusive from the spreading of night soils from
Winchester. A sherd of Medieval pottery and frag-
ments of slate were intrusive in pit 1700 which con-
tained an inurned Bronze Age cremation. The
evidence for the Medieval period may be understated.

In view of the observations relating to Medieval
ceramics it was decided to assess the relative effect of
interpretation on feature type, phase and area. As
this was to be a working puide to the internal
security of the phasing, based on the preliminary
pottery data and for use during the post-excavation
process, a swift comparative method which lent itself
to simple graphic representation was preferred to a
more rigorous, statistically valid test.

The data was ordered in two ways. In the first,
occurrence of phase (1-10) was checked against the
main Areas (A-H). Phase occurrence was gauged
firstly by the incidence of contexts with datable
pottery (Table 1) and then by the incidence of
features sorted to phase by reference to that pottery
(Table 2). Any significant changes could then be
noted when considering the security of specific areas
and/or phases (see also Fig 6).

The second way involved cross-checking the main

F G H Be Mc

No % No % No W No % No % No % No %

1 3 - L] 35 10— 0 ==
Z 3 - 1 720 - = 6 1500 0 — i} 3 30.00
3 4 237 9 13640 - 4 690 - 3 1250 2 500 0 - g = 1 10.00
4 18 10.65 20 30,300 - 22 37931 2500 0 - 3 75001 3031 33331 10000
5 120 710 4 6060 = 1 720 - i R 6 15.00 0 - = 2 .00
6 37 2189 2 3030 - 4 65901 2500 0 - 0 = 1. 3030 = 0 -
7 45 26.63 1] o - 0 0 = 0 = | s 0 - || b =
B 37 -21.89 I 1320 - 1 Y720 - L) 39090 - 0 -
& 1 058 0O 0 - 0 - A 2 ’ 19 57.58 0 0 -
10 9 5,33 1522732 100 24 41.382 50.00 19 5000 9 27.27°2 66663 30.00
169 (] 2 58 4 24 el LR 3 10
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Fl‘t{::s,‘m}{_ bar charts, showing the evolution of fully-phased features
potiery in Areas A and D, and for fearure types — pits, post-holes and

Table 2. Feature incidence of

Area A B
Phase No % MNo
1 1 303 0
2 1 303 3 |
3 1 303 1
4 3 %09 7 3
5 0 = 1
6 6 1818 1
7 12 36.36 0
3 £ 2424 0
. S | 303 0
I o0 - fi
33 19

Table 3. Incidence of contexi
wpe. Ph = post-hole

Ph Pit
Phase No % No

1 i 375 4 2
2 4 500 12 6
3 2 250 10 5
4 18 2250 15 8
5 5 82§ 5§ 3
6 11 13.75 14 7
7 7 B75 30 1€
B . S Pl T S L
9 7.50 5§ 3
10 21 26.25 48 I3
50 177
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Table 2. Feature icidence of datable pottery by Area.

Arca A B C Iy E
Phase MNo % No % No % No % No

] 1 303 0 - i} ] (1]

Z 1 3.03 3 15790 0 = 0

3 I 3.03 1 5.26 0 1 2270

4 i 909 7 36820 28 63.64 0

30 - 1 5.26 0 0 e 1

6 6 1818 | 5.26 0 1 2271

7 12 3636 0 0 - 4 9090

8 8 2424 0O || R 3 6820

9 1 103 0 (1] - i (1]

o0 0 6 31582 100 T 15911

33 19 2 4+ E]

Table 3. Incidence of contexis o

th databie pottery by feature

wpe. Ph = post-k
Ph Dirch Gully
Phase Mo No % Mo o
l 3. 305 4 2.26 3 1 5.26
2 .| 500 12 6.78 4 L]
3 2 250 ‘10 5.65 . 0 -
4 18 22,50 15 3.17 21 F 10.53
5 5 625 3 2.82 13 . 10.53
] I 14 7.91: 15 ] 31.58
T 7 875 30 1695 B 4 21.05
8 3 375 34 1921 2 1 5.26
9 6 7.50 k] 2.82 10 1 5.26
10 21 2625 48 2712 22 2 10.53
1] 177 104 19

feature types = post-hole, pit and ditch — against the
phases (1-10) and comparing their relative fre-
guency. The incidence of phased material was abu-
lated in four ways: 1) number of contexts per feature
type which included datable pottery; 2) number of
features per type which included darable pottery; 3)
number of features per type which were then phased
by reference to that pottery; and 4) total number of
features per type which were assigned to phase by
pottery and by association (Tables 3-6 and Fig 6).

From this it can be scen that interpreration has
muted the occurrence of Medieval pottery both in
Area D and in post-holes in general. To a lesser
extent Early Bronze Age pottery in Areas B and I
has been played down, whereas the Middle Bronze
Age component has been increased in those arcas.
Phase 4 Middle Bronze Age ditches and post-holes
and Phase 7 Early Middle Iron Age post-holes show
a marked increase afier interpretation. Obvious
changes such as these could then be checked against
the site records to see if the underlying interpretive
assumptions were realisiic

Most of the post-excavation work was done with
reference to preliminary pottery reports and phase
sequences, which were periodically refined and
enlarged, eg an inital Bronze Age component was
subdivided into Middle and Late Bronze Age and a
Middle Iron Age component into Early Middle and
Middle Iron Age. In some cases material submirted
for specialist consideration was ordered according to
these earlier phase sequences, er slag and seeds, and
the reports still reflect this. However, in some cases,

POST-EXCAVATION METHODS

F G H Bc Mc
% No % No % No % No % No %

0 0 - 0 - 0 0

0 - FE 0 - 0 - 0 -

2 1667 0 0 0 - 1 14.29

0 - 0 3 1111 2 66661 14.29
33,33 0 - 0 0 - 1 33332 2857
33.33 0 - 0o | 0 - L]

] 0 0= 0 = 0 -

] 0 - 1 370 0 0 -

0 - 0 - 17 62.9% 0 - 0 -
33.3310 B3.33 ¢ 6 22.22 0 3 4986
£ l_=' : - = z z

Table 4. Incidence of features with datable pottery by feature
tvpe. Ph = post-hole

Ph Pit Ditch Gully
Phase No % Mo % No % No %
1 2 256 2 194 | 1.70. 0 =
2 4 5.13 4 388 4 6,78 0 -
3 2 2.56 7 L 6.78 0 -
4 16 20,51 13- 12.62 10 16.95 2 18.18
5 5 6.4l 2 194 7 11.86 1 9.09
6 11 14.10 10 971 9 15.25 4 36,36
7 6 769 16 1553 5 847 2 18.18
b 4 513 16 1553 2 3.39 1 9.09
9 7 B.97 5 485 4 6.78 0
10 21 2692 28 27.18 13 2203 1 9.09

18 103 59 1§

Fable 5. Incidence of featres directly phared by pottery by
feature tvpe. Ph = post-hole.

Ph Pit Ditch Gully
Phase No % Mo % Mo 5% No %
1. 283 1 L6 O - 0 =
2 ] -- 3 500 0 - 0 -
3 2 526 3 5.00 0 =0 -
4 14 %84 &6 10,00 2 13.33 1 50,00
2 526 0 2 13.33 0
] L] 7.89 § 833 1 6.66 0 -
| ] 7.89 9 1500 0 -] 50,00
3 2 526 B 13.33 D =) -
4 3 1316 5 .33 3 2,00 0
10 6 15.79 20 33,33 7 46.66 0
38 i) 15 2

Table 6. Incidence of feansres direc tly phased and phased by
association by feature tvpe. Ph = post-hole,

Ph Pit Ditch Gully
Phase No % Mo % No % No %o
| 2 024 0 Qa - 0
2 6 1,89 ] - 0
3 16 1.89 -0
4 380 44.81 10 47.73 0
3 1 012 0 - 6 13.64 0
b 1 012 5 694 1 22T D -
7 401 47.2% 8 11.11 1 22122 100
L] I 0.12 16 .22 1 227 0
9 a8 236 5 6.9 6 13.64 0
10 2 024 19 26,39 8 18.18 @
848 72 44 22
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an effort was made o

especially the animal bone,
[ dara and

submit the material with limited subjective
use, where possible, direct pottery associalions, Even
when this involved giving samples combined phase
pstimates. In this way the specialist had a clearer
view of the relative reliability of the samples and in
some cases the specialist’s evidence was used 1o
confirm or deny initial phase allocation; g pits 537
and 5103 contained animal bones of a size which
accorded with a Medieval date, while pit 6083 was
included in Phase 2 Late Neolithic by reference to its
flintwork.

PTER I: INTRODUCTION

No secondary research was undertaken on the
prehistoric material from the Winnall IT Anglo.
Savon cemetery and the obvious corollary is that ng
auxillary research was done. In 1986 the preliminary
statements on phasing, the validity of the assump.
tions inherent within those statements, and general
hypotheses  about the site du_l.'c!upmm: Were
discussed in Salisbury at a seminar attended by
members of the team working in various ways on the
project and by an invited group of specialists in later
prehistory. Nevertheless, the statements in this pub-
lication remain the responsibility of their authors,
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Chapter 2

The Development of the Site

Phase 1. Neolithic (Fig 7)

Pottery of Early or Middle Neolithic type was recov
ered from ffteen contexts. Pottery generally
regarded as Neolithic is also included within this
category. Most sherds are small residual fragments
in later features or otherwise disturbed contexts. A
number of Meolithic or Late Neolithic sherds in the
north of Area B hint at a period of activity earlier
than the Phase 2 pits.

In Area B, post-hole or shallow pit 1587 contained
three sherds of Peterborough ware and four other
Neuolithic sherds including a plain rim from a bowl,
This post-hole was paired with post-hole 1589, A
sherd of Neolithic pottery was found in close prox-
imity in post-hole 1509 which may have formed the
northwest corner of a possible four-post structure
within CS 2341, a Middle or Late Bronze Age
post-ring, and so0 could be a disturbed context.

In Area E ditch 1054, a Middle to Late Bronze Age
feature, contained a quantity of Neolithic prOLTery
which included a rimsherd (Fig 86.2). It is probable
that the ditch cut or ran close to a Neolithic feature,

A very small Neolithic rimsherd was found in
Phase 4 feature 6039 in Area Mc and further sherds
of Nealithic pottery were discovered in later features
in Areas A and H and in transect 20.

Phase 2. Late Neolithic (Fig 8)

Late Neolithic pottery was recovered from sixteen
features. It is possible to allocate six of these features
to this phase with a reasonable degree of confidence,
The Late Neolithic pottery in the remaining ten
features is assumed to be residual.

The six features are a post-built circular structure,
an amorphous feature and four pits, two of which
contained human remains. Three other pits contained
sherds of Beaker or indistinguishable Late Neolithic
or Early Bronze Age pottery. In addition, one contain-
ing contemporary flintwork will be considered in this
phase, and five features in Area B will be discussed,
although only two contained dating material

Circular structure 3918 in feature group 653
(Figs 9 and 10)

Feature group 653 in Area G was a depression, 0.3m
deep, with gently sloping sides Ccovering an area of

about 135m?, It was discovered during the routine
cleaning of transect 26 when sherds of Peterborough
ware and Beaker were found. The topsoil was strip-
ped as part of Stage 3 and the whole feature was
excavated in 0.10m deep spits and by Im squares
(Fig 11) so thar all finds could be relocated 1o within
0.1m*. Within the group of features a circular
structure, 3918, was represented by a circle of
sixteen post-holes forming a diameter of 4.75m,
although at the base of the depression the diameter
was only 3m. Post-holes 3889 and 3891 could have
formed a splayed entrance facing southeast and, if
the walls were founded on the top edge of the
depression and extended from the entrance posts, the
diameter of the structure would have been about 7m.

In this way, the group of four small pits, 3919, pit
3802 and a pit, 3831, with burnt material (possibly a
hearth) would have been within the hut. The vertical
distribution of the pottery (Fig 10) within the main
area of the structure suggests that the feature could
have been of Late Neolithic date, because three of
the four sherds in the bottom spit were of Neolithic
type, the fourth being a sherd from a Late Bronze
Age jar (Fig 88.61). A sherd from a Neolithic bowl
was on the southern lip of the structure (Fig #6.3).
There is clearly an admixture of later ceramics, both
Bronze Age and Medieval, in the upper fills of this
complex and, while a date later than the Neolithic
cannot be ruled our for at least some of the features,
it seems reasonable to assume that all the features in
group 633 are broadly contemporary. The only
significant animal bones were the remains of an adult
steer from the partially excavated pit 537. Samples of
animal bone from two base layers within structure
3918 were submitted for radiocarbon determin-
ations. Preliminary dates of 2490+ 100bp (HAR
6120) and 3090+90bp (HAR 6121} were received
Unfortunately these would seem more likely to
reflect later contamination than secure dates for the
structure’s period of use,

Pit 5456

Pit 5456, cut by the Late Saxon ditched enclosure
3635, was 50m north of feature group 653. The pit
was circular, 1.10m in diameter and 0.34m deep
(Figs 13 and 14). The acidic nature of the soil in this
area, where there was considerable decalcification,
led 1o the erosion of the surfaces of the fourteen
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Fig 14. Easton Lane. Phase 2, Late Neolithic.
Area F: pit 5456 showing bone and antler.
View from the cast, scales 0.5m vertical
and 0.25m horizontal.
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sherds of Grooved ware found within it. The 3p7
pieces of dumped waste flint in this pit were Proh.
ably derived from an adjacent knapping floor and
included refitting flakes (Fig 99.31). The pit con.
tained a considerable amount of animal bone which
included a tibia of an auroch and five fragments o
unworked red deer antler. A piece of the angler o
been submitted for radiocarbon determinaion
(HAR 8882) and a date of 380070 bp received

After calibration to two levels of confidence a dage af

2470-2040 BC results (Pearson and Stuiver 1986),

Pits in Area B

Pit 80 (Figs 13 and 15) was conical with a surface
diameter of 2.4m and a basal diameter of 0.5m, [
was 2.4m deep and had a volume of 4.04m?: in the
lower fills there were no artefacts. There were two
possible shallow features, 851 and 852, cut into the
top of pit 80 which were distinguishable only in
section and thus there is no separation of finds
between them. From these features came a small
coral or fossil sponge bead (Fig 104.1) and 53 sherds
of pottery from at least seven vessels which included
an Early-Middle Neolithic plain bowl (Fig 86.1), 2
plain Peterborough ware rim (Fig 86.4), a Beaker
handle (Fig 86.26}, a rim of an Enlarged Food Vessel
urn (Fig 87.36) and a rim and a collar from two
Collared urns (Fig 87.37,38). Also at this level there
was a small greensand fragment possibly from s
quernstone. All the pottery was in the top, intrusive,
deposits from features 851 and 852 and would seem
10 post-dare the digging and use of pit 80 which in

pit 80 from the south after removal o

size and profile was di
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size and profile was directly comparable to pit 1017.
Antler from layer 869, which was below the disturb
ance in pit 80, was submitted in 1983 for radiocarbon
determination (HAR 6115) bur results have not yel
been received.

Pit 1017 was also conical with surface and basal
diameter of 2.90m and 0.60m respectively and with a
depth of 2.08m, and had a volume of 6.50m* (Fig
16). A human burial and the amount of pottery are
the main areas of interest in this pit. Burial 2752 (Fig
17}, of a 35-45 vear old male, was inserted into the
pit when it was more than half full. The burial was
observed as being in the cut represented by laver
1049, The remains were only partially preserved bhut
it was clear that this had been a crouched inhumation
with the head on the south edge of the pit and the
feet extending halfway across the pit. The arms had
been tucked up in front of the chest but only the
hands survived m site. In the area of the groin were
five barbed and tanged arrowheads (Fig 95.1-5) and
four fragmentary antler spatulae (Fig 96.1-2, Fig
97.34). These nine objects had perhaps been in a
bag. Just above the groin was a bone awl (Fig 97.5)
with a sixth barbed and tanged arrowhead (Fig 95.6)
lying on it. A nest of struck flakes was close to the hands.

Differential disintegration may provide a prosaic
answer for the absence of some bones without the
need to invoke excarnation or scavenging, and of
course there are examples of disarticulated Beaker
burials, such as Barrow Hills, Oxfordshire (Bradley
pers com). However, the looseness of the fill may be
indicated by the displacement of some vertebrae to a
location between the feet and the hands and thus
there exists the likelihood of preferential disturbance
of the top of the pit by burrowing animals. Also
discovered among the remains was a molar tooth
Irom a second individual, though no other indi-
cations of a second burial were present.

The burial seems to have been infilled reasonably
rapidly. Ninety-six sherds of pottery were found in
and above 1049, indeed there were no artefacts
discovered below 1049. The earlier prehistoric pot-
tery was recovered as follows: two sherds from 1049,
one of which was a Grooved ware sherd (Fig 86.10)
which fied with the single sherd from 1040; two
sherds from 1044; three from 1042: 26 from 1019:
and 37 from 1018. From the latter context were 16
sherds of Iron Age, Roman and Medieval dare.
There were two sherds of Fengate ware (Fig 86.7-8),
but the majority of the earlier prehistoric pottery was
Grooved ware (Fig 86.9-17,19-22,24,25). Unlike pit
80, where there were clearly intrusive cuts into the
top, the upper fills of 1017, lavers 1018 and 1019,
were broad thick layers slumping into the top of the
pit and incorporating material which was either
contemporary with the pit or residual and lying
around on adjacent areas.

Pit 4775 (Fig 13) was 18m southeast of pit 1017, It
was a shallow circular pit with vertical sides, 0.35m
deep and 0.75m in diameter. In the upper fll, 4776,
which was possibly a secondary feature cut into the
top of 4775, were two fragments of human bone and
21 sherds of Lare Neolithic pottery including sherds
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of possible Fengate and possible Peterborough ware,
One further sherd was in the lower fill, 4792,

Immediately east of a straight line joining pits 80
and 1017, an arc of pits or post-holes extended for a
length of about 15m (Fig 34). Four of the features.
365, 367, 372 and 374, were circular with mainly
decalcified soil fills and were between 0.90m and
1.10m in diameter and 0.26m and 0.40m deep (Fig
19). An antler from 372 was submitted for a radio-
carbon determination (HAR 6119) but a result has
not yet been received. A fifth feature, 368, the
eastern part of a natural feature, may relate to this
arc, and contained one sherd each of Beaker or Early
Bronze Age and Medieval pottery.

The other features

Pit 3256 (Fig 13) in transect 18, north of Area A, was
a shallow, 0.15m deep, circular feature with an
irregular base. It contained 13 sherds of Grooved
ware including Fig 86.18, 1.1kg of burnt flint and
some animal bone.

Feature 23 in Area A was a rather amorphous,
shallow, irregular feature only partially excavated
but which contained a sherd of a decorated Mortlake
Bowl (Fig 86.5).

The three pits containing Beaker or indis-
tinguishable Late Neolithic pottery were 3768, 6085
and 6091. Pit 3768 in Area D was oval and measured
1.90m by 1m and was 0.27m deep. It contained two
sherds of Peterborough bowl (Fig 86.6). The profile
of the feature suggests that it may have been two
pits. In Area Mc pits 6085 and 6091 contained sherds
of undiagnostic Late Neolithic pottery and Beaker
(respectively Fig 86.27 and Fig 86.28-32). Pits 6085
and 6091 formed a small discrete group with pit
6083, which occupied an area less than 4m®. Pit 60832
contained worked flint of Late Neolithic form (Fig
98.16-19). The three pits were oval with either
sloping or belled sides and measured 0.85m by
0.77m and 0.13m deep (6085), 1.14m by 1.10m and
0.47m deep (6091} and 0.85m by 0.75m and 0.55m
deep (60830,

Phase 3. Early Bronze Age (Fig 20)

Early Bronze Age finds and features showed an
increased dispersal across the site when compared
with the preceeding phases. Phased features and
feature groups included a post-hole group in Area
Me, MS 5651, a mixed cremation and inhumation
burial group in Area F, and a second mixed burial
group in Area D which has been included with this
phase,

The post-hole group, MS 5651 (Fig 21)

An irregular group of fifteen post-holes in Area Me
occurred in an area measuring 19m cast-west by 9m
north-south. Pit 6053 (Fig 19) towards the west of
the post-holes was circular with a diameter of 0.70m
and a depth of 0.25m. Among the finds in this
feature were sherds of Beaker (Fig 86.33-34) and of
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Collared urns, a bone gouge (Fig 105.1), a bone awl
(Fig 105.2) and a contemporary flint assemblage, It
scems reasonable 1o assume that this Early Bronze
Age assemblage in pit 6053 should provide a dare, by
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Cemetery in Area D Fig 25

This cemetery consisted of five cremations and piagy
inhumations whose area described a right-anghed
tnangle with a base measurement of 6m and 2
Perpendicular of 13m. It is
Broup 3022. No other man-made features occurred
within this cemetery area S

Lremation 1700 (Fig 26), in an oval pit 0 Om I1
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Fig 19. Easton Lane. Phase 2, Late Neolithic, and Phase 3, Early Bronze Age: sections of selected pits.

87.44) which was in the southwest quadrant of the
pit. The urn had been surrounded by ‘slabs’
obtained (? cut) from a second Wessex biconical urn
which is reconstructed as 46 on Fig 87, The slabs
from the outer urn had been placed in a triangular
arrangement around the base of the upright urn. The
slabs seem 1o have been eut from rfim to base.

Slab 1, on the west, had been laid vertically on
edge with the rim to the north and adjacent 1o the

chevron on the west side of the upright urn. This
slab was 315mm long and the detatched base was
located 150mm to the southeast. Slab 2 again was
laid vertically on edge on the north side of the
upright urn. Its rim was adjacent to the chevron on
the west of the upright urn and almost touched the
rim of Slab 1. Slab 2 was intact from rim to base,
some 372mm. The basal angle lay north of the
upright vessel. A second sherd, extending from
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cordon 1o base, was ourside of but touching Slab 2.
Slabs | and 2 were reasonably intact and placed with
their insides towards the primary vessel. A third slab
5 mdicated by the presence on the east side of a
seriey of sherds

Sherds from the outer vessel
the upright urn on top of the
Once again the urn and ity cony
intact by Hampshire County M
cxcavation in the laboratory,
excavated and planned in %
was sieved

Inhumation 1708 was the contracted skeleton of 3
young adult with its head 10 the northeas:,
WS supine with the forearms folded
the chest; the legs were contracted
body. The grave Pt was oval mes
0.70m and 0.20m deep

Cremation 1729 contaned g of by
bone in a circulay i, 0.47-.52
flai bottom and almost vertical
0.11m deep, by Contamned

Cremation 1735,
meter and 0, 30m
human bope and 19

were placed inside
cremated remains
CNls Were removed
Auseum Service for
where the fill wis
“m spats and all material

The torso
over the base of
o the left of the
suring 0,90m by

urnt human
m diameter, with a
udes. It was only
2 kg of burn; Aint,

in a circular Pt ool 0.72m dig.
deep, contained 35g of burnt
kg of burm flint

Cremation 1744 of a voung adult df_!“ml:'“m';:;;l
skull fragment) was in an oval pit, t_'-_"“_”": ad
and 0.19m deep. Apart from the 88g } ﬂhm*t.-'-“
bone, the fill contained a large number o h'...ltc':f-
of nodules. 7 'ﬁk_g of burnt and 8 lkF ol
flints z o

“-Ilnhum.qtmn 3058 (Fig 29) was the \hlc.,:thi--‘
35-45 year old female buried in an oval Er’]_'w both
measured |.6m by Im and 0.40m dﬁpd ;.[h e
was crouched and laid out on its lefi i“”:m.. e
right arm across the chest and upper ch..-r et ol
had been buried with a necklace Uf‘:’" ml.lﬂ‘“‘j‘
lignite beads (Fig 103). There were 22 ::-1 st
five fragmentary cylindrical amber h“‘j"{r head
ical jet beads and onc biconical J"E': hooe P
radiocarbon measurement from a hmn.l'r-'lf“'-
duced a date of 2740470 bp HAR '1|‘-I' N rhe o
when calibrated 1o two levels of “"“r"d‘;:;n -
of 1090-800 BC (Pearson and HU"""‘] has Dot
oo late for the artefacts. Thus um:w‘..;'-l;.'.x
resubmitted and a further determination i

i MLery

Other occurrences of Phase 3 pe fron AF

wrped 1m HUE S

Residual Iragments of pottery ”‘"'”r'.lh:t._ there ¥
Ps 17, 317 and 4567, in Area A. Inpi
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Fig 27. Easton Lane. Phase 3, Early
horizontal, 0.20m vertical.

Bronze Age, Area D: cremation 1705 from the cast, Scale 0.5m
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Easton Lane. Phase 3, Early Bronze Age, Area D: cremation 1705, detail. Scale 0.20m.
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a sherd of Biconical urn (Fig 87.42). In Area B,
Phase 3 pottery was recovered from Phase 4/5 ditch
1054, which included a decorated sherd of Collared
urn (Fig 87.40), and from disturbances in the upper
layers of Phase 2 pits 80 and 1017. To the north of
Area D), a post-hole, 3721, was assigned to this
phase, In Area G, sherds of Early Bronze Age
pottery from pit group 653 were interpreted as
intrusive. In transect 3, Early Bronze Age pottery
was recovered from Middle 1o Late Bronze Age ditch
3634, and in transect 20 [rom Late Bronze Age ditch
1274.

Phase 4. Middle Bronze Age (Fig 30)

Post-built circular and other structures are the main
features of this phase. They were spaced in clusters
between the 60m and 65m contours of the slope from
Area H in the southeast through 1o Areas C and E in
the northwest. Ten circular, eight miscellaneous,
three rectangular and a range of structures from Area
D have been assigned to this phase. Many had no
direct dating evidence, e¢ CS 2782, C5 3290 or M5
2658, or only a limited number of associated sherds.,
eg C3 2159, MS 2739 or CS 5636. Others, like CS
2341, contained pottery of both Middle and Later
Bronze Age type. In general, structures have been
assigned to the phase which predominated in their
immediate area and it is therefore likely, especially in
Arcas B and C, that some structures have been
included which should have been considered as part
of Phase 5. It 15 also possible that Bronze Age
structural evidence from Area A has been masked by
the concentration of Iron Ape marterial. A limited
number of associated pits and burials were
discovered. A double-ditched boundary svstem,
which enclosed a minimum area of five hectares,
appeared during this phase. The ditches and struc-
tures were not obviously related and mav have
represented changes in land use and social structure
within this period.
The structures are described by area.

Area A

Miscellancous  structures 2159 and 5653 were
discovered in this Area. Both were some distance
away from the areas where most CORTEMPOTArY siruc-
tures were recorded. MS 2159 had associated sherds
of both Late Bronze Age and Early Iron Age pattery.
MS 5658 was close to and west of Middle Bronze Age
ditch 1810,

M5 2159
spaced.

51, with an apps
r FiT AN eplrnce on the o
s of the structure are, if oval 4. 10m by
pular 4.00m by 3.7 0m. Sherds of Late Bronee
Early Iron Age pottery were found in Pk e U554
amimal bone from post-hole 965

determination of 2220

¥slem and, on that basis, has been allocated 1o the Middle Bronze
Ape
M5 5658 (Fig 33), a discrere group of seven post-holes which
formed a rough semi-circke with an open side facing v g
maxumiam width of 7.00m. One of these puost-holes, 3756, con-
herd of Bucket umn (Fig 88.54). It was close to and west
Age ditch 1810 and 60m south of MS 2159

Four circular and three miscellaneous structures in
Area B were assigned to the Middle Bronze Age,
Phase 4. CS 2373 and 2375 were not strictly contem-
porary as their ground plans were superimposed.

L5 231 has been extracted from a cluster of post-holes from
which a series of sir I interpre 5 are possible (Figs 35
and 36 e eT al lustrate ased on the coincidence

i | rovides a post-ring of Bm
8 porch, 1.25 long and 3.25m wide, facing
hin the post were four pairs of slight post-

ICILre 15 IMEETE eted as |'..|\'.||;,: walls 1-_\:|.'|'.|||r|_,:
e from the outside edge of the entrance (Guilbert 1983) ¢

sther pairs of post-hol 2 within the structure, A
r-post structure. 2, 50m sgyuare, constructed from post-haoles
1509, 1548, 1558 and 2325 (RS 5660), was coincident with
entrance. Two pairs s lay ontside even the b
H and 1524 were of propor-
the four interpal pairs of post-holes
} are best re s discrete features,
the bases aof shallow IS ed not mecesarily be
¥. Three sherds of P ough ware and five ather
rds were in fieat . id & sherd of probable Late
cature 1589 A sherd of Neolithic pottery
[ 150¢ and sherds of Middle and Late
Bronze Age pottery were in posr-holes 1149, 2087, 2 and
<090 which was described as natural, Feature 2090 may be
e of a shallow pit similar 1o features 1587 and 1589
| ind 38, an oval or subrectangular building,
Larce of twelve post-holes and two centrally placed
es. The ground plan was not fully recoverad since
beyvond the edge of A and 10 Was nal
v obderve s full extent during the watching brici
or width was 5.00m
Figs 37 and 38) was & small oval structure, 5.00m
| ust-west, with an elongated porch o the
A0m wide, possibly entered from the east
h, and similar to House C on
The post-holes were often
! feature 364 contained Early and
Fig 87.43, Fig B5.4849, presu-
mabiy derived [rom i
CS 3113 {Fig 39) w;
take-hobes which mi

ul structure of Twenty-two post- and
T.30m east-west by 6.70m north-
south. A X i g Sm wide, on the northwest was
Formusd Ty 2 and 2053, wopether with second-
ary or [ CEn I and 2390, An ulternative
entrans the southeas resented by post-holes 2385,
2395, 2508 and 2544, In the former case only three post-holes,
L3835, 2391 and 2509, occurred withi Pt circle. Medieval
podtery was recovered from multiple fe 2540412
MS 2789 (Fig 400, a dis cluster of twenty-four post-holes in
probably a circular structure. It
m wide which faced
5 to the north, One
sherd ed waire: (Fig 86.23) and one sherd of Middie
Bronze A ¢ A% were found in post-h -
M3 5654 was b wmall gro sevien posi-holes in the southeast
of Area B, 6.50m long or m wide (Fig 41). The post-hobes
may represent three two-post structures with an outlying single

posi.

an ares of natoral fearore

1 pine. hales, formed an
irfeguls ArTRAgEMEnl ofen i west with 4 muaxs
L A gr oup of three post-holes were in
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Also within Area B but some 40m east of r.hu_'- main group of
sructures was RS 3609 (Fig 43), a small four-poster 1.60m
square. No pottery was recovered from this structure but jt was
sarmilar to the four-post structure within CS 2341,

Area C
€5 2782 was the only structure in Area C,

52782 was 1 5.13m dinmeter, circular ring of nine equidistant
post-holes shout one central post-hole, with twe porch post-holes
forming an entrance, 1.90m wide and 1.60m long, which fsced
sotitheast (Figs 44 and 45}, The porch and entrance post-holes
were larger and deeper than thote which formed the ring, while

the central post was shallower Medieval pottery was recovered
rem post-hiale 2750

Area D

About 300 features, mainly post-
were clustered in 2 small area
square (Figs 46 and 47
features contained Middle
which two are illustrated, a sherd of decorated
Bucket urn (Fig 88.36) from 1748, an isolated
post-hole to the easy of burial group 4022, and a
perforated lug from g Globular urn (Fig 88.52) from
post-hole 3423 which was immediately adjacent to
the southern entrance 1 MS 4010, The ares was
defined on the south side by a lynchet and g fence,
LS 4011, and an the west by ditch 1810. There were
no obvious limits 1o the north and east,
!u||_::|- may have beeq outside the are
vations, Discrere Broups of features g

including buyrig] Eroup 4022, circular

and stake-holes,
approximately 40m

Twenty-two of these
Bronze Age pottery. of

eTe
although the
a of the exeg.
re identifiable,
SIruciures

g 2: THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE SITE

4008, 4009 and 5653, miscellancous structure 4«'
and several other possible structure groups. [I'.n..
white coral or fossil sponge beads were found in .-Hn:.-
[ and have been included in Phase 4, Middle Bf\'?{:
Age: one from C8 4009 post-hole 2992, one rj';'f",',.l'.
4010 post-hele 1768, and one from a Fnl.'i‘--hl";;: o
north of the area, 1770, The h1|n:i[1hgr¢;:l.lj:h-.ll.
been dealt with in the section on the karl e
Age, Phase 3. One structure, M$ 5631, was west 0l
ditch 1810,

C5 4008 was a circular post-ring of 18 |.'|ﬁ'i
4.75m (Fig 48, The two largest post-holes,

; ; eheast, A secand
formed a 0.75m wide entrance facing :‘ILI..Iudl.\II?."':II; [1 was 1258
entrance was formed by post-holes 1718 and 1363,

wide, and faced west. ales Witk

CS 400% (Fig 48) was a circular cluster of 21 N:.H_'._h'.l dinck
diameter of 5.50m. The northwest quadrant .Ir.ll:j thee e
1880 and, despite extensive cleaning of the \"'."!"‘" i”;‘._.;
there was no suggestion of post-holes being cut "-Itjlp |.|.'~ froa
likely therefore that the ditch cut away e and 1507
northwest of C5 4009, Two large post-pits "_I_ 1€y ot
formed an entrance to the southeast with a small poreh
and 1.00m wide - of i

C5 5653 was a small post-built structure I.
4.00m diamieter {Fig 49). There '.l.-:rc_l‘-“: ‘.ﬂ"' | HH
and 3073, and post-holes 3035, 3037, 3039 ml‘.“':‘l
porch 1.50m long by 0.65m wide which faced ¢ I|-|-.'li-"\-'

M5 4010 was a round-ended  rectangulas I‘-.. he fociis O
occurred within an area of tightly packed I“"\"'_hll "3, Thinly <=
number of fence lines (see below, ._nll:l'lt'l':"‘l ._:ﬂ:l|;| plan ¢
post-holes have been extracted to form:a gie II'.‘;-I|:..|| e
metrical proportions about the short -‘:‘"“'“ i 5
H.50m leng north-south by 4.50m wide I'.“[-|-:-'HI'I| st
51). The west side consisted of roughly equisas

e east sade Was app
T hile (e cash s
1.75em-2.00m aparr, mean 1,90m, while e ed podts
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g rures 2373 & 375 fron
Fig 38. Easton Lane. Phase 4, Middle Bronze Age, Area B: superimposed structures 2373 and 2375 from

the north, scale 2m.

arcs of three post-holes each at the north and south ends have been
mierpreted as inturmed entrances. The symmetry of the structure
about the central east-west partition argues strongly for this being
a single building rather than two juxtaposed circular structures,

M5 5631 was an oval of thimeen post-holes, 6.50m north-south
by 4.00m east-west with a 2.40m gap on the west side, possibly an
entrance (Fig 320, It was to the southwest of the main group of
structures in Arca I and 32m west of ditch 3581

L5401 1 was twenty-one post-holes in a linear arrangement 15m
long running ean-west (Fig 533 The group comprised three
almost parallel lines of post-hodes presumably the result of fence
replacement. The line wis established ar its east end by the two
largest post-holes,. 3605 and 3467, LS 4011 was parallel o, bug
south of, LS 4014, LS 4011 siraddied the preserved ling of the
bnchet

L5 4014 was eleven post-holes which formed a straight fence
line 16.25m long which ran east-west Fig 53, Posts were set
1.00m-2 80m apart, mean 1.48m. All the post-hobes were o
similar depth and diameter excepl for 3131 and
farmed
ditch 18

2882 which
nral pair 1.50m apart. The fence line ran from
1hin the west to M5 4010 in the east.

L5 4015 comprised fifieen post-holes in
north-south for 21, 75m (Fig 53
dep

an arc running roughly
The post-holes were similar in
th and diameter and were . 30m.4 15m apart, mean 2. 24m
Three pairs of post-hales, 28386 IRER, J92RTU54 and 29M6/3552
tormed 4 possible double entrance with 3.35m and 2
UPCRINES respeciively

LS 4016 was an arc of 1w

T5m wide
CALV-Iwo post-holes which Tan wWest
N ditch 1RE0 10 LS 4011 5 the south (F
mierrupted by two shoe seenons of copverging lines of st
which formed a hunnel entrance narrowing 1o the cast, The whole
;.lrl.. tare wias 26.50m from west to soath. The funnel was 6. 75m
wide 5t the west, |.35m wide 41 the casy,
¥etour post-hales, formed an are 3] 25m long
d s L5 4016, The Pst-hodes ;
<hm apart, mean §.75m.
dameters (Fig 53

w530 It ey

-west, 10.25m

LS 4017, of twent
which ran paralle] 1
.%0m 1o 4,
depths and

' Which were spread
showed a wide variation in

R 2: THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE SITE

For ease of reference these various -‘ﬁf”““""
elements have been arranged into three main coar
binations (Fig 53). These combinations o :':“
mutually exclusive and different elements _'-"_"r 2
integrated in different ways. Indeed, very df”f:”:
interpretations can be proposed. There is ‘“’I'-l_'f'l'?ll_‘
logical significance in the ordering of the element
within these different combinations. R

Combination 1 sees the three roughly paralic ar
of fences LS 4015, 4016 and 4017 cxtending Iom
dirch 1810 on the west clockwise to LS 4011 “!1-| =
south. The arcs were not part of an ‘l”“.“p"'r.rf"lt'-.],'i,'
concentric rings but were integral entties .I.J;UI.-‘;..I
own right. The central fence, 4016, was “j[f‘; ,JE,I'_,c
by a funnel-shaped formation \'f'h"-'lLf"."m-l s :.u..r-,.l-.
far as a gap in the outer arc, LS 4017. 1—]".:; Lmh..-m]
tion may have been reflected in the _“'j'a‘f";uip'i':_:_
post-holes in the otherwise regular line %rl = i be
from which a through passage, cast-wesl, t685
postulated.

Combination 2 involves the rectangul
MS 4010 with a roughly rectangular area (0 & ¢ right
This was enclosed by LS 4014 extending ;\;];;.'L-r.
angles from the north of MS 4010 10 dﬂch| -:’lmu;d
the west, The southern side of the arca was "JL,; LS
by LS 4011 which also ran east-west, !nzr_‘:ébtﬁil and 8
4014. A 2.50m gap separated it from M5 sralated
short section of connecting fence can be !:;m long
LS 4011 was 15m long and LS 4014 m't_"[ }
and enclosed an arca 14m wide [rom porth

ar structure
he wes!

o soUla

~ EAS]
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Easton Lane. Phase 4, Middle Bronze Age, Area B: deailed plan and profiles of MS 2789.
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Fig 41. Easton Lane. Phase 4, Middle Bronze Age, Area B: detailed plan and profiles of MS 5654.

LS 4011 consisted of more than one line of post-
holes, which may represent renewal of this line to
form a southern terminal to LS 4015, 4016 and 4017
in combinaton 1.

Combination 3 incorporates elements from com-
binations 1 and 2 and also involves CS 4008, 4009,
2653 and MS 4010, The blank areas were considered
funcrionally as access or courtyards. C5 4008 and
56353 were isolated to the north and cast respectively,
each with surrounding access or freespace of ¢3.0m-
4.5m. CS 4009 and MS 4010 were separated from
them by LS 4017, the southern part of LS 4015 and
the western post-holes of LS 4014, Some of the
post-holes not used from LS 4015, 4014 and 4016
served as additional posts and work areas for CS
4009 and MS 4010. The used parts of LS 4014 and
4015, together with LS 4011 and 4017, were linked
1o form an enclosure around CS 4009 and MS 4010,
This enclosed a free space of ¢3.0m around CS 4009
and a yard, 6.0m east-west by 10.0m north-south, to
the west of MS 4010. The eastern half of LS 4014
was re-interpreted as part of a work area within this
enclosure, which consisted of a loose group of post-
holes, with many possible pairs, in an otherwise
open space. The cluster of post-holes to the south-
west, outside the enclosure, was probably a similar
work area and combinations of rwo- and four-post

structures can be postulated. LS 4011 could sl
have been a multiple fence line, or alternatively, a
single fence with a small work area to the north.

It is not possible to suggest a firm chronological
sequence for the various combinations except to say
that CS 4009 cannot be contemporary with LS 4015
and 4016, nor the funnel on LS 4016 with MS 4010.
C5 4009 appeared to have been cut by ditch 1810,
although the exact sequence has been obscured by
the presence of recuts in the ditch, while LS 4014,
4013, 4016 and 4017 appeared to use ditch 1810 as a
boundary. The third combination with its houses
and structures contradicts the implicit stratigraphic
sequence.

Area E
There was one circular structure in Area E,

C5 3290 was a ring of seven post-holes about w central
post-hole, with a diameter of 4. 25m (Figs 54 and 55), The 1wo
largest post-holes, 3228 and 3261, may have formed an entrance

1. 50m wide facing northeast. This structure was near and west of
Middle Bronze Age dirch 6073320007016,

Area H

This area contained three post-built structures which
were attributed 1o Phase 4 on grounds of form,




44

EASTON LANE CHA

EASTON LANE

Plan

£

PTER 2: THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE SITE

Profiles

o 2065

o 2080

=" 2058

M5 5657

2083

1652 ===
652 Y

=231 s

2308 5 Faa1a

Fig 42,

Twid

_— .

EASTON LANE

RS 5609

na+ Plan o

Profiles
TATRT
14781

J4Tas

U 1 F i & g
O — EE—

_Imetres

—— HH)

Easton Lane. Phase 4, Middle Bronze Age, Area B: detailed plan and profiles of M5 5657.

relationship to the contour and one piece of Middk
Bronze Age Bucket urn (Fig 88.59) from post-hoke
5345, MS 5652. They formed a compact group of
one circular, one rectangular and one miscellaneous
type structure (Fig 56).

5 5636 was a circle of ten post-holes, 5.50m diameter, Wil
two central post-holes. The largest post-holes, 5238, 3240 and
3241, formed a 1.00m wide entrance which faced seuth-southest,
with posts cither replaced or double. Medieval pottery wis found
in both 5238 and 5242,

RS 5637 was a four-post structure with a length of 2.50m and &
width of 1.50m, It was south of C5 5636 :

MS 5652 was a group of seventeen post-holes to the porth#c!
of C5 5636, which formed a fence ending at the west in 2 PCMH
pen. The fence was 15.75m long and the possible pen ok
north-south and 3.00m east-west

Area Mc
There was one post-built structure in Area Me.

.'r!.s 3650 was a semi-circle, open to the M"U':t'_""a’[" "_IIII-E:
equidistant post-holes which enclosed a maximusn widib of die
(Fig 57). It was near and west of Middle Bronze Agf

BOT 320007016

Fig 43, Easton Lane, Phase 4, Middle Br_‘:'“xfp;
Area B: detailed plan and profiles @
5609,
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Fig 45. Easton Lane. Phase 4, Middle Bronze Age, Area C: CS 2782 from the southeast, scale 2m.
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Fig 47. [Easton Lane. Phase 4, Middle Bronze Age, Area D: general view from the southeast showing

concentration of features,

Puts (Fig 58)

There were only six pits datable to the Middle
Bronze Age: 166, 1498, 3691, 3749, 4691 and 4699,
They were either ovoid with flar bottoms or shallow
with circular or oval plans. Two further pits, 3740
and 3743, contained both Middle and Late Bronze
Age pottery. The total volume of possible Phase 4

pits was 1.50m? with a mean of 0.19m’. The only

significant find was a bronze arrowhead (Fig 85.2) in
pit 1498. This pit also contained rimsherds and a
perforated body sherd from a Middle Bronze Age
Bucket urn (Fig 88.55). Pit distribution did not
relate 1o structure concentrations. There were two
possible concentrations of pits: one group of four
pits, 3691, 3740, 3743 and 3749, 10 the north of Area
D near ditch 3692; and the other of two pits, 4691
and 4699, in Area A, which together with possible
cremation 4683 and post-holes 4652 and 4726 were
o the west of MS 2159. A piece of antler from pit
4699 was submitted for radiocarbon determination
with a result of 3240+ 120bp (HAR 6116).

Two further small pits or post-holes contained
Middle Bronze Age pottery. They were 6039 in Area
Mc, which had a near complete Bucket urn with a
row of perforations below the rim (Fig 88.53), and
6099, a possible cremation, in Area Be, which
contained 51 sherds from a single Bucket urn. Both
these features were very close to, and probably
associated with, the western pair of Middle Bronze
Age north-south ditches (70086064 and 7010/7037
049,

Four Iron Age pits in Area A contained sherds of
Middle Bronze Age potterv, 409, 1391, 2154 and
4921. 2154 contained a decorated sherd of Bucket
urn (Fig 88.57), and 4921 a decorated sherd of
Globular urn (Fig 88.51).

Ditches (Figs 59, 60, 61 and 62)

The Middle Bronze Age ditches formed a single
coherent pattern which was modified in the Later
Bronze Age, Phase 5. The ditches, sometimes in
parallel pairs about 6m apart, were arranged in a
rectilinear pattern. They were generally of slight
construction and comprised a north-south line run-
ning from Arca Bc to Area Mc, a west-east line (rom
Area Be through Areas E, C, and B and across to A,
and another north-south line running from Area A 1o
Area D,

The north-zouth line from Area Be 1o Area Mc
was made up of three main ditches. In Area Be there
was ditch 7008 which was 0.31m-0.45m wide, mean
0.36m, 0.07m-0.25m deep, mean 0.14m, and was
continued to the south in Arca Mc by ditch 6064,
0.62m wide, (.28m deep. These ran parallel wo ditch
7010, width (.30m, depth 0.12m.

The west-east line from Area Bc to Area A was
made up of the following elements. In Area Be there
was ditch 7022, 0.50m wide, 0.08m deep. This line
was conunued east by ditch 1054, 0.40m-0.60m
wide, mean 0.48m, 0.18m-0.35m deep, mean
0.26m, and ditch 972, 0.31m-0.85m wide, mean
0.64m, 0.18m-0.40m deep, 0.26m mean. These ran
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parallel to, and south of, ditch 7017 in Area Bc
which was 0.40m wide, 0.40m deep. The line of
7017 was continued in Area B by ditch 2730, 0.42m
wide, (.12m deep, and possibly by the west end of
ditch 975 in Area A.

The north-south line from Area A to Area D
consisted, in Area A, of ditches 176 and 729, 0.50m-
1.40m wide, mean 1.13m, 0.25m-0.74m deep, mean
0.57m, and ditch 1810, 0.50m-1.60m wide, mean
1.22m, 0.48m-0.90m deep, mean 0.6%9m, which ran
from the southern half of Area A into Area D. The
northern end of ditch 1810 appears on plan as ditch
numbers 990 and 1929, In Area D parts of a parallel
ditch line were recorded, ditches 2694: 0.22m-0.37m
wide, mean 0.29m, 0. 10m-0.22m deep, mean 0.15m
and 3687; 0.14m wide, 0.05m deep. Ditches 3634
and 3673 in transect 3 probably extended the lines of
1810 and 2694 respectively.

Two further ditches in Areas A and D are con-
sidered to be part of this system. In Area A, ditch
1493, 0.68m wide, 0.30m deep, ran cast at right-
angles from ditch 176; and in Area D, ditch 3692,
0.68m wide, 0.23m decp, formed a right-angle
against ditch 3687.

The dating of these ditches by direct reflerence to
pottery is complicated by the sporadic and clustered
nature of the evidence, Almost 40% of all Middle
and Late Bronze Age pottery was recovered from
two ditches, 1054 and 1810, with 154 Middle, Late

Easton Lane. Phase 4, Middle Bronze Age, Area D: detailed plan and profiles of CS 5653,

and Middle or Late Bronze Age sherds berween
them. From this it was assumed that ditches 1054
and 1810 were sill open but probably going out of
use during the Late Bronze Age. In addition, the
large number of recuts which were recognised in
these ditches also suggested a long period of use and
management, presumably as field boundaries. The
pottery from ditch 1054 included a decorated rim-
sherd of Type 1A Globular urn (Fig 88.50) and a
Middle o Late Bronze Age Bucket base which had
been bored for use as a weight (Fig 88.58). The
occurrence of Neolithic and Early Bronze Age pot-
tery in ditch 1054, near pit 1017, reflected the
proximity of the carly features as a source of residual
material. It is possible that dirch 1054 recut or
re-used an earlier ditch line. In Area A, the dating
was complicated by the concentration of later Iron
Age material, but Middle Bronze Age pottery was
recovered from ditch 729, which, with ditches 176,
1493 and the west end of 975, fitted well into the
Middle Bronze Age Phase 4 ditch system outlined
above. The only stratigraphic relationship, apart from
the various recuts, was in Arca Be where a slight,
east-west Middle Bronze Age Phase 4 dirch, 7017,
was cut by a substantial north-south ditch, 7016.

Burials

The cemetery of two inhumations and five crema-
tions in Area D, burial group 4022, has been dealt
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Fig 50. Easton Lanc. Phase 4, Middle Bronze Age, Area D: detailed plan and profiles of MS 4010

with in Phase 3. A third inhumation.
north of ok

LT LTIy

3695, was G0m
Inhumation 3695 was an adult crouched burial on
13 right sade with its bead 10 the northwest, It Wis in
4 rectangular grave cut which also contained three
ferds of Middle Bronze Age pottery (Fig 63
In Area Be, possible cremation 609 contained an
inverted Maddle Bronze Age um and three smmall
Iragments of cremated bone which could npot b
Positively sdentificd ax human (Fig 63
In Area A, west of ditch 1810, sherds of Middile
Bronze Age um (] e BB.4T) were recovered from g
possible cremation, 4683, whic h contained rwo frag

ments of cremated bone ot Posatively identificd as
human

Phase 5. Late Bronze Age (Fig 64)

Ihe distribution of Late Bronze Age pottery %
simular to that of the more frequent Middle HI.*:”I-:T
Age pottery. Since many fearures have been daied £
assocunon or by the most prevalent pottery M\.c 2
the immediate arca, 1l was *"‘l"-'\"-’”" ‘J.'”.m-;il "
differentiate features and structures of Phasc \.“"!.I
Phase 4. However, a ditch system which r:ruilhh.
that of the Middle Bronze Age has been 'N":”:-_l_....
this phasc, while a pumber of the s .:'c
dt".q.]ﬂ\.'d in Phase 4 may have been of Late Bron

Age date

Fizg 51. Easton Lane.

EASTO

| -

Fig 52 Easton Lane




Profilg,
" hegy
m !ﬂ‘j
W 2087
]
" o -
e
-
e =
=
_-_
Bdd NN
i
4 g
3o E
e =
-l
L 5
- sle L 1

s D: detailed plan and prfles S

H.
ase 5. Late Bronze Age 8

Mt
¢ distribution of Laumﬂfrmt:i .
silar to that al t mmuffﬂmﬁhlﬂ |
£ potlery- bmu: musi p!rﬂ*'-‘? F‘i
ociation or B
.' unmcdulc
ferentiale featu
[ {m.:vcr,s E-ifh“
it uE the .'Ilildd:fc . g
s phasts wh T Bave e
cribed 0 Phase }
e date.

MIDDLE ERONZE AGE

Fig 51. Easton Lane. Phase 4, Middle Bronze Age, Area D: MS 4010 from the south, scale 2m.
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Structures

C5 2341 had sherds of both Middle and Late Bronze
Age pottery in the post-holes, and the ovoid struc-
ture M5 2159 at a corner of the ditch system has
been phased to the Middle Bronze Age because of its
position even though it contained both Late Bronze
Age and Early Iron Age pottéry in one of its
post-holes. Structures without direct dating evi-
dence, fe C5 2723, MS 5658, M5 5654 and 5657 and
RS 5609 in Area B, CS 2782 in Area C, CS 3290 in
Area E and MS 5650 in Area Mc, may also have been
of Late Bronze Age date. However, the overall
proportion of Middle 1o Late Bronze Age pottery

across the site made it more likely that these were of
Middle Bronze Age date.

Ditches (Fig 65)
The occurrence of Late Bronze Age pottery in
ditches 176, 1810, 3274 and 6073, and the rela-
tionship between ditches 7016 and 7017, enables a
sequence (o be proposed for the ditch system and to
separate Middle and Late Bronze Age components.
The Middle Bronze Age (Phase 4) ditch system
was replaced by two larger north-south ditch lines.
The western line, running through Areas Be and
Mc, was a single ditch, variously numbered 7016 in
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Fig 59. Easton Lane. Phase 4, Middle Bronze Age: sections of selected ditches.

Area Be, 3200 in Area E, and 6073 in Area Mc; and
was 1.25m-1.70m wide, mean 1.51m, 0.62m-0.80m
deep, mean 0.74m. 3274 probably continued this
line in transect 20. Ditch 7016 cut ditch 7017 which
was part of the Middle Bronze Age system.

On the east, ditch 1810 and its recuts reflect a
re-use rather than a replacement of the north-
south ditches in the Late Bronze Age. Both the
dimensions of the ditch and the relatively high
proportion of Late Bronze Age pottery support this
nterpretation.

Late Bronze Age pottery in ditches 1054 and
972 suggests that part of the southern line of
the east-west Middle Bronze Age ditches was alsa
re-used.

Other features and pottery finds

There were occurrences of Late Bronze Age pottery
in thirty-four contexts from twen ¥ features: eigh
post-holes, three pits, one gully and eight ditches,
The ditches accounted for nineteen of the CONTEXTs
and are mentioned above, except for ditch 511 in
Area G. This short ditch occurred within pit group
653 and contained a sherd of decorated Late Bronge
Age jar (Fig 858.60). Pit group 653 also contained an
illustrated Late Bronze Age sherd iFig 3%.61). In
addition 1o the ditches, only an isolated n::\t-hl-:llu
6000, which occurred in the north of Area Mc. ha;
been assigned 1o this phase. OFf the wenty 1'u,-:mrc-:\-

which contained Late Bronze Age pottery, four ak
contained, and were dated by, Middle Bronze Ape
pottery and a further seven have been asstg]‘lr_:d tt‘_lh'-l'
Middle Bronze Age because of their associaions 50
spatial relationships. Five later features confaine
residual Late Bronze Age pottery, of which 01n=
sherd of decorated Late Bronze Age jar il“‘mjﬁu""
319 in Area A, has been illustrated xF_l.lE 88.6: : ]f
comparison, 52 features contained Middle BroaZ
Age pottery.

Phase 6. Early Iron Age (Fig 66)

No stiructures have been allocated to this Ph;lu't- :
limited number of Early Iron Age sherds ”"“'nrrflf ::
residual material in later pits and structurcs, m'”l|“
in Area A, This distribution probably reflects |

- 2 el of L€
presence of secondary actvity 1o the northwest ?
enclosed settlement at Winnall Down.

Pits (Fig 70) d
! o . 2. 1140
Five shallow, amorphous pits in Area A - Ml e

5 1
2154, 4577 and 4917 — contained Early Iron 2%
- ” e 24m o
pottery. The pits had a total volume ¢ ""l. .
an average of 0.45m’. Pit 342 contained @ 198" 50

' ' ; + one nolb Eut
of greenzand quern and was the only of et
later features. It seems likely that these P
peripheral 1o the enclosed sertlement

Fig 60, Easton Lane
West, seale 2
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Fig 61. Easton Lane. Phase 4, Middle Bronze Age: sections of selected dirches.

Ditches

The Late Bronze Age ditch system in Area A was
still evident, if not used, throughout this phase, as
the Early Middle Iron Age Phase 7 settlement refated
to boundaries provided by ditches 1810, 729, 176
and 1493. The system may have been modified in
this phase with the construction of ditch 928
Ditch 928/993, 0.80m-0.90m wide, mean 0.86m,
0.42m-0.73m deep, mean 0.59m, containing Early
Iron Age pottery, formed a short arg, about 30m
long. This arc was then recut by ditch 350/97 1/1011/
1935, 0.70m-1.60m wide, mean 0.93m, 0.30m-
0.64m deep, mean 0.39m, which extended 1o the
south to join with and recur the northern end of
Phase 4/5 ditch 1810, and again contained Early Iron
Age pottery. This curving ditch S¥SICmM was recut
again in the Middle Iron Age by ditch 975, The
function of these ditches is nor undersiood, although

the arc divided the Ea rly Middle Iron Age settlement
in two,

Ditches 176 and 729 contained Early Iron ':‘;"
pottery and were sufficiently extant 1o be ““dﬁ"mﬂ‘
Early Middle Iron Age, Phase 7, as el I";“
boundaries. It would scem likely that '-i“'-:h';“r‘ =t
729, 1493 and 975 could have been re-used Phatc
ditches in a way comparable to the re-use of Fhe
4/5 ditch 1810 by ditch 350.

Phase 7. Early Middle Iron Age (F ig 67)

|
This phase was characterised by an u“Ln:]L:?i-
settlement containing circular gully-built struc | pils
post-hole clusters, other auxillary structures amﬂ,,m
and burials, Part of the Bronze Age ditch 59
survived and served 1o delimit the 5‘-‘”""m:?l'nd in
The bulk of the Iron Age pottery was wu“.; o
Area A and has been divided into three Eh:.{l;!d!'-‘
Early Iron Age, Early Middle Iron Age an h-:i peen
Iron Age. The Early Iron Age component ha

b'.i-!-ﬁ__.

A
B39 f

W
=z

0
i : EE—
1T

e T T

Fig 62, Easton Lane
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regarded 25 largely redeposited. The Early Middle
Iron Age and Middle Iron Age COMPanents occurred
in overlapping distributions in post-holes, gullies
|~.‘.: and ditches. The structures appeared 1o have J
higher proportion of Early Middle Iron

\pe polien
v ks " et
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his phase, while the pils
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Fig 69.

in the corner of the Middle Bronze Age ditch system
provided a radiocarbon determination of 2220+ 100
BP (HAR 6118). This structure could well relate to
the Iron Age, although spatially it seems best associ-
ated with the Bronze Age fields.

The northern group of structures had a clear
central axis running approximately north-south
which was probably a central pathway which turned
southwest at its southern end to pass between LS
5645 and LS 5646, In the northern group were threc
circular structures, seven miscellaneous structures,
two rectangular structures and a number of linear
structures. They can be grouped as follows:

CS 2404 with associated structures MS 4019 and LS

563942
C5 2408 with associared structures MS 2406 and RS

2407
C5 2288 with associated structures MS 5656 and MS

4020,

MBS 5622 with associated structures LS 5644 and LS

5648,

M3 2160 with associated structure RS 5647;
Diiscrete structures MS 5643, MS 2410, LS 5645 and
LS 5646,

C5 2404, 11.25m diameter, was formed bya golly & 16m-0.42m
wide, mean 0.30m, 0.07m-0_25m deep, mean 0.16m. A

wide gap in the gully, wgether with two large post-holes, 908
Wi

» Tormed a recessed entrance facing southeast. Using. the

proportons of post-ring and gully diameter from & 5 2408,
m

where the evidence fura post-ring is stronger, & post-ring o 7
diameter can be sugaested with post-hode 112 as the ceniral point

This "illjn: passes through or encloses the majorty of the |‘“-\r'!'-"|l"
within the structure, Two short arcs of post-holes were akso

F g

Easton Lane. Phase 7, Early Middle Iron Age, Area A: view of structures.

apparent. To the south the gully cut a group of carlier Iron Age
pits.
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building area, of which e, 1204, con ed the line of the gully
in the north, A ning of five post-holes, Tm in diameter, was also
apparent. Within the syructure were irregular feature 2 and Early
Middle Iron Age pit 496

M35 5656, an oval group of ten post-holes, 4.50m east-west by
1, 30m north-south, was northwest of C5 2288: it formed a similar
pairing to that of C5 2408 and MS 2406

M5 4020 was a circular cluster, 10.50m diameter, of thirry-five
post-holes and two shots, A possible outer ring of post-holes, 10m
in diameter, can be identified but there are 1o many possible
combinations for a detaibed resolution of the building or sequence
of buildings. Three pits and two hollows were within this area. Pt
342 was probably of Early Iron Age date

M5 5622, pully 4901, described two-thirds of a circle with a
maximum diameter 10.50m. The gully was 0.35m-0.50m wide,
mean 0.40m, 0.10m-0. 14m deep, mean 0.1 1m, and its open side
faced west. Four post-holes may be related, of which one, 5577,
was central, This was a complere structure with clear terminals 1o
the gully. The open, west side was delibers
quence of subsequent erosion

LS 5644, a line of post-hales, Sm long, ran northeast to
snuthwest to the north of MS 5622

te and not @ conse-

L% 5648, a line of three post-holes, 3. 20m long, ran northeast 1o
southwest to the north of M5 5622

M3 2160, gully 319, was semu-circular in plan, open to the
t with a maximum width of 11.60m, gully mean width
0.40m, mean depth 0.06m. The east terminal expanded to 0.65m
wide while the west terminal had 1wo small post-holes against it
outer edge, Three post-holes and three pits were physically within
this structure but the pits seem 1o post-date it

R5 5647, a square four-poster, 1.00m across, was immedianely
southwest of MS 2160

M5 5643 was an irregular series of short fence lines running
casl-wesl, he west of and against ditch 176. These fences
extended over an area 19.50m long by 5.00m wide

M5 2410, a group of rwenty-four post-holes, had been inter-
preted as pwo structures. To the north was a rough rectanghe with
a central division, 5.25m north-south by 4.20m east-west, and to
the south an oval 5.65m north-south by 4.%hm east-west

L5 5645 and L5 3646 were fence lines of five posts each, 5.85m
and 7.15m kong respectively, which ran parallel from northenst to
southwest. They formed the boundaries of the southern end of the
central path which ran through rthe northern half of the
seltlement

The southern group comprised two circular struc-
tures, three miscellaneous structures and two rect-
angular structures. They were in a loose line parallel
to ditch 1210, The area to the east was outside the
motorway line and thus unexcavated. They could be
grouped as follows:

CS 5634 with associated structures MS 5638, RS

5659 and RS 2158;

M5 5633;
C5 5602
MS 5632,

Ch 5634, 13.50m diameter, was defined by an incomplere
arcular gully. It was eroded away on the west side and replaced or
enlarged by gully 2105 and post-hole 4664 to the northeast. [t was
0.25m-0.55m wide, mean 0.36m, and 0.06m-0.23m deep. mean
0.02m, Nineteen posi-holes were within the gully, together with
S0 pals, 4567, 4620, 4622, 4710, 4760 and 4886, Early Muddle
Iren Age and Middle Iron Age pottery was recovered from pits
4567, 4622 and 4856, only Middle Iron Age pottery from pit 4620,
and pirs 4710 and 4760 remain undated

MS 5638 was g short are of eroded gully, mean width 0, 26m,
mean depth 0.07m. Within the Em circle 30 created were sin
Post-holes, pits 407 and 409 and stor 406 Only pit 409 could be
directly dated to the E Middle Iron Age

B5 5659, a reciangular four-post structure, bength
width 1.50m; was north of G5 5634

RS 2158, a rectangular four-post structure, bength 2.50m,
width [.45m. was immediately northwest of G5 5634

M5 5633 was a cluster of eighteen post-hales, ten of which fell
o oF near tooa 7m diameter ring, although the evidence is not

northeas

2.20m,

necessanly strong enough to be considered proof of a roofed
structure,

€5 5602, 12.50m diameter, was indicated by an eroded gully,
with the northwes: segment missing. It was 0, 30m-0,50m wide,
mean 0.38m, 0.0%m-0.18m deep, mean 0.12m, There were six
associated post-holes of which two deep ones, 4369 and 4571,
formed a recessed entrance inside a 3.75m wide cast-facing gap in
the gully. Gully 45%5 and post-hole 4737 may have formed par of
4 one-sided porch for this entrance. Alternatively, they may have
been a small shelter for an suxillary working area, similar to
suxallary strucoure 5632 which was associated with this structure,

M3 5632 consisted of a short arc of gully, 4516, 0. 30m wide and
0.15m deep, maximum length 4.3%m, and nine post-holes form-
ing an oval cluster with maximum dismeter 5.00m

Pits (Fig 70)

Only eight pits could be attributed directly to this
phase. A further nine pits contained a mixture of
Early Middle Iron Age and Middle Iron Age pottery
and are dealt with in Phase 8. The eight pits directly
dated to this phase were: 329, 407, 409, 496, 707,
982, 1391 and 5038. Cylindrical pit 329 and irregular
pit 982 occurred ar the end of curving ditch 928,
irregular pit 407 and cylindrical pit 409 were within
structure 5658, beehive-shaped pit 496 was within
structure 2288, irregular pit 707 was 7m southwest
of structure 2408, irregular pit 1391 was associated
with structure 2404, and irregular pit 5038 was in a
group of pits 12m east of the northern half of the
Early Middle Iron Age settlement. Of these, the
following contained additional finds.

329 conmained a chalk loomweight, a greensand weight and a
fragment of greensand rotary quern

409 contained a fragment of toangular clay loomweight, frag-
menis of 4 greensand rotary quern and two saddle querns. This pit
was associated with M5 5634,

496 copuained fragments of a tngngular clay loomweight,
Iragments of !.'Jl.‘uln.m.i querns and was assocated with circular
structure 1288

The distribution of these pits coincided with the
Phase 7 structures, except for pit 4983 which was
some 20m to the east, The combined volume of these
pits was 8.57m” with an average volume of 1.07m’
{or a toral of 7.44m?* and an average of 1.86m" if pits
have to b¢ more than 0.75m deep and have a volume
of 0.50m* or more to be accepted, as only four pits
meet these criterial.

Ditches

The northern and western limits of the Early Middle
Iron Age Phase 7 settlement were formed by part of
the Phase 4-5 ditch system. It secems that these
ditches, if not actively re-used, had survived o form
a recognisable physical presence around the hving
space. Ditches 176, 729, 928, 972 and 3765 all
contained Early Middle Iron Age pottery. Some of
this pottery was probably intrusive but a part prob-
ahly represents the continued recutting and inhlling
of these ditches during this phase.

The curving ditch 928, which was recut by ditch
1935 and part of ditch 975, originated in Phase 6 and
continued into this phase. This arc divided the Early
Middle Iron Age settlement area and mayv have, in
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conjuction with L5 5645 and L$ 5646, formed part
of a rather grand entrance which led into the
northern half of the settlement arca.

Burials

Three burials and four occurrénocs of human bone
were discovered in Area A,

Disturbed burial 1035 was that of an infant 1-3
years old which was cut into Phase 4 ditch 990 (Fig
T1).

Burial 4978 was that of a contracted skeleron of an
adult male aged 3545 years with the head to the
north (Fig 71). The skeleton was arranged with the
legs drawn up beneath the torso, which was prone.
The grave was an irregular oval 0.50m deep, 1.30m
long and 0.50m wide which cut Phase 45 ditch
1810.

Layer 354 in ditch 176 contained the disturbed
burial of a female adult of which about half the
skeleton survived. Laver 354 also contained frag-
ments of bone from the skeleton of a male adult.

None of these were directly datable but their
stratigraphic relationships and proximity to the
Phase 7 settlement suggests that they were all of
Early Middle Iron Age date.

EASTON LANE

s — —
- I metre

i |
Fig 71. Easton Lane, Phase 7, Early Middle Iron
Age: burials 1035 and 4978

THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE 5ITE

A few fragments of adult human bone were recgy.
ered from ]-wu:;t-hn]c 907 and pit 409,

Some fragments of cremated human bone wer
found in post-hole 169 kel

Phase 8. Middle Iron Age (Fig 72)

The majority of Middle Iron Age, Phase 8, material
came from Area A and consisted of a few features
that were stratigraphically later than Phase 7 o
could be distinguished on ceramic grounds, While it
is possible that the Early Middle Iron Age settlemen
contained elements that continued through into the
Middle Iron Age it seems most likely that such Phase
& features as have been identified represented
activity peripheral to the focus of the Middle Iron
Age settlement which had returned to the area of the
carlier enclosed settlement at Winnall Down,

Pits (Figs 73 and 74)

Eight pits were directly attributed to this phase
They were 8, 17, 1100, 4620, 4921, 4928, 495] and
4983, A further eight contained both Middle Iron
Age pottery and earlier, presumably residual, mater-
ial. These were pits 238, 316, 317, 4560, 4367, 4622,
4886 and 4933, 17, 4622, 4921, 4951 and 4983 were
bechive-shaped, 316, 317, 4620 and 4928 were
cylindrical and the rest were of irregular shape
49721, 4928, 4951, 4933 and 4983 occurred in a liner
north-south group 30m long and 10m-20m east of
the northern half of the Early Middle Iron Age
settlement: 8 occurred within the arc of structure
2288: 17 and 238 were close to structure 2410; 316,
317 and 1100 were within the area of structure 2160;
4567. 4620, 4622 and 4886 were within the area o
structure 5634; and 4560 cut the gully of structure
5602, OF these, the following contained additionzl
finds.

Irregular-shoped pit 238 contained a fragment of grecnsan:
FOMArY qusern.

Cylindrical pit 316 contained a bone spindle whrl, fragmenis
of two greensand rotary querns and was associated with M3 2

Cylindrical pit 317 conmined a friangular clay Iocmmwelgst

fragments of two greensand rotary querns and was associaied Wil
MS 2160

Irregular-shaped pit 1100 contained a fragment ol proessand
quern, a fling scraper and was associated with M3 2160

Irregular-shaped pit 4360 contained a bone imyplemetl:
cylindrical clay spindiewhord, six chalk Jpomweights and ¥
asancinted with 5 5602,

Ieregular-shaped pit 4567 comained fragments of <a¥ Ioce
weight, o sarsen weight, s chalk loomweight. 2 damaged PR
sand saddle quern amd was associated with CS5 5634

Bechive-shaped pit 4622 comained a fragment of tr= gl
loomwetghin

i

and was associated with C5 5634
Bechive-shaped pit 4921 contained a fragmen!
quern Y
Cylindrical pit 4928 contained a fragment o _I-'||.'|.'I'l'\-1-"'J 'ILL.-I.:L
Beehive-shaped pit 4983 contained a fling scraper and 45
i ts of human bone

of :'CI:‘.Il.\_J:_'

The comib volume of all these pils Wwas 4. 68m" W h ¥
average of 3.17m? (or toral of 48.02m"* and an average GLA
piis are defined as being maore than 0,75m deep and have 2 volur
of 1.5m* or more; only eleven pits meet these criteria
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Easton Lane. Distribution plan of Phase 8, Middle Iron Age, features and pottery.
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Fig 73. Easton Lane. Phase 8, Middle Iron Age: section of pits 1100 and 317.

Ditches and other features

Ditch 975 was stratigraphically later than ditches 928
and 1935 but could not be dated on ceramic grounds.
It could therefore be included in this phase. How-
ever the function of the curved ditch, although not
obvious, would seem to be connected with the Early
Middle Iron Age settlement and most likely predates
Phase X,

Middle Iron Age pottery was discovered in the
following additional features,

Area A: post-hole 34 in- MS 2410, post-hole 230 in M5 4019,
post-hobe 4602 in MS 5633, and post-hole 4906,

Area B: abon 1619 1n CS 2173,

Area H: post-haole 5019, pit 5347 and ditch 5302

None of these could be considered significant, and
arc believed to represent intrusive material,

gg?se 9. Late Iron Age/ Early Roman (Fig

Only a limited amount of pottery attributable to this
phase was recovered. However, most of it occurred
within a small area, Arca H (Fig 76%, where it served
to date securely a sequence of small enclosures which
were I'F'“ encountered during the Winnall Down
excavation. Congquest period pottery was also recoy.

ered from post-hole 1992 and pit 1100 in Area A, and
natural feature 2537 in Area B.

Enclosure ditches and structure

The ditches (Fig 77) formed the southern extent o
the enclosure system excavated at Winnall Down
(Phase 6 periods ii and iii). Two of the Winnal
Down ditches, 6732 and 6740, were pﬂrﬂ_‘-

excavated and numbered respectively as Easton
Lane Interchange 5293 and 5007. The ditches were
in two main sequences (Fig 78). The earliest Wit
5007, a shallow, 0.50m wide ditch with gent
sloping sides and 0.10m deep, which formed the
western limit of the enclosure system. Al 1%
southern end it formed a right-angle and was ”'mf
to the west for Sm, The second part of the sequer
was formed by the larger ditches, 5039, 5042, 22"
5295 and 5302, which defined a series of rc
enclosures. These enclosures are lettered D, i ;md_ l..
to maintain the sequence from Winnall Down. [n:
ditches around enclosure D, 5042 and the northe™
part of 5293, were 1.50m wide and 0.60m ‘i"‘qufv-
1.48m wide and 0.67m decp respectively. 'MM.:".‘
enclosure E were ditches 5042, 3302 and j
southern part of 5293. 5302 was 1.40m wide 3%
0.58m deep. The west and south sides of F -.1:
formed by ditches 5295 and 5039 whose respeet
dimensions were 2.20m wide by 0.85m deep e

: S
1.80m wide by 0.60m deep. From the plan 1t Jook

6664 . |
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Fig 74. Easton Lane. Phase 8, Middle Iron Age: sections of pits 316 and 4951.
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Fig 77. Easton Lane. Phase 9, Late Iron Age/Early Roman: sections of selected ditches.

if enclosure F was an addition to the sequence, but
the archacological evidence does not demonstrate
this. The enclosures covered an area of about 150m
north-south by 50m easi-west.

Within enclosure E and aligned on it was a
post-built structure, MS 5630, This consisted of
twenty-two . post-holes which formed a right-angle
with sides of 9.75m and 4.75m length, The longer
side was interrupted by pits 5361 and 5363, Eight
other post-holes occurred within the immediate area
of this structure,

Pits

Five pits were assigned to this phase: 5347, 5349,
3331, 5361 and 5363. The largest, although shallow,
was 3351 with a volume of 2.18m®. The rest werp
small steep-sided pits. No special finds were recov-
ered from these features. Their total volume was
4.84m’, mean 0.97m’. All five pits occurred within
the ditched enclosures and one, 5351, predated
post-hole structure 3630, since two post-holes cut it

Burials (Fig 79)

Five human skeletons were found in Area H. 1'1':.1:_%.
ane was directly dated, but all were assigned [..;..::1..]
phase because of their proximity to the d'“hf'f
enclosure and the lack of features from other phases
in their immediate vicinity.

. e pecovened foE
Most of the skeleton of a foctal' neonate was -"'_’::_'Cﬂj
" 0 - o a > 1y b “
layer 5337 in ditch 5624, a recut of enclosure ditch I- s
- : !
5263 was the skeleton of an old male in o disturbed, &

position with his head 1o the north. The burial had I“,:"' I.¥|..:_;
packed into & sub-rectangular pit, $107, 0.3%m decp, 0.799
by 0.46m wide, T
5264 was the skeleton of a woman aged '1"".4" W.JJ-Hu.I
crouched position with her head to the northwest n.'c,r:'_",—udwf‘
been tightly packed into a rectangular pit, 5103, i
L00m long by 0.55m wide b § 12
5338, a large oval grave-cut 0.28m deep, 1.64m Jong bY amat
wide, contained at feast two individuals. These were 2 “|' el
aged 17-25 vears, 5424, and moest of the skeleton “:I';' :;,_-;_
nreonate which was not recognised during excavation. ==
was in a crouched position with her head to the southeast
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Fig 78. Easton Lane. Phase 9, Early Roman, Area H: plan of enclosures, incorporating information from

Winnall Down.
E[I:}ase 10. Late Saxon and Medieval (Fig

Medieval pottery occurred throughout the site but
much of it was intrusive, especially in Areas B and
D. The overall lack of protective stratification, and
the position of some sherds in natural features and
the upper fills of earlier features, suggests a wide-
spread pattern of disturbance. Many of the features
provisionally dated to Phase 10 were post-holes or
shallow pits. The phase has been subdivided into
Late Saxon and Medieval,

Late Saxon Enclosure MS 5635 (Fig 81)

In Area F, a Late Saxon, rectangular ditched enclos-
ure was discovered. It had a maximum external

length of 40m and a width of 16.50m. The ditches,
634 and 5459 (Figs 82 and 83), were 0.40m-1.00m
wide, mean 0.70m, and 0.20m-0.35m deep, mean
0.2%m, and had irregular *U° shaped profiles. The
long axis ran west-northwest to east-southeast and
there was a 1.35m wide gap in the centre of the short
eastern side. The ditches contained the bow of a
fibula, an iron strip, & fragment of iron horseshoe,
three fragments of Mayen lava, a small fragment of
fired clay possibly from a loomweight, and a perfor-
ated ovster shell. The only feature to be found within
the enclosure was pit 654 which contained a rect-
angular iron ring and a bone plaque, and whose
section suggesis a possible post-pipe and packing.
The enclosure cut pit 5456 and was cut by pit 5461,
which contained an iron punch and a fragment of
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Fig 79. Easton Lane. Phase 9, Early Roman, Area H: detailed plans of burials.

worked antler. The overall dimensions and lack of
associated structural evidence strongly suggests that
this was net a roofed structure. However, the
amount of pottery and other finds recovered from
the enclosure could not have been derived from
purely agricultural activities.

Late Saxon pits (Fig 82)

Area F contained seven pits: 600, 610, 612, 621, 631,
654 and 5461, Of these, only 612, 621 and 631 were
less than 0.60m decp; however, only 654, which
occurred within the rectangular enclosure, contained
an appreciable amount of pottery. Pit 600 contained
articulated vertebrae and ribs from a horse (Fig 84)
which displayed pathology consistent with having
been ridden, It seems likely thar this pit group may
have been associated with the rectangular enclosure,

Medieval pits

Most of the pits assigned 10 this phase were shallow
and/or amorphous. These included 3585 in Area A:
89, 870, 1308 and 1627 in Area B; 2812 in Area D:
5265, 5267 and 5304 in Area H; and 7052 in Area
."r_'a-_-. However, pit 7059 in Area Mc was of reasonable
size and shape, as was pit 5103 in Ares H. which

contained a sheep skeleton (Fig 82).

Medieval pottery was found throughout pit group
633 in Area G, although the amount of intercutting
between pits made it impossible to assign specilc
pits to this phase. The pottery date has been applied
1o the general disturbance.,

Medieval ditches

A number of short sections of ditch were discovered
They formed parts of one or more systems o
rectilinear field boundaries which included those
found at Winnall Down.

In Area A there was a short east-west ditch, 459, 0.30m Wi

and 0. 10m deep; in Area I a north-south dirch, 3569, 0.30n
and 8.20m long; in Area H a discontinuous north-south dich
5341, 0.65m wide, 0.12m deep and with a total length of 22 40
(probably contineous with ditch 1100 from Winnall |}'.:'“-“:
Arca Me a discontineous east-west ditch, B067/6097, 1000
and 0.32m deep; and in transect 3 there was a short secii
north-south ditch, 3660, 0,40m wide and 0.16m desp.

Feature 509, transect 24, was a sand-filled naturel
fault which contained a reasonable amount of Medi
val pottery. It was oval in plan, 12.00m by . 50m,
and at least 1.00m deep. It may have been used 37
quarry,
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Chapter 3

The Finds

-
a

Finds of metal, by D E Farwell with a
contribution by C J Gingell

Table 7 summarises the distribution of metal objects
by phase.

Table 7, The distriburson of meral objects by phase. NP=Nor
Phased

Mails and other small iron objects frequently appear as
intrusive material.

MR R TR ARy, LY, A

Phase
45 68 9 10

: thjec
5635 ditch 634 from the st g 213 NP Toral
0.20m vertical scales m -
Bronze
Arrowhead = - - - =
Awl 1 - = -
Buckle - - - -
Fibula - - - -
Pin - ] = . : 2
Rings = = i = =il
Nails and
Miscellaneous
Iron
Buckle Plate -
Padlocks -
Punch
Nails and
Miscellaneous 4 14 3 I 13 13 48

|
Pk s s [ s e

(9 ]
g
o8 ]
en
=

S .

e

Copper alloy (Fig 85

.. Awl, round section, one end drawm oot into a point, the
ather Aattened 10a chisel end. Length 2%mm. 5F 3 in Phase

3, Early Bronze Age, cremation 507, Area F

Ammowhead, by G | Gingell
1. Tunged arrowhead. SF 224 in Phase 4, Middle Bronze Age,
pit 1498, Area A,

This object consisis of a slender triangular blade terminar
ing in an oval tang flanked by short barbs, Length 36.Bmom;
width 20. 1mm; weight 1.7g. Throughout; it consists of thin
sheet metal; masimumm thickness 0.96mm at centre of blade
The edges are eroded; the point, small areas of the blade and
the tips of the both the tang and the barbs dre missing
Onherwise, the surface condition s good, the metal overdain
by patches of thin black patina with pirting confaming o

little powdery oxice

The shape does not appear 1o resuly from casting, but 10
have been from a small bar or rod. On one surface a very
shight, fat midrib is flanked by broad bevels, the other
sirface bemng almost flat. A few hammer mar ks are discer

0505

mu{h;

00 from the

nabbe on the bevel of the blade, but the etched surface does
not show honing marks under magnification., The barbs
appear 10 have been cut away from the tang with a cold
chisel, leaving a weak constriction at the top of the tang. The
resulting groove has been ground or “filed’ with a very
narrow edged tool (<0.4mm wide

Alternative interpretations of this object are i) a razor, i) a
tanged arrowhead. Both rmzors and arrowheads are usually
Although the short flar wang does bear a fainn
resemblance to the tangs of bifid razors, the combination of
a tnangualar blade and barbs is not found on anv Britsh
razor

Unnl recently the only certain finds of bronze arrowheads
from Britmin were the tanged arrowhead from the Penard
Hoard, Gower; and a larger example, a chance find from
Water Dean Bottom, Enford, 'Wilts. The writer has now
idemified a spurred arrowhead from a later Bronze Age
settlement at Rowden, Winterbourne Steepleton, Dorset
Woodward forthcoming)

Tanged arrowheads are found in Eurcpean grave groups
and occasionally in hoards, almost entirely distributed to the
west of the Rh Mercer's survey (1970) shows that the
form occurs in e, Spain and the Oberpfalz of Germany
during the Tumulus and Umfield periods (Bronze B
onwards) and can be expected o have lasted untal Halstait
B. The Penard find of Bronze DVHakstan A date may suggest
that the tvpe belongs 1o the beginning of the Late Bronze
Age in Britain. The example from Easton Lane would
appear (o be a crode copy of the continental form; only the
Penard find, with its Breton links. and that from Water
Dean Bottom can be closely paralleled with examples from
Eurape.

caslings

Pin, bent, head formed from strip wound round shafr, traces
of solder or plating. Probably intrusive. Length (bent
30.5mm. 5F 264 in Phase 4, Middle Bronze Age, post-hole
1591, part of structure 2375, Arca B

Strip, Emm wide, folded over 1o form sqoare Smm by 7mm
with a triangukar shaft. Possible clasp. SF | in post-hole 20
associated with Phase 7, Early Middle Iron Age, structure
2410, Area &

Wire or benr shank, the tip missing. Diamcter of wire tapers
from 1. Tmm o 1.0mm. Formed into loop. Diameter 15mm.
SF 362 in Phase 9. Early Roman, ditch 5295, Area H

Bow of fibula with part of the hinge intact, traces of whirte
metal coating on hinge and at hinge end of bow, Longitud-
inal and transverse decoration, five wransverse rods within
the mietal of the bow. Length 44mm. 5F 620 in Phase 10,
Late Saxon, ditch 5459, Area F

Buckle, bar with lobed ends and broken side pieces,
damaged but probably of single-sided D-shaped form, sec-
tion half-octagonal and hali-worn smooth with facets surviv-
ing on the outer surfaces only. Length 27mm. SF 5in Phase
10, Medieval, quarry 509, transect 24.

Strip, bent tapering fragment with puiched decoration,
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head from post-hole 4648 which was associated with structure
5633

A pail was recovered from Phase 9, Late Iron Age’ Early
Roman, post-hole 3508 in Area H.

12, Punch, square section, 3mm thick, wmpering slightly by
0.5mm to each end, one end burred and slightly deformed,
the other flar. Possibly a nail or rivet punch. Length 82mm.
SF 304, in Phase 10, Medieval, pit 5461, Area F. Possibly
derived lrom structure 5635, i

Six other objects were recovered from Phase 10, Late Saxon and
Medseval, features; none are illustrated. They were a fragment of
cvlindrical brazed casing from a barrel padlock, length 73mm,
maximum diameter 47mm, from quarry 509, transect 245 a small
fragment of cylindrical brazed casing with a ribbed outer surface
from a barrel padlock, length 42mm, width 33mm, from pic 610,
Area F; an irregular, damaged fragment with four rivet holes and
mraces of white m plating from & buckle plate, length 25mm,
width 22mm, lmm thick, from quarry 509, transect 24; an
irregular rectangular strip, broken end cur and partly rolled,
pissibly part of a buckle plate, length 30mm, width 18mm,
Jmm thick, from ditch 634, Area F; a crudely folded rec ular
ring, length 33mm, width 22mm, from pit 654, Area F; and a
fragment of horseshoe with one attached nail, nail 2%mm long,
fragment length 43mm, nail hole diameter Smm, from ditch 5459,
Area F

MNails and nail fragments were recovered from the following
diditional Phase 10 conrexts: pits 600 and 621 in Area F, 1308 in
1 B, 3585 in Area I and 7052 and 7059 in Area Me; ditches
634 in Arca F, 3569 in Area ) and 3660 in transect 3; and quarry
509 in vransect 24. None are illusiraned

Mails and nail fragments were recovered from the following
wphased contexts: pits 389 and 105% in Area B, 3689 in Area D,
n Arca G and 6083 in Area Mc; post-holes 2852 and 2866 in
Area D ditch 522 in transect 21; and natural features 78 in
transect 19, 637 in Area F, 3095 and 3514 in Area D and 4949 in
1 A, MNone are illustrated

The Neolithic and Bronze Age Pottery, by
Ann B Ellison

The Neolithic and Bronze Age assemblage from
Easton Lane comprises 841 sherds and seven near
complete vessels. Much of the material (54%) was of
Middle or Late Bronze Age date, but all earlier
phases were well represented (Table 10). Of the
sherd material, 108 items possessed diagnostic form
or decoration and a selection of these feature sherds,
together with the seven more complete vessels are
illustrated below (Figs 86 1o 88). In view of the great
variety of styles represented, decorative technigues
emploved, and the wide distribution of the material
across the site, descriptions of these key terms are
also provided.

In order w provide the maximum amount of
chronological information it was decided to char-
actenise as much of the material as possible and this
was achieved by designing a detailed fabric classifi-
cation. A series of 16 fabric types was identified
macroscopically. Detailed deseriptions may be found
in the site archive, but the main characteristics are
summarised in Table 8. By careful analysis of the
featured sherds it proved possible 1o assess the date
ranges of cach fabric and these are also shown in
Table %, It should be noted that whilst some fabric
Iypes are specific to particular forms of a single
period (e D2 = Grooved ware; A5 — Middle Bronze
Age fine ware), many of them occur in a variety of

NEOLITHIC AND BRONZE AGE POTTERY g3

types through time. Thus, fabric D1 was used for
Grooved ware, Beakers and Early Bronze Age urns,
fabric A7 may belong to Grooved ware or Late
Bronze Age vessels, and fabric C5 might denote
pottery of Late Neolithic, Beaker, Early Bronze
Age, Middle Bronze Age, or Late Bronze Age date.
Sometimes it was possible to determine a closer date
for single sherds on the grounds of further char-
acteristics such as texture, surface treatment and
sherd thickness. Using this data it was then possible
to ascribe period designations to almost all the sherd
material and thus to provide a substantial contri-
bution to the dating evidence for the site as a whole,
The occurrence of pottery by context and details of
the feature sherds (numbers 1000-1115) are
recorded in the archive, while a summary of the
incidence of Neolithic and Bronze Age potiery across
the site is given in Tables 8-10 and Figs 86 to 88,

Phase 1A. Early Neolithic

Thirty-six sherds of Early Neolithic fabric were
identified. Feature sherds include fragments from
plain round-based bowls, of average diameter 14cm,
and a single sherd bearing an oval lug and incised
decoration, possibly belonging to the Ebbsfleet style.

[Mustrated items (Fig 86)
I. Rim of bowl. Fabric D4, Context 82, pit 1017, Area B

2. Rim of bowl. Fabric C4. Context 3217, MBA dirch 1054,
Area B

3. Applied oval lug with vertical perforarions; incised inclined
lines ahove and below lug. Fabkric D3
Context 3357, pit group 653, Area (.

Phase 2A. Late Neolithic

One hundred and sixtv-five sherds of Late Neolithic
type were idenufied. Some fragments of Peter-
borough ware were recovered, but most of the items
were from a series of distinct Grooved ware vessels
found mainly in pit 1017, which contained the Late
Meolithic burial. The minimum number of vessels
represented is six, four in fabric D1, one in fabric D2
and one in fabric D3.

Ilustrated items (Fig 86)
Peterborough ware

4. Plain rim with miernal moalding. Fabric D4, Context 82,
pit 1017, Area B.

5, Shoulder fragment decorated with inclined rows of rwisted
cord-impressions above and below the carination. Maortlake
style. Fabric D4, Context 24, amorphous feature 23 in Iron
Age occupation area A

6. Two paning shoukder fragments, decorated with paired rows
wal impressions. Mortlake stvle. Fabric D4, Context

rd from lower body, decorared with uneven rows of
fingernail impressions, Fengate sivle. Fabrie D3, Context
1019, pit 1007, Arca B,
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Contexts 1040 and 1049, pit

amd 12

baro Ware

sherd from lower body, decorated with irregular fingers
vng depth. Fengate stvle, Fabric B
1017, Al B

Eim miternal bevel, decor 1 with parallel
RrGones overlupping finger-tiy pressons
o the top oof the rim. Fabric D1, Conpext 1084, it 1017,
Area B

T'wa further amilar rim sherds (oot tlusirated) frod oia-
texts | pin 1017 ca B oand 1056, MBA ditch 1054, Area

1

worvied decor

7, Ares B
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Sand inclusions
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F and G
Shell Inclusions
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and large Sh

- moderate small Sh

Chalk inclusions
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Table 1. Neolithic and Bronze Age Pottery: the occurrence of pottery (number of sherds) by period and fearure area

Phase:
Period:

Meolithic features
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1 & 3
Earlier Late Beaker
Neolithic Neolithic

Area B 10 101 3
Area G 10 23 4

EBA cemeterics
Area F ;
Area D )

EBA features

Area Mc

Areas B.CLE 5 1 =
Area W -
Areas DLH 1 1

MBA ditches

TOOE.
3200
1054
1810
1692

, 6073 - =

, 972 3 5 =

, 1010 2 =

(T |

Residual:

in Iron Age

ditches

Area A 1 1

in Iron Age
pCcupation

Area A 1 4 4

n Saxon
enclosure
Area F - 14 3

Other ) - &

1

EBA

34
il

[ |

TOTALS 36 .llfsS 30
GRAND TOTAL : 848

M,

Shoulder sherd from s domestic vessel with random, paired
fingemnail impressions. Fabric AT, Pit 6053, Arca Mc.

Phase 2B. Early Bronze Age Urns (Fig 87)

35

3.

10

Large portion of simple rim and collar from a Collared wrm,
decorated with cord-impressed lines Inside the upper rim
and on the collar. Form mdeterminate. Fabric D], Crema-
won 507, Area F

Rim and shoulder of vessel with internal motubding. Incised
herringbone decoration on - the rim chamfer, the internal
maoulding and above the shoubder; 2 row of oval impressions
on a slight raised cordon at the shoulder and a row of vertical
mcisions immediately below. Fabric D4, Enlarged Food
Vessel umn

Context 82 in pit 50, Arca B

-39, Rim, body and base sherds of a Collared urn. Internal
rim bevel and plain lower collar fragment; no decoration
surviving, Fabric DS, Context 82 in pit 80, Area B. Conlext
2790, MBA ditch 1054, Area B.

Collar fragment from & Collared un, decorsted with widely
'\.E_':Ia.'ud vertical incised lines. Fabric 5. Context 2790, MBA
ditch 1054, Area B,

72

41.

41

44.

45,

4 4/5 5
MBA M/LBA LBA Mot TOTAL
dated

| 4 20 173
& 3 2 10 B3
P - - = g
= = L 3
z - | 21 s

26 25 11 4 2
2 5 11 ]

11 4 = 4 21

51 7 3 4
| - | - +

B0 46 13 15 173

13 10 16 - 45
3 10 1 - 13
2 - 1 7

34 24 4 3 78
- = 1 - 18
B 1 5 18

238 l-ﬂt 72 B7

Shoulder fragment, decorated with a row of oval impres-
sions. Collared urn, Fabeic D, Pt 600, Arca F.

Sherd from upper bady of a Biconical urn, bearing part of an
applied plain cordon, probably a horseshoe-shaped handle

Fabric. AR, Context 712, pir 317, residual in Iron Age
occupation ares A.

Flat-topped rim of a bipartite urn. Fabric A6, Context 771,
natural feature 364 within CS 2375, Area B

Bipartite urn with internal rim bevel, raised shoulbder
cordon, complex applied cordons forming two inverted-V
‘handles’ and two applied hugs, damaged, but pessibly of the
mammilated type. Biconical urn; Inception Serics. Fabric
AR, Cremation 1705, Area D

Lower body of bipartite . or bucket-shaped um: no
decaration surviving. Fabric AS. Cremation 1700, Area I

Bipartite urn with rows of finger-Lip iMpressions on the 1og
of the rim and at the shoulder; four applicd cordan
horsestioe handles decorated with finger-tip impressions; the
interior of the hase impressed with random finger-tip inden-
tations. Biconical urn; Supplementary Serics. Fabric AS
Cremation 1705, Area [
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Phase 3A. Middle Bronze Age Urns (Fig 88)

&7 Basc angle of urn with vertical finger-smeaning on cxICTion.

Fabric AR, Context 4684, cremation 4683, Area A.

48, Simple plain rim. Type | Globular urn Fabric A5. Context
772, navural feature 364 with C5 2375, Area B.

49, Upper body sherds, decorated with shallow-tooled Ixal.n:.k.
Tvpe I Globular urmn, possibly the same vessel as Fig B8 -I-H
abave. Fabric A6, Context 2362, natural feature 364 with G5

2375, Arca B.

0. Rim sherd, decorated with shallow-toabed lines Type 1
Globular urn. Fabric AS. Conrext 2738, MBA dirch 1054,
Area B

51. Upper body sherd decorated with shallow-tooled lines _aﬂd a
row of circular impressions. Type | Globular um, Fabric
Ab. Context 4925, pit 4921, residual in Iron Age occupation,
Arez A

52, Half a vertically perforated, plain horizontal lug. Fabric AT
Context 3424, post-hole 3423, Area D.

53 Rim and base angle from Bucket urn; decorated with a row
of finger-tip impressions on the top of the rim and a row of
perforations, bored from outside before firing, below the
rim. Fabric A%, Context 6040, pit 6039, Area Mc.

54, Plain rim, slightly expanded. Bucket urn. Fabric A8. Con-
text 3757, post-hale 3756, MS 5638, Area D

55. Expanded T-shaped plain rim of wn with a slightly bipartite
profile; one perforation surviving passibly from a row below
the rim. Fabric A7. Context 1499, pit 1498 in Iron Age
occupation area, transect 18,

6. Body sherd with raised cordon decorated with finger-tip
impressions, Bucket urn. Fabric AB. Context 1749, post-
hole 1748, Arca [

7. Body sherd with applied cordon decorated with finger-tip
impresssons. Bucket urn. Fabric A%, Context 2112, pn
2154, Area A

58. Base of urn, bored as a weight., Fabric C5. Context 2738,
MBA dirch 1054, Arca B,

59. Base of a Bucket urn, Fabrc A9. Context 3346, post-hole
5345, M5 5652, Area H.

Phase 3B. Late Bronze Age Vessels

60, Shoulder sherd decorated with vertical slashes, pessibly
executed by a flint tool. Fabric C5, Context 512, pit group
653, Ares G.

6. Shoulder sherd decorated with a row of vertical fingernail
inpressions. Fabric C5. Context 678, pit group 653, Area G.

62 5_|:|-.II.I|L|<tr sherd decorated with & row of fingertip impres-
sions, Fabric G5, Context 4904, gully 319, Iron Age struc
ture 2164, Ared A

Discussion

Tln_.- Easton Lane assemblage includes a remarkable
variety of ceramic styles dating from all periods of
the MNeolithic and Bronze Age and provides a very
significant contribution 1o our knowledge of ceramic
development both in the county of Hampshire and in
the Wessex region. The Grooved ware sherds and
the Biconical urns are of particular significance but
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the most important aspect is regarded to be g,
recovery of so much diagnostic material from sych
wide range of domestic and t:unt:rur:.' '-'“”tf-‘“hwilhn:
a very limited block of prehistoric landscape.

Excavated sites of Neolithic date are rare iy
Hampshire and the occurrence of Early Neolihi,
plain wares, Peterborough ware and Grooved ware
at Easton Lane is notable. Both major styles gf
Peterborough ware are represented, and two of the
Fengate sherds were associated with Grooved ware
in the Neolithic burial pit 1017. Such association
are rare and, although early Beaker material i
present on the site, neither the Peterborough o
Grooved wares are associated with Beaker material
Thus the site does not appear to comply with the
patterns of secular and ritual division outlined by
Thorpe and Richards (1984); however, Neolithic
burials are rare indeed and different sets of ceramic
regulation may apply in specific funerary contexts
The Grooved ware vessels belong to the Durrington
Walls style. The rim, Fig 86.23, matches Durring
ton Walls form 136 (Wainwright and Longworth
1971, 57, Fig 20) and many of the decorative motifs
can be paralleled at the type site (eg Fig 86.14 and
16; Wainwright and Longworth 1971, Figs 26a top,
and Fig 27 centre). Previously the only Grooved
ware known from Hampshire comprised scatters of
small sherds within the mound material of three
Bronze Age round barrows in various areas of the
county and a pit bencath a fourth at Latch Farm,
Christchurch (Wainwright and Longworth 1571,
276-7).

The Beaker material at Easton Lane includes an
interesting group of rusticated ‘domestic ware,
a Late Style sherd and an Early or Middle Stylk
plain Beaker from a series of features in the south-
west sector of the site (Fig 86.27-34) and the
remarkable ridged handle (Fig 86.26) which prob-
ably belonged to a Southern Handled Beaker. This
was associated with the Enlarged Food "r"-'-*'!*«'!
described below and can be paralleled on a Handled
Food Vessel from Balmuick, Perth, and a Handled
Bowl from Whitwell, Dorset (Clarke 1970, 417 1081
and 409.1035).

Three styles of Early Bronze Age urn are repre
sented. A minimum of five Collared urns include
plain vessels, one with a row of stabs on the shoulir
(Fig 87.41) and the upper portion of an urn With
simple rim and concave collar and carrying card-
impressed decoration on the collar and inside the it
(Fig 87.35). This vessel probably belongs w Lo
worth’s Secondary Series and bears some similanic
to the urn from Stockbridge, Hants :_Lung'-‘:t'[‘-"
1984, Plate 209 b). The Enlarged Food Vessel urt
(Fig 87.36) does not belong to the series of R'dgulj
Food Vessel urns usually found in southe?
England. In contrast to these sparsely-decorsics
urns, known from Dorset (Forde-Johnston Hﬁ,
and from Amesbury 71 and Shrewton 23 in “"E[“hT
(Christie 1967, 350; Green and Rollo-Smith I%I"
299), the Easton Lane vessel bears compleX .E".r.-.
ringbone decoration which is more charactenstic
Yorkshire Vase Food Vessels, but can be matched 12
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the south on the Food Vessel from the Bishop’s
Waltham barrow (Ashbee 1957, Fig 9).

In his recent analysis of Biconical urns, Tomalin
has defined an Inception Series of urns., char-
actenised by one or more of nine formal characteris-
tics and a silicous fabric type, all of which may be
matched on the Continent during the Early Bronze
Age (Tomalin 1983). A Supplementary Series
includes further Biconicals which have silicous
wemper, usually flint, but lack the definitive formal
raits of the Incepuon Series. The Biconical urns
from Easton Lane are some of the besg provenanced
vessels belonging to these groups. The urn with
complex plastic decoration, possibly mammilated
lugs and flint temper (Fig 87.44) is a fine addition to
the Inception Series. The decoration can be matched
on the vessels from Amesbury 68, Wilts (unpub-
lished, Salisbury Museum), and Bere Regis 46b,
Dorset (Calkin 1964, Fig 14, 8), while the profile is
similar to the plain lugged urn from Roke Down,
Bere Regis (Warne 1866, Pl IV, 4). The second
Biconical urn (Fig 87.46), decorated with rows of
finger-tip impressions and four finger-tip impressed
horseshoes, and also tempered with flint, belongs 1o
Tomalin's Supplementary Series. Other urns closest
to this example in form, albeit with only wo
horseshoes, are those from Bulford 71a, Wilts
(Abercromby 1912, no 373), and Hythe, Hants
(Godden 1966). An urn from Odiham, Hants, pos-
sesses four horseshoe handles, but does not have a
flint-tempered fabric (Willis 1954).

It is of particular interest that these two Biconical
urns at Easton Lane were associated in the same
feature; indeed, they were placed one inside the
other. The Inception Series urn had been deposited
upright in the pit and around it had been placed
large portions or slabs of the Supplementary Series
urn, which seemed to have been carefully dismem-
bered for the purpose. A few fragments had been
deposited within, or had fallen into, the interior of
the complete urn, just above the level of the
cremated bones (Figs 25, 27 and 28). The rite of
“slab" burial recalls the phase C Barrel urn inter-
ments at Kimpton, Hants (Dacre and Ellison 1981,
159-165), but cannot be paralleled further afield.
The rite may have been more widespread in the
Early Bronze Age but the fact that urns of this date,
most of which were excavated in the nineteenth
century, survive intact in museum collections,
militates against this. On the other hand, fragments
of urns, and even those of large size, may not have
been retained from antiquarian excavations. The
proximity and probable association of a second
bural contained in a Biconical or Bucket urn (Fig
47.45) and the inhumation burials, one of which
included the amber and shale or lignite necklace, is
ol particular interest and chronological significance.

The Middle Bronze Age assemblage conforms to
the Central Wessex group defined elsewhere { Dacre
and Ellison 1981, 173-183), There is 2 minimum of
five Type I Globular urns represented, similar to
those excavated on the Winnall Down Trading
Estane immediately west of the Easton Lane site. In

LATER PREHISTORIC POTTERY 91

particular, the filled triangle motif and row of circu-
Iar_ impressions (Fig 88.49-51) can be matched in
Winnall Pits A and B (Hawkes 1969, Fig 2.1-3).
Some of the Bucket urns have finger-tip impressed
cordons on top of the rim, and rows of perforations
below the rim (Fig 88.53 and 55 are more
commonly found in eastern England, especially East
Anglia (Longworth and Ellison forthcoming).

Although the later Bronze Age Post Deverel-
Rimbury plain ware tradition does not appear 1o be
represented in the present assemblage, a group of
plain, hooked-rim and finger-smeared jars was
associated with the Late Bronze Age structures
il'.l'll'.l'l.i!dl'drl.‘l}' west of the main Winnall Down enclos-
ure (Fasham 1985, 61, Fig 51). However, the Bronze
Age sequence is now completed by the occurrence of
a substantial quantity of sherds characterised by a
hard, Late Bronze Age fabric, some of which defi-
nitely derived from shouldered jars with impressed
decoration on the line of the shoulder (Fig
88.60-62). These belong to the Late Bronze Age
decorated tradition of the eighth to seventh centuries
BC and are well-matched in the assemblage from the
ring-ditch on Easton Down (Fasham 1982, 36, Fig
16, 40 and P41),

Later Prehistoric Pottery, by ] W Hawkes

Introduction

A consideration of the later prehistoric pottery from
Easton Lane obviously involves reference to the
Winnall Down sequence, although the comple-
mentary nature of the two groups with little overlap
in fabrics has not necessitated a completely inte-
grated approach.

The computer-based recording used for Winnall
Down enabled a large number of investigations and
analyses 10 be undertaken which could not be rep-
licated by the manual methods available for the
processing of bulk records from Easton Lane. The
Trust for Wessex Archaeology (manual) pottery
recording syvstem incorporates much of the phil-
osophy and design of the MARC3 system, and at the
archival level, the range of recorded attributes for
the Winnall Down and Easton Lane assemblages is
virtually wdentical. The disparity between manual
and computerised recording is more pronounced at
levels of advanced or complex analyses where con-
siderations of time and finance preclude the full
exploitation of the collected data (Fasham and
Hawkes 1980).

Such limitations are, in this particular case, not
overly restrictive. The spatial analyses carried out for
Winnall Down are less appropriate for Easton Lane
where a comparatively small quantty of later prehis-
toric and Roman pottery was dispersed over a wide
area. At Easton Lane, there were 2,728 sherds from
1 hectare of Iron Age settlement {and that from
within a total excavated area of 5 hectares). By
comparison there were 8,645 sherds of Iron Age
pottery from an area of 1.26 hectares at Winnall
Down, at a density 2.5 rimes greater than Easton
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derived were secondary or
pits, and many ol the

Lane, Over 56% ol 1
Easton Lane pottery
tertiary contexts in ditches or
remainder were post-holes, slots, gullies, cleaning
lavers and non-archaeological features containng
only very small quantites; 77.5% of contexts with
pottery contained less than ten sherds, and 39.3%
contained only one sherd (i (erms of weight, 80.3%
of contexts with pottery contancd less than 100g,
and 41.2% contained less than 10g

Method

[he pottery was sorted into fabric groups on the
basis of visible inclusions, counted and weighed.
Featured sherds (rims, bases, decorated and perior-
ated sherds) were individually classified by type and
by vesscl form where possible. This information on
featured sherds, together with diameters, percentage
present and surface (reatment where appropriate
has been subject to limited analysis by computer, all
wher aspects being recorded as a paper archive

Chronology and Phasing

There i little in the way of internal evidence to assist
the construction of a chronology for the Easton Lane
pottery tercutting stratigra-
phy, and cursory cxaminanon of poticry [rom the
very few sequences of pit deposits available does not

There was no usell

SUEREM t anv of these groups need be considered
to represent an extended time span. No radiocarbon
samples relevant to the Iron Age were available

It has therefore proved necesary to rely on external
models o impose a chronological scheme. The
divisions proposed for Danebury (Cunliffe 1984) are
based on varicties of vessel form and decoration
which are relevant to other parts of Hampshire, and

which can be used a3 a relerence ag
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as essentially complementary assemblages, areg

overlap between the two groups being confined |
parts of the Early Iron Age and latest Iron A
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Roman period represented by very small ilu-.lfa.
of pottery from both sites, and for the Middle [;
Age, where matcnal comparable to Dancbury cp
forms the bulk of the Winnall Down assemblage e
is present only in negligible quantties ;t Ea
Lane. Arguments in [avour of a continuity betwess
Winnall Down Phases 3, Early lrom Age, an
Middle Iron Age (Hawkes in Fasham 1985
and supporting text}, must now be ac
be overstated, although conservative clements par
cularly within the Hint tempenng tradition
undoubtedly exist

There has been no lormal quantbcaton of re

whedped

duality or intrusion; the occurrence of obwvious
intrusive Medieval pottery in carlier conlexts sug
gests the problem may be common In areas o
site lacking quantities of readily identifiable anache
nistic material, redeposition may be widespread by

undetectable; wherever distunctive lorms, fabrics or

decorative types have occurred in apparently
rbed contexts, this information has been used
provide phasing. The scope for intra-site an:
thus severely limited by the rchance on ¢

chronologies and the subsequent moorporat
the pottery information into the site phasing

Fabrics
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their principal inclusions (Table 11) and are
described in summary form only. Full fabric
descriptions are held in archive.

The criteria for the fabric divisions are based on
the physical constituents of the pottery body withou
any expectation that they should necessarily repre-
sent distinct chronological periods, sources or manu-
facturing techniques. An informal assessment of the
vessel forms represented (Table 12) does allow some
suggestions of chronological separation to be made,
however (Fig 90).

Fabrics B2/B4/C3 are rare, distinctive and readily
identifiable with Early Iron Age vessel forms; fabrics
B1/B3/C4 are equally distinctive and are associated
only with undecorated saucepan pots and relared
vessels, Fabric Al is the same as Winnall Down
fabric 3. At Easton Lane it 15 associated with unde-
corated saucepans, and the three examples of
decorated saucepan and also (rarely) with post-
saucepan forms; at Winnall Down it also comprised
the bulk of the developed, decorated saucepan tradi-
tion missing from Easton Lane. Fabric A2 is a
flint-tempered fabric less well-sorted, more variable
and coarser than Al, broadly comparable 1o Winnall
Down fabric 2. Found in the same vessel forms. it is
associated with post-saucepan forms significantly
more frequently than Al. Inevitably broadly
defined, A2 may also incorporate elements of the
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Table
fabnc.

Later Prehistoric — Boman Potrery

Al Well-sorted flints up to 2mm = Winnall 3

Al Ill-assorted flints up to 3mm

A3

Ad
AS

Bl

B2
B3
B4

Cl1
C2
C3
C4
C5
Ch
7
L1
ca

As A2 with added sand and rare black

IENEOUS emper

Very dense fine flints less than Imm

Sparse flint, abundant micaceous sand

(LIA/RE)

; Total Group A
Nao visible remper, little or no added

sand = Winnall 27

Micaceous haematite-coated bowl fabric

As Bl with added vegetable temper
As B2 with very sparse fine flint
Total Group B

LIA/RE Micaceous sandy ware

Black-burnished type ware

As C1 with larger quartz inclusions

As C1 with occassional chalk

Wheel-turned grevwares
Corfe Mullen type ware

Mica-dusted red sandy RB fine ware
Slightly micaceous red sandy ware
Very sparse grog in sandy matrix

Cl0  Miscellanevus oxidised RE sandy wares

Total Group C

93

. Quantities of later prekisioric and Roman pottery by

No Wi
in g
499 9243
803 12,686
20 179
7 62
5 98

1,334 22,268

963 7.791
9 ]
o4 1,632
2 4

1,068 9,481

160 1338
1 4
3 46
11 249
50 460
i1
21 B4
2 5l
41 218
5 89

297 2,549

pre-saucepan  flint-tempered  tradition  which, [r.?]i :{;:;_" .5::5' :i::;}:”:r:ﬂ;?my — i S;
together with fabrics A3 and A4, form a very small  Samian ' 10 137
proportion  of the assemblage. Heavily sand-  Amphorae 11 24
tempered fabrics (C1, C2, C5, C10, D1 with grog, Total Miscellaneous . v |
A5 with sparse flint) dominate the later Iron Age —
period, fabrics C1 and C5 at least incorporating Overall Towl 2,728 34,719
Table 12, Later prehistonie and Romean vessel forms by fabnc.

Saucepans Jars/Bowls Other Forms

s$1 s 8 n 2 3B K B DL XI X X3 X4
Al 10 12 3 7 B 5 - - : = - - ~
A2 2 3 u 4 1 - - - - - -
Al 1 = 1 - 1 1 = = = H =
Ad e 1 % 4 _ z 3 b = i _ .
AS & =k u = = 1 - - - g E
Bl 10 5 7 7 | - - e = E = .
B2 = - : = - - - 3 e =
B3 2 3 1 2 - - = 1 m = = . =
Cl % 1 _ ; 3 2 1 3 2 3 1 i -
3 " i T } : Z - - - - -
C4 1 = : E 1 - = - = T
5 z = 3 = = - 5 - F.
o X E 1 o 1 = = =
Towd 26 26 11 17 18 15 3w 2 3 1 3

RL'."' 0 Vessel Forms
Saucepan Pots  S1 Straight—sided

52 Incurving sides
53 Outflaning sides

Jarg/Bowls  J1 Slack—shouldered
12 Shouldered
J3 Bead nm
J4 Mecked and everted
15 Everted

(hher Forms

VL. Dash or Lid
X2 RB beaker

X1 Furrowed bowl
X3 Cordoned jars
X4 Flanged bowls
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Fig 90. FEaston Lane. Easton Lane pottery fabrics related to the Danebury ceramic phases.

wheel-thrown vessels. Fabrics C6-C9 are a range of
distinctive post-conquest wares.

Mo petrological examination has been carried out
on the fabrics. Examination by thin section of pot-
tery from Winnall Down (Fasham 1985, 60-61)
revealed no evidence for any distinctive or neces-
sarily non-local groups.

Early Iron Age (Phase 6)

Evidence for the Early Iron Age is extremely limited;
only fabrics B2, B4 and C3 arc necessarily of this
period, forms identified being haematite-coated fur-
rowed bowls (Fig 91.1-2) and round-bodied bowls
(Fig 91.3-4), possibly also originally haemarite-
coated but with badly abraded surfaces. Scratch-
cordoned bowls, which formed the majority of the
identifiable haematite-coated vessels from a small
assemblage at Winnall Down, are absent,

The single sherd of the micaceous sandy fabric C3
is of a thin-walled vessel with a design of recessed
dots inhilled with white paste set in a triangular or
lozenge-shaped border (Fig 91.5). Stylistically an
Early All Cannings type of decoration, the sherd is
comparable in fabric to contemporary examples from
central Wiltshire (C Gingell pers com) and is
unlikely to be local to Easton Lane.

Typaologically, the slack-shouldered jar (Fig 91.6)
15 also best considered an Early lron Age vessel. Irt:\;
densely flint-gritted fabric, it is finer and thinner-
walled than the majority of examples from Winnall
Down. It 15 possible that other sherds of this period
are unrecognised amongst the flint-tempered group.

Mong of this material was recovered [rom contexes
themselves identifiable as Early Iran Age, and pn:};u.-
mably derived from a settlement focus within the
Phase 3 enclosure at Winnall Down,

Middle Iron Age (Phases 7 and 8)

The Middle Iron Age component of the Easton Lane

assemblage can be compared to cp 6 at Danebury
(Cunliffe 1984), comprising undecorated saucepan
pots to the virtual exclusion of all other vessel forms,
The saucepan pots are consistent in fabric and
largely repetitive in shape; although essentially
straight-sided vessels (gg Fig 91.10 and 14), van-
ations exist with rounded profiles resulting in incur-
ving upper sections {¢g Fig 91.7-8) or flaring profiles
{eg Fig 91.15).

Fabrics divide into two groups: fine sandy wares
(B1 and, with added organic material, B3) and flint
(Al and A2). At Winnall Down the flint fabrics, in
particular Al, continued into a later phase where
they occurred as decorated saucepans often with
expanded rims (Danebury cp 7), represented at
Easton Lane only by the illustrated examples (Fig
91.18-200. At Winnall Down, undecorated flint-
tempered saucepans were only very rarely associated
with sandy examples, and it scems likely that there
was a transition from sand to flint fabrics within the
plain saucepan phase, here used to differentiate
Phases 7 and &, ;

Surface treatment in the form of extemd
burnishing is common on the flint-tlempered fabrics;
but is also present on sandy fabrics where its (i
incidence is likely to be substantially underestimated
because of easily abraded, flaking surfaces. .

Analysis of wvessel diameter (the only extn!
measurement of size) reinforces the impressiod
gained from the Winnall material of a tightly defined
range consistent on both sites (Fig 92). Comparisof®
between flint-tempered and sand-tempered .;x;s_m]“h'f
(archive) reveals no significant differences in U
range or absolute values of vessel diameter.

Late Iron Age/Roman (Phase 9)

% 2 = AlE
Finds of pottery datable to the posi-saucepan, i o
Iron Age through to the Early Roman period; I1I'-':‘1
almost entirely confined to Area H in the soutie®
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INCLRVING |
SALICEPANS |

EASTON LAMNE

Ej WINNALL DOWN

:E [:::@HI‘:\II

[hameser in mm

WA

Winnall Down.

extension of the Roman enclosure system at Winnall
Down, deriving from ditch fills or pits within or
immediately adjacent to the enclosures. The small
quantity recovered (essentially the Group C fabrics,
plus samian and amphorae) is reflected by the
restricted range of forms; the date range proposed
for the longer, more varied, Winnall Down assem-
blage (end of first century BC through to mid-second
century AD) would adequately encompass all the
pottery from this phase. Correlation of fabrics with
those from Winnall Down, associations of forms to
fabric, and details of distribution are held in archive.

llustrated Items (Fig 91)

i

6,

Rilled body sherd from Furrowed Bowl (vessel tvpe X1,
Fabric B2, Featured Sherd (FS 156, comtext 4504 ditch
4731, Area D

Furrowed Bowl (X1). Fabric B2, F§ 223, contex: 4833 pin
4622, Area D,

‘Hacmarite-coarcd” bowl. Fabric B2, FS 239, context 4714
ditch 3765, Area A

‘Haematite-coated” body sherd. Fabric B2, F5 62, context
985 ditch 990, Area A

Decormted body sherd, All Cannings Cross type. Fabric C3
F5 88, context 2192 pit 409, Area A

# Tripartite jar (J2). Fabric Al F5 5, contexy 37 post-hole
36, Arca A,

Incurving saucepan (52 Fabric B1 Co-joining sherds FS

STRAIGHT SIDED
SALICEPANS

ke

KMN

Easton Lane. Comparative vessel sizes for selected categories of saucepans from Easton Lane and

63, context 1075 pit 329 Area A, and FS 71, context 1074 p
329, Area A,

Incurving saucepan (521, Fabric Bl. Co-joining ihfrf}.‘. F
70, context 1022 pit 329 Area A, and FS 77, context 1073 pir
329, Area A

Perforated base. Fabric B1. FS 68, context 1074 pit 15
Area A,

Straight-sided saucepan ($1). Fabric B3, Co-joining ;I‘-\:-’;‘“
F& 100, 101, 102, 105 all from contexr 2193 pit 409, Area !

Saucepan or jar (J1). Fabric B3. FS 87, coatexi 138
post-hole 903, Area A,

Straight-sided saucepan (51). Fabric A2. F5 91, conte®
2191 pit 409, Area A,

) oA A
Bowl (]2). Fabric B1. FS 40, contex 723 pit 317, Ardd

Straight-sided saucepan (51). Fabric Al. F5 3, comtett &
Pt 17, Area A.

T qext 4TH:
Hu:ﬂanng salcepan (§1). Fabnic Al. FS 125, conicx
Pit 4560, Area D,

. 4
Perforated base. Fabric Al. FS 173, context 4753 pit
Area A

83 3
Jar (J2). Fabric A2. F$ 134, context 934 dirch 528, Are

sy PR
Decorated straighi-sided ssucepan (517, Fabne AL1
layer 1023, Arca A

Sl o
Decorared straight-sided saucepan {51 Fabric Al
context 468 pit 238, Area A

z tﬂlfd SgUCCPan
::?:933. Area A

1. Desoated e (021
T g7s, Area A

Fg 93
12 ]-U' (J2) Fabric A2

Decorated sherd
Arca A

34, Bead-rim jar (J3).
Arca A.

1%, Bead-rim jar (J3).
£293, Area H.

. Bead-rim jar (J3).
Area A

7. Bead-rim jar (J3). |
Area H

1. Wheel-turned base
5042, Area H.

9. Bead-rim jar (J3).
542, Area H

3. Bead-rim jar (J3).
3193, Ara H

3. Beaker (X2, Fabri
H

3. Everted far (J5). |
7395, Area H

3. Perforated base. Fu
Area H

35 Cordoned far (X3)
$M47, Area H,

¥ Everted far {Js5). I
3293, Area H.

L (DL, Fabric
Areg H

% Lid Dy Fabric
Area H.

The Samian, by
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30, Decorated saucepan or jar. Fabric Al. FS 167, context 49931
pit 4928, Arca A

21, Decorated jar (J2). Fabric Al. FS 57, context 1063 ditch
975, Area A.

Fig 93
22, Jar (J2). Fabric A2, F5 14, context 351 pir 238, Area A

23. Decorated sherd. Fabric A2. F5 38, conrext 711 pit 707,
Area A,

4. Bead-rim jar (J3). Fabric A2. F§ 15, context 351 pir 23§,
Area A,

25, Bead-rim jar (J3). Fabric A2. FS 148, context 5340 ditch
5293, Arca H.

26, Bead-rim jar (J3). Fabric Al. FS 17, contexy 351 pit 234,
Area A,

Bead-rim jar (]3). Fabric A2. F5 139, context 5348 pit 5347,
Area H.

28, Wheel-turned base, Fabric C4. F5 153, context 5366 ditch
042, Area H

29. Bead-nm jar (J3). Fabric C4. FS 152, context 5366 dirch
42, Arca H.

3. Bead-nm jar (J3). Fabric C1. F5 195, context 5294 ditch
5293, Area H.

3l. Beaker (X2). Fabric C1. FS 142, context 5348 pit 5347, Area
H.

11. Ewverted jar (J5). Fabric Cl. FS 244, context 5296 ditch
5295, Area H

33.  Perforated base. Fabric Cl. F5 144, context 5367 pit 5349,
Area H.

Cordoned jar (X3). Fabric C5. F5 140, context 5348 pit
5347, Area H

36, Everted jar (J5). Fabric 5. FS 202, context 5294 ditch
5293, Arca H

3. Lid (VL) Fabnic C1. FS 194, context 5204 ditch 5293,
Area H,

3. Lid (IVL), Fabric C1. F5 213, context 5043 ditch 5042,
Area H.

The Samian, by S M Davies

Drag 37 base; probably Central Gaulish; ? early
second century AD. Context 98, clearance layer.

Abraded body sherd; possibly South Gaulish; ?
late: first century AD. Context 1860, clearance layer.
_Abraded rim sherd, glossy slip. Drag 37; Central
Gaulish; late first century (to early second century)
AD. Phase 9 Early Roman, context 5294, diich
3293, Area H.

Two rims, two bases and two decorated body
sherds, probably all from the same vessel. Drag 37;
Central Gaulish; Trajanic. One of the body sherds is
decorated with double-bordered ovolo, with the
tongue ending in a rosette, probably in the style of
Frontinus (¢f La Graufensque). Only a small frag-

SAMIAN, AMPHORAE, LATE SAXON AND MEDIEVAL POTTERY 97

ment of the decoration below survives, probably a
foliate design. The moulded decoration on the other
body sherd is poorly finished and not at all clear.
One h:_s:;n;: carries part of the lowest border of
decoration, with S-shaped gadroons, each with three
(+) small grooves across the central area, bordered
by a continuous running scroll. Phase 9, Early
Roman, context 5296 ditch 5295, -
_ Plain body fragment, possibly from small cup
(Drag 27?). South Gaulish, late first century AD.
;jlimsc 9, Early Roman, context 5348 pit 5347, Area

The Amphorae, by S M Davies and R
Seager-Smith

Body sherd of a Dressel 20 amphora. This type
ongnated in southern Spain and carried olive oil.
Imports arrived in Britain in the Late Iron Age and
the form remained in use until the late third century
AD (Peacock and Williams 1986). Natural feature
2537, Area B.

Ten sherds from a Pelicher 47 amphora. This type
qriginalm} in southern France, and is commonly
found in Britain. Its date range is from mid-first
century AD to the third century AD. It does not
seem to appear before AD 60 in British contexis
(Peacock and Williams 1986, 142-3). Phase 9, Early
Roman, context 5296 ditch 5295, Area H.

Late Saxon and Medieval Pottery, by J W
Hawkes

Introduction

A total of 216 sherds of Late Saxon pottery weighing
1,080z and 218 sherds of later Medieval pottery
weighing 1,052g were recovered from the exca-
vations.

Late Saxon

The Late Saxon material was found almost exclus-
ively in Area F contexts within the gullies of struc-
634/5459 or from features nearby. The pottery has
been sorted by fabric and form, and all featured
sherds are illustrated. Four fabrics are identified.

EM 1: abundant fine flint, added sand and sparse
chalk, also represented as voids usually on the inside
of the vessel.

EM 2: added sand, fabric usually reduced. The
fabric is not diagnostic but occurs in association with
EM 1 and is not consistent with the range of
sand-tempered fabrics from the later Medieval
period. _ _

EM 3: as EM 1 bur without chalk inclusions or
voids. , e

EM 4: as EM 1 but with distinctive red oxidised
surfaces. SR _ o ;

Quantities of cach fabric are given in Table 13.

The stamped Chichester-type pitcher (Fig 94.3)
is regarded as pre-Conquest in Winchester and
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Table 13. Late Saxon pottery by fabric

Fabric Number Wt in g
EM 1 192 97
EM 2 18 %)
EM 3 3 19
EM 4 3 19
Toral 216 1,080

Southampton, and although other forms represented
are less diagnostic, the technique of turntable-added
rims 1o cotl-built bodies (eg Fig 94.1) also indicates a
Late Saxon date. Identifications and observations
have been provided by Duncan Brown.

Illustrated Items (Fig 94)

1. Jar, Fabric EM]. Featured Sherd (FS) 510
context 650 ditch 634, Area F.

2. Jar, Fabric EM1. F5 502, context 633 ditch 634
Area F.

3. Jar, Fabnic EM1. F5 504, context 5460 ditch
5459, Area G.

4, Jar, Fabric EM3. F5 501, context 633 ditch 634,
Area F.

5. Stamped pitcher, Fabric EM1. F5 503, context
633 ditch 634, Area F.

6, Shoulder from jar, Fabric EM4. FS 505, context

647 ditch 634, Area F.

Base, Fabric EM1. FS 509, context 655 pit 654,

Area F.

]

1

Medieval

The later Medieval pottery was more widely dis-
persed, occurring in 137 different contexts of which
less than 30 can be suggesied as being of Medicval
dite, and only ten of which contained more than 25g
of pottery. The majority of the identifiable material
can be suggested as being of fourteenth century date;
there are no obviously non-local wares represented.
The pottery has been recorded in summary form
only, descriptions of fabrics for individual sherds,
tabulations of featured sherd types and contextual

Fig 94. FEaston Lane. Late Saxon pottery.

FLINT AND BURIAL GROUP IN PIT 1017
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J_rnfurm;u:uu can be found in archive. No discussion
15 presented here.

Flint and the Burial Group in 1017, by
I’: A Harding with a Note on the Antler
Spatulae by S Olson

I'he excavation of the Easton Lane Interchange pro-
"-_{“"-"-'d only 43 cores, 917 fakes and 573 broken flakes
from all contexts. The contents of four small assem-
blages are shown in Table 14, and summarised below.
_ Pit 1017, Area B. This Late Neolithic phase
feature contained flint from three context groups:

1) grave goods associated with inhumation 2752
included six barbed and tanged arrowheads and a
cache of retouched and unretouched flakes, of which
two refit;

i} flakes in mint condition from the grave back-
fill in immediate association with the burial. They
included core preparation, trimming and rejuve-
nation flakes, many of which refit. The fill also
included one fint hammerstone and one flake
SCTAper;

iii) derived material from the upper fills of the
feature including an end/side scraper and a reworked
ground fint axe fragment.

All three are technologically similar and analysis
has been based on an amalgamated sample. There is
no evidence of core ool production.

Pit 5456, Area F. This Late Neolithic, Phase 2,
feature contained flint knapping waste from a flake
industry using both prepared and unprepared cores.
Core tools were also manufactured.

Pits 6053, 6083, 6085 and 6091 were four small
Late Meolithic, Phase 2, features in Area Mc. The
samples, from a flake industry, included 15 end
scrapers, which suggests that the material may have
had a domestic rather than an industnal ongin. As
the pits were excavated in the watching brief, only
6053 was fully excavated, and the other three were
half-sectioned; total contents are therefore incomplete.

Pit group 653, Area G. This feature produced the
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Table 14. Distribusion of flint from four assemblages by type

Feature Context Lores S .
Frags
456 5457/5458 ?
1017 1049
2752 Grave Goods
1049 .
Grave Fill
1018/1019 3
Tertiary Fill
6053 G054 GG ] -
6083 HOE4 -
GRS LT =
091 6092 2 !
653 3 |

largest proportion of complete flakes (20%) and
retouched material from the excavation. Resulis of
the analysis of this assemblage are shown in Fig 99,
lor comparative purposes, but have not been
described in detall. The horizontal l.jt.\lllhllllﬂl'l ol
material, Fig 10, indicates a concentration of flint
flakes within the area of the post-holes, CS 3918
This report aims to describe and compare the
technology and products of the first three Eroups

Raw material

Flint occurs in the Upper Chalk both as nodules and
thin bands of poor quality tabular fint. The nodules.
which are irregular and lobed in shape, measure up
o 100mm maximum dimensions and weigh 500-
6l0g. They have a hard chalky cortex up to 10mm
thick and thermal Haws Flint of sulhcient quality
was avalable however and a wide range of twols was
manulactured. The flint is grey-brown when fresh
with hght grey inclusions

I'wo flakes of Bullhead flint were found in 5456,
This distinctive flint, which has an orange band
below green cortex, ooccurs locally in the Reading
Beds near Fasi HMralton or in clay with-flints as
denved nodules

Pit 1017

Material associsted with burial 2752

Six barbed and tanged arrowheads in mint comdition
and of Green's (1980, Fig 46) Green Low type were
found in a disturbed Rroup near the presumed pelvic
region of skeleton 2752 They measure Irom 28mm

v A2min ' ¥
to 3mm long, from 22mm to 25mm wide, which ix
within the mean f

g or Green Low arrowheasds Green
1980, Table VII1.2), and are 3 4mm thick. All have
slightly convex edges whi h taper K

5 -~1L|:...|r<; Poinis
The absence of imp

act [ractures SUgEes

s that these
arrowheads were never u sed

They have wide con

square-ended tangs and he

cave bases with ad sop
LA 0oy
Lj

lakes Broken  Burmt Retouched
Flakes Material
142 157 ?
5 1 8
20 27 '
46 2 ! 3
28 11 6
7 5 ! 4
2 ! !
37 g 4
188 74 12

ing barbs. This design maximizes the length of th
barbs but reduces the need for deep notches, 1
lormation of which can often cause the barbs and o
tang to break during manufacture (Fig 95.2). Two
arrowheads retain arcas of the ventral surface of 1
flake from which they were made but precise detai
of the blanks are obscured by the bifacial covering
retouch. There is no reason to believe that blanks
were removed from specially prepared cores

I'hese arrowheads form an unusually large groog
Green (1980, Table VIIL] records only three instan
ces of six barbed and tanped arrowheads in a single
Erave, where one or two are normal. Unfortunately
lew instances occur which demonstrale how the
arrowheads/arrows were included in the grave; four
barbed and tanged arrowheads were located by the
fect of an inhumation at Dairsie, Fife { Anon
with points to the north, as i hafted; ot Mucking
Jones 1975 cleven barbed and tanged arrowhesd
lay in a group with the long axis paralle] to the spine;
and in grave 203, Barrow Mills, Radiey, Oxon, fe
barbed and tanged Green Low arrowheads, which
were undoubtedly hafted, were found against the
nght sade of the body ncar the fect ”.I:-]"i-"i i prep
Easton Lane skeleton was disturbed and,

although the arrowheads were Jocated togetier
. mwohi
uncertan whether thev were i sirw. Firm concli

swons about their orientation or hafting cannot b

made, although the general location compares wel
with these published examples,

Lireen Low arrowheads occur throughout

but are more common in a zone which extends e
from Bournemouth towards Sussex and the | "”'.:.
Thames, but which avoids Wessex (Green 1950, !-::
31). Easton Lane is situated on the margin of
2one, Arrowhs ads of this tvpe are olien found w
inhumations of Late Beaker date Steps 4-7 et
1980, 130). Clarke (1970. 203} associates them 1
Southern Beakers 51-54), 48 in grave 203, Barrc®
lills (Halpin in prep), where the Beaker was
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Clarke's 54 type (Lanting and van der Waals Step 7
1972} but at Winterbourne Monkton barrow 9 they
were found with an N2 Beaker. Three occurred at
Wimbourne St Giles (Annable and Simpson 1964,
39) with an inhumation, a fabricator, bronze dagger,
copper awl, Beaker (not preserved) and a V-
perforated button. Aceramic inhumations have also
included Green Low arrowheads without Beakers,
$ix were found in a matched set at Sixpenny Hill,
Sharrow, Yorkshire (Green 1980, 304}, and one
occurred at Aldwinkle 1, Northamptonshire (Green
1980, 373}, associated with two bone spatulae.

The combination of Green Low arrowheads with
antler spatulae is not unigue; at Wetton Mill, Staffs
(Green 1976, they occurred in a rock shelter and a
spatulae was included in Grave 203, Barrow Hills,
Radley (Halpin in prep). Green Low arrowheads do
not occur with Food Vessels or with Urns.

Radio-carbon dates of 1850+ 150 be were obtained
for two sites from Fifty Farm, Suffolk (BM-133),
where Green Low arrowheads were associated with
Southern Beakers, and from Chippenham barrow 5,
Cambridgeshire (BM-152), where Beaker sherds
were also present. Additional dates of 1550%150 be
(BM-75) from Windmill Hill (Smith 1965, 11) and
1324£51 be (BM-669) for Mount Pleasant (Burleigh
et al 1972, 397) suggest slightly later dates, although
this final date was obtained from the tertiary silt of
the ditch.

Retouched and unretouched flakes

Four flakes and blades, Fig 95.9,10 and 12, of which
two pieces refit, were located in a small cache near
one of the hands in the southwest corner of the
grave. An additional piece, Fig 95.11, lay approxi-
mately 0.30m to the northeast. They were all in mint
condition and appear to have been selected for their
cutting edges. The four unbroken pieces average
52mm in length and although one blade, Fig 95.9,
has direct low angle scaled retouch along both edges
the remainder have either total or partial natural
backing. Plain butts predominate and the negative
Hake scars suggest that the core had no more than
one striking platform.

A collection of fint flakes produced deliberately
for a burial were also found at Chilbolton, Hamp-
shire (Russel forthcoming). Two flakes refitted and
'le_]mIs had been retouched or utilized before depos-
It

Two more cortical flakes (Fig 95.7 and 8) and one
faturally backed flake with stepped and scaled edge
retouch (Fig 95.13) were found in the pelvic region.
”I'-‘lf original association with the burial is not
CETtain.

Grave fill

The material from the grave fill found in direct
association with the inhumation comprises 47 pieces
of waste flint and two cores in mint condition. Most
of the material was found in small isolated groups
which may represent individual tips which were
backfilled from the surface. Twenty-eight flakes
139%) have been refitted to at least one other piece
but none refit 10 the grave goods. Relevant results of
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metrical analysis of a combined sample from the
grave E_:II and tertiary fill are shown in Fig 99, Basic
data is retained in archive. The results for
breadth:length ratios indicate similarities in shape to
those from pit 5456 (see below, 105). However, the
I:uchnuh_:gg; is considerably different. Most flakes are
large with thick, unweathered chalky cortex. They
illustrate identifiable stages of platform/core prepar-
ation including alternate flaking, trimming and core
correction/rejuvenation. The two cores did not pro-
duce usable flakes and were abandoned because of
unsuccessful preparation. The semi-spherical nature
of the nodules, which were probably removed from
the pit during its original excavation, made it diffi-
cult 1o prepare a successful flaking angle from the
striking platform. A group of refited flakes show
that some cores were rejuvenated by rotating the
core rather than by modifyving the existing striking
platform.

An end scraper with regular abrupt retouch
around the distal end of a broad non-cortical flake
and a flint hammerstone were also found with this
material. The hammerstone weighs 426g and is made
from a spherical nodule with weathered cortex. It
has a pitted surface flattened by hammering at one
end. It is not possible to ascertain whether the flint
waste, and these two artefacts in particular, formed
part of the original grave goods, although flint
scrapers are known from graves of this type (Bate-
man 1848, 59-60; Halpin in prep). An antler found
in the grave is described with the faunal remains (see
below),

Upper fills

Three cores and 46 unbroken flakes were found in
the upper fills, 1018 and 1019. Examination has
shown that although some weathered pieces were
present others were similar in both condition and
technelgy 1o the material from the grave fill. There
were no refits. This material therefore probably
represents core preparation and trimming waste
derived from working flint encountered during the
construction of the shaft. The three cores all pro-
duced unprepared flakes by alternate percussion.
They are heavier than the cores from pit 5456, where
platform modification prolonged potential core pro-
ductivity.,

The upper fills included an end/side scraper made
on a large flake and a reworked ground flint axe
fragment (Fig 95.15). The scraper has a convex cdge
modified by direct, regular, abrupt/'semi-abrupt
retouch. The flint axe fragment consisted of the
blade of a well-ground implement which had prob-
ably snapped in the haft. The snap had been thinned
subsequently by bifacial flaking into a semi-discoidal
knife. These pieces, together with a fabricator (Fig
95.14) from context 1042, may be contemporary
with the Later Neolithic pottery from the feature.

Antler spatulae and bone awl, Figs 96 and 97

Four spatulae of red deer antler and a bone awl were
found near the barbed and tanged arrowheads. The
spatulae were in a good state of preservation but
were broken in situ and disturbed.




TER 3:
EASTON LANE CHAFTER

Fig 95. Easton Lane.

Flint objects from burial 2752,

T

Fig 9. Easton Iy

L Sparula; Straight

Unmedified: MArTow pro
esulting in Crescentic cry
Pt roynded and others

"Ik additional strige 77

= Spatuly atraghr |
Extering SUTEice unmedif
B05 smoothed and rous

"nded, vne flarrened v
Wik, SF 165

3 Spatuly Twisred
-Ir[\qﬁl'.h:uLd_l 3 1'::\".['5“!]’ 5L
Tl 5'-'I:|'i|‘-j1_ IIIJHI.'.\ ||.J
Toanded, O Iia:;u.-.._-.L
Rimm 1y

A by 13mm wy

i Spatuly Twisted
SEPitinng) | Exterior g




L
W

-

B o & it S

SRR

-

T !

——

i

T 1

FLINT AND BURIAL GROUP IN FIT 1017

e i_-r’.l e e

S

-

Fig 96. Easton Lane. Antler spatulae from burial 2752.

I Spatula. Straight in plan and profite. Exterwor surface
unmodified; marrow probably present bur largely decomposed
resulting in crescentic cross section. Edges smoothed with some
Parts rounded and others slightly faceted. Ends generally rounded
with additional striae. 270mm long by 20mm wide 5F 204/167

3 -

2. Spancla. Straight in plan and shghtly curved in profile
; i [

tenior surface unmodified; marrow present. Oval cross seciion
es smoothed and rounded with longitadinal siriae. Tips: one
rounded, one flanensd with fine strize. 220mm long by l14mm
wide, 5F 165,

3. Spatula. Twisted in plan and profile (possibly post
depositional), Exierior surface smeothed, marrow rounded. Oval
croms section, Edges lightly faceted by smoothing, Tips: one
rounded, one Aanened, both have fine strins. Approximately
tmm bong by 13mm wide, SF 205

|'1 Spatula. Twisted in plan and profile (possibly post-
deposinional], Exterior surface lightly smoothed; marrow fat

Plano-convex cross section. Edges rounded with longitudins!
sirize extending onto exterior surface. Tips: one rounded, one
flattened with faint striac. Approximately 340mm bong by I5mm
wide. SF 166

5, Awl, made from a deer or sheep metatarsus, broken into
oo picces, Length 11%mm, SF 135

Manufacture and use

Large splinters of antler were probably removed by
the groove and splinter technique, using fint Aakes
which are as efficient as burins for this task. The
edges are striated and [aint ‘chattermarks’ are also
visible on some pieces, features which are typical of
antler tools made with stone implements {(Newcomer
1974. 148). The four spatulae were submitted to
Dr Sandi Olsen (Institute of Archaeology) for
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wols. The connection of spatulae with archery
gquipment was first made by (Itarkg (1970, 203)
when he remarked on th:u: frequency with which they
occurred with male burials (100%) accompanied by
archery equipment -:'?Z’E"inl.l This association was
particularly strong at Aldwinkle 1, with its Green
Low arrowheads, and at Green Low (Bateman 1848,
5960} itself where three barbed and tanged arrow-
heads were found near the pelvis of a male inhu-
mation with three spatulae and a bone awl. The
hurial was also accompanied by a Beaker, an iron ore
nodule, a scraper and a dagger, grave goods which
are remarkably similar 1o those from Easton Lane,
Clarke’s interpretation was not disputed by Ashbee
(1978), although Green (1976) describing the spa-
tulae from Wetton Mill retained Smith and Simp-
son's interpretation, as did Fleming (1971, 161)
when discussing leatherworking in Bronze Age
Wessex.

The possibility that the Easton Lane spatulae are
pressure flakers, based on the evidence of wear
traces, provides a credible alternative interpretation
of their function.

It provides a plausible tool (‘fabricator”) for both
barbed and tanged arrowhead manufacture and for
the formation of the barbs in particular. The fat-
tened ends of the two largest spatulae can be inserted
into the notches of all six arrowheads from Easton
Lane. It does not explain, however, why spatulae
wsually occur only in graves.

Ceramic associations with spatulae are more
diverse than with Green Low arrowheads. They
include sparulae with Clarke’s Primary and
Developed Southern Beakers as at Mouse Low,
Deepdale, Staffs (Clarke 1970), Amesbury G.51,
Wilts (Ashbee 1978), and grave 203 Barrow Hills,
Oxon (Halpin in prep), and Ravenstone, Bucks
(Allen 1981}, where an unaccompanied cenotaph was
excavated. A beaker of Clarke’s European type
::La.n[ing and van der Waals Step 2 1972) was found
in grave 4660, Barrow Hills (Halpin in prep), and at
Chilbolton, Hampshire {Russel forthcoming), while
at Mere a Wessex Middle Rhine Beaker, a spatula
and bracer had been deposited. Wessex Graves at
Amesbury G.85, Roundway G.6 (ApSimon 1954)
and West Overton G.6b (Smith and Simpson 1966)
fave also included sparulae. A recently excavated
tarrow gt Irthlingborough, Northants, included a
middle to late Beaker with three spatulac, up to
400mm long, which were made from animal ribs
{Halpin pers com).

Spatulae from aceramic burials are known (Green
1980, 138) but are rare and, in addition to typical
“xamples from Aldwinkle, include perforated
examples which may have served separate functions.
Temations, both with and without urns, have also
been found with spatulae, Burials of this type have

N discussed by Smith and Simpson (1966); some
include archery equipment, arrowshaft smoothers at
Amesbury G.85 and at Roundway G.5 (Annable and
Simpson 1964, 51) which also included a barbed and
linged arrowhead.,
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Pit 5456 - fills 5457 and 5458

This pit contained dumped waste, including
chips, from an adjacent knapping floor, Refitting
flakes were present in the lower fill (3457), where
most of the flint was concentrated,

Nine cores were found, of which at least four
produced no usable flakes. There were four single
platform cores and two more with a second striking
platform. These six cores produced elongated and
squat flakes from both prepared and unprepared
striking platforms. Abrasion of the striking plat-
form, which removes averhang and strengthens the
core cdge, and faceting, which modifies the flaking
angle, were present. Two faceting chips were refitted
to one of the cores. Core rejection resulted from a
failure 1o maintain the angle of percussion, although
refitting core rejuvenation tablets indicates that sys-
tematic rejuvenation was sometimes used to main-
tain production.

There are also two exhausted, semi-discoidal cores
which have slightly domed faking surfaces with
converging flake scar patterns. The backs of the
cores are steeply prepared and partially cortical.
Control of the flaking angle ensured flake production
beyond that of the single and double platform cores
s0 that these two cores were the smallest from the
pit.

Flakes

The unbroken flakes were analysed and relevant
results are shown in Fig 99. Diagnostic flakes were
apparent, ¢ blades and thinning flakes, but the
sample size prevented separate analysis of individual
types. Most flakes are preparation and trimming
flakes which were removed to construct or maintain
the shape of the core, particularly the discoidal cores
where preshaping was more important. There were
insufficient blades (13% 2:5 breadth:length ratio) for
these to be regarded as intentional products and two
from platform preparation were refitted to a semi-
discoidal core (Fig 98.16).

The assemblage also includes approximately 25
flakes classified as ‘thinning/finishing flakes’ from
core tool manufacture. They are thin, bruad flakes
with narrow butts, which are often faceted, and have
feathered edges and plunging profiles (Newcomer
19713, Their function as core tool thinning flakes is,
however, less certain, despite the evidence for core
tool production on the site. The cross section of the
core tool is thick and the flake scars suggest thar the
flakes should be shorter with a less plunging profile.
It seems more likely that these ‘thinning’ flakes were
derived from trimming discoidal or Levallois cores.
A flake from the upper fills has been classified as an
atypical Levallois flake (Bordes 1961, 31). It has
centripetal preparation, regular edges, a facered butt
and was probably removed by hard hammer percuss-
ion. There is, however, a patch of cortex on the
dorsal surface and the axis of percussion does not
correspond to the axis of morphology. This implies
that the shape of the flake was not prepared precisely
hefore its removal from the core. Small ‘thinning/
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finishing” flakes recorded amongst the |.']1|pr:,_|nu.'|_ud-
ing two which refit, may have resulted I_'rum faceting.
The use of discoidal and semi-discoidal cores has
resulted in more variation of recorded scar patterns
on the dorsal surfaces of flakes from these cores than
on flakes from single platform cores,
Chips
One hundred and eight chips were recovered from a
sieved sample. They suggest that, although retouch-
ed implements are present, retouch phases cannot be
identified. Most chips result from blank production.
Platform abrasion and faceting chips (Newcomer
and Karlin 1987} were recorded, of which two
faceting chips were refitted to the core. The
remaining chips are undiagnostic and result from the
impact of the hammer on the striking platform.
Chips of this type are produced during all phases of
flint knapping.

Pits 6053, 6083, 6085 and 6091

The high ratio of scrapers to flakes from these
features suggests that the contents may represent
domestic refuse, including unretouched flint tools,
rather than industrial waste. The material from
6091, however, does appear to contain some debris
from small-scale knapping. It includes two cores,
one of which is failed, and simple refits. The cortex
suggests that the raw material might be derived from
no more than two nodules, with the majority from
one. The cortex is present on the core and an end
scraper (Fig 98.9) which has been refitted to a flake.
The core has two striking platforms, the first pre-
pared by simple Alaking and the second, at 90 to the
first, formed by a thermal fracture. Elongated ridged
flakes with broad butts were removed from this
striking platform before production was terminated
by a thermal fracture near the base of the core. The
scraper is made on a preparation flake with a dipping
distal end.

Sixty-nine flakes from 6053, 6083 and 6091 were
amalgamated for analysis to maximise the sample
available. Relevant results from this sample are
shown in Fig 99. The values for breadth:length
ratios indicate large numbers of elongated flakes with
lengths which exceed 30mm. The analysis also shows
that the flakes were produced from cores which Were
predominantly flaked from a single direction.
Megative flake scars rarely deviate through more
than %" and butts are both broad and unprepared.
I'he flakes and the core are therefore compuarable in
all respects.

Resulis from other Late Neolithic/ Early Bronze
Age industries {Pitts 1978a, 1978b) show. in con-
trast, that squat flakes normally predominate in
these periods. Flakes which are Jess than 30mm in
length are also common amongst waste flakes
regardless of raw material size: gep pit 5456 from
Grimes Graves where 67% were |oss than 30
(Saville 1981, 27); and retouched pisces eanric o

2 e 1981, 27); and retouched pieces consistently
exceed 30mm in length. The results also show that
26% of the flakes from the pits are ‘distal trimming
Aakes’ (Harding 1986b) — fakes with a cortical distal

end. These flakes were considered to be AMOngst the
most suitable blanks for conversion into retouchy
tools at Rowden, Dorset (Harding 1986b), despite
forming only a minority of retouched flakes g that
site. The flakes from Easton Lane therefore myay b
tools rather than mere large waste flakes, :

Fifteen flake scrapers were found in the EXcavated
areas of the pits. They have been made on ridged
flakes which were struck from single platform Cores
and generally exceed 30mm in both length ang
breadth. The scaping edges, which are convey j
plan, range from 104mm to 14mm (mean 42.3mm
in length. They have been manufactured by regular,
direct retouch at the distal end, although there are
two side scapers and one double end scraper,

The large number of scrapers and the presence of
a scraper with a refitting flake demonstrates tha
these tools were disposable. They could be made
quickly when they were required. The scraper with
its associated waste flake (Fig 98.9) was probably
made for immediate use near its place of manufac-
ture rather than reunited with its fake in a centrz-
lised refuse pit. The relationship of domestic activity
with flint knapping has also been demonstrated
elsewhere. A Beaker pit at Dean Bottom on the
Marlborough Downs (Harding 1986a) contained
retouched material which could be refitted to flakes,
although larger quantities of knapping debris, includ-
ing debitage and retouch chips were also present,
Discussion

The assemblages from Easton Lane are broadly
contemporary, but still provide interesting compar-
isons of production, technology and function. Exten-
sive industrial activity is absent but small-scale core
preparation and non-specialised flake production
was found near burial 2752. This contrasts with
evidence of specialised flake production identified by
the distinctive by-products and core tool manufac-
ture found in pit 5456. This specialised flake tech-
nology was probably a small component of the
industry and existed alongside non-specialised pro-
duction, which is represented in the pit by single and
double platform cores. Core tool production was
clearly not a monopoly of indusirial centres.

Evidence also exists for the function of finished
tools, both in a ceremonial context, as grave Emd“_':"
burial 2752, and as domestic artefacts in pits 6053,
6083, 6085 and 6091. These groups also demonstraie
possible differences in the expendability of indi
vidual objects. The barbed and tanged arrowheads
are unlikely to have been made immediately before
their inclusion in the grave, but the refitting flakes of
the cache suggests some deliberate production and
selection for the CEremony; 1_|_|'|_;|-|.]1'1_1|.I'|:IT':‘.‘|:~' the IST;-EI"':
goods cannot be associated with the flint waste in tbe
feature. The refits from pit 6091 demonstrate tht
scrapers  were  also  expendable. These 0oV
specialised tools can be made easily and productot
was undoubtedly high. The presence of large flakes
in this retouched, tool-dominated assemblage b
been used to suggest that unretouched flake “:‘1|":
which are impossible to recognise with certainty, 3
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STONE OBJECTS

present. Tools of this type undoubtedly dominate
fiint assemblages but go largely unrecognised.

The following flints are illustrated (Figs 95 and 98):

i 95,

IiL Barbed and tanged arrowhead. SF24 in inhumation 2752 in

: pin 1017, Area B
Barbed and tanged arrowhead with broken barb. 5F25 in
inhumation 2752 1n pit 1017, Area B

3. Barbed and tanged arrowhead. SFI6 in inhumation 2752 in
pit 1017, Area B.

4 Barbed and 1anged arrowhead. 5FI7 in inhumation 2752 in
pit 1017, Arca B.

%, Barbed and tanged arrowhead. SFI8 in inhumation 2752 in
pit 1017, Area B.

&, Barbed and tanged arrowhead, SF154 in inhumation 2752 in
pit 1017, Area B.
Cortical flake, SFI156 in inhumation 2752 in pit 1017,
Area B.

i Cortical flake. SF157 in inhumation 2752 in pit 1017,
Area B.

9. Retonched flake. 5F15% in inhumation 2752 in pit 1017,
Area B

. Twao refitting fakes. SF160/161 in inhumation 2752 m pir
1017, Area B.

1l. Blade. SF158 in inhumation 2752 in pit 1017, Arca B.

12. Blade. $F162 in inhumation 2752 in pit 1017, Area B,

Maturally broken flake with stepped and scaled retouch

5F168 in inhumation 2752 in pit 1017, Area B,

14. Fabricator. 5F130 in pit 1017, Area B.

15, Ground axe fragment formed into semi-discoidal knife.
SF29 in pit 1017, Arca B

Fiz 8.

I. End scraper on a flake. SFED3 in pit 6083, Area Mc.
End scraper on a fake with facered burt. SF304 in pit 6083,
Area Mc

3. Side scraper on a flake. SF806 in pit 6083, Area Mc.

4. Side'end scraper on a Hake. SF805 in pit 6083, Area Mc.

5. End scraper on a flake. SFEOT in pit 6085, Arca Mc.

6. End scraper om z flake. SF309 in pit 6091, Arca Mc.

7. End scraper on a flake. SF810:in pit 6091, Area Me.

& End scraper on a flake. SF308 in pit 6091, Arca Mc.

%, End scraper on preparation flake, refitted to a fake, SF811
i pit 6091, Area Mc

0. End scraper on a flake. SF308 in pit 6053, Area Mc.

Il. End scraper on a flake. SF796 in pit 6053, Area Me.

1. Side scraper on a flake. SF797 in pit 6053, Ares Mc

13 Side scraper on a flake. SFS00 in pit 6053, Area Mg

3. Double end scraper on a flake. SF7T98 in pit 6053, Arca Mc

13 End scraper on a flake. SF799 in pit 6053, Arca Mc.

16 Two blades refitted o a semi-discoidal core. Pit 5456,
Area F.

Stone Objects

Table 15 summarises the distribution of stone arte-
tacts by phase,

Querns

saddle querns (Fig 100)

! Damaged saddle quern, worn. Greensand, 150mm
square, 55mm thick. 5F 134 in Phase 7, Early Middle
Iron Age, pit 409, Aren A.
Almost complere saddle ‘quern, subrectangular, worn
Greensand, Length 323mm, width 194mm, 80mm thick.

SF 147 in Phase 7, Early Middle Iron Age, pit 40%,

Area A,

Almost complete saddie quern, subrectangular, womn

Greensand Length 295mm, width 165mm, 63mm thick
o .:ﬂ: 318 in Phase 8, Middie Iron Age, pit 4567, Arca A
B illustrated, Irregular chipped fragment of sarsen baulder,

Table 15, The distribution of steme artefacts by phase

Object Phase
4 6 67 T T8 9 NP Towl

Greensand
Weight
Saddle Quern :
Rotary Quern - -
Fragmenis 7 1

N
L
-
|
o P i

e

Sarsen
Weight e 1
Saddle Quern - - - |
Fragments -

b
1
i
e

Carrstone
Fragments I Al = = 1 3

Chalk
Weight S

e |

signs of wear, Length 180mm, width 125mm, 215mm thick. SF
89 in Phase 7, Early Middie Iron Age, post-hole 358 associated
with structure 2288, Area A,

Alsa not illustrated were a small fragment of greensand saddle
quern from Phase 6, Early Iron Age, pit 342, Area A; a small
fragment of greensand saddle quern from Phase 7, Early Middle
Iron Age, post-hole 222, Area A; and a small damaged saddle
quern of very coarse red sandstone from Phase 4, Middle Bronze
Age, post-hobe 1538 associated with structure 2375, Area B,

Rotary querns (Fig 101)
4. Six fragments of lower stone. Greensand. Projected
radius 185mmi, depth of central hode 35mm. 5F 1319 in
Phaze 8, Maddle Iron Age, pit 316, Area A
Twa fragments of upper stone of ‘bechive’ type. Green-
sand. Width T00mm. SF 60 in Phase 8, Middbe Iron Age,
pit 317, Area A
&, Five fragments of an upper stone. Greensand, SF 776 in
Phase 8, Middle Iron Age, pit 317, Area A
Mot illustrated were a small fragment of 3 sarsen rotary quern
from Phase 7, Early Middle [ron Age, post-hele 117 associated
with structure 2404, Area A; three small fragments of greensand
rotary. querns from Phase 7, Eary Middle Iron Age, pit 409,
Area A, Phase 7, Early Middle Iron Age, pit 496 and Phase 8,
Middle Iron Age, pit 238; and a small fragment of a dark,
ferruginous sndstone rotary quern from unphased pit 3063,
Area D
In addition there were soame stone fragments which could not be
readily assigned Lo rype.
7. A sandstone quern, heathstone, oval, damaged edges and
flat worn surface. Maximum diameter 130mm, S0mm
thick. SF 183 in unphased pit 3063, Area D
Mot illustrated are very small fragments of greensand from the
following contexts: Phase 2, Late Neolithic, pit 80 Arca B, and
mixed phase pit group 653, Area G; Phase 4, Mu{dlf Bronze Age,
post-holés 387, 1591, 1593 and 2367 Arca B, 1731 Area [, and
ditchies 990 Area A and 1054 Area B; Phase 7, Early Middle Iron
Age, |':il::\. 129 and 496 and I“"""h":" 23 associmted with =-rr‘u..tllrl.'
4020 and Phase B, Middle Iron Age, pits 317, 1100, 4921 an:J
492%. all from Area A; and Phase 9, Early Roman, ditch 5042,
1Lr\“-:n_}n.fl sarsen fragments were recovered from Phase 7. liarl_j.-
Middie Iron Age, pit 409 Arca A and from unphased pir 3745,
Area A
A wery small frmgment
6, Early Iron Age, ditch 350, Ar=a A
e =
':rlztlﬁli-rilfd Three sall ruur]xtnl fragments. SF 85 in Phase
10. Late Saxon, ditch 634, Area F

s

of *carrstone’ was recoverad from Phase
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Fig 98. Easton Lane. Flimt objects
40 a1
T : ] AR wron sttachemcnl at 1 The arischmenl soom .' vGTH
Weights (Figs 101 and 102 g g gt St e .
' Fragment of stone weight, with 1} { an iros Ml i ") , propecind man
stachment o a central bobe, pos iTon & pear-shaped WER 1 4500%. SF 3% N, Middie Iron AR K
x5 ’ - ight 45300g. 5F 9072 gne N, -
weight I:"l-rl.t.'t":lu. H:IIE‘ I'Il . |l|'1"1".|"-:|1|] Projected maxi pit 4567, Area A s 2 & ]diluu {
il 103mm. prowected  mamsmm Wik Cylindrical chal ht with & rousded (runguls ®
5F 54 in Phase 7, Early Middle lron Age, pit 129 --..|I|I I“I | l| 2 :I: ,:.ILI:_.J.T,r st the p. Weigh 1
e & i 4 1 e . i
b SF I53 in Phase 8, Middle lron Apge, pit 4560 o ] E
9 Weight, Mlmost complete, smoothly pecked surface, || [eregpular chalk weight with 3 single perforatis. ¥ o it cb
Fymmeire ad forem, wayghdly ¢ evEl baas . wiek Iragmrerns o $30g. S} 84 i e Iron Age put 4 '.'"1"Iu!: T
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STONE OBJECTS

456 SAMPLE 142

50

= T S i |
10 20 30 40 50 BO*mm

in A0 a0 40 50 80+*mm

LERGTH BREAIDDTH

1752

i

1 10 20 30 40 50 60*mn

0 20 30 40 5(

LENGTH BREADTH

&

6092 6084 6061 SAMPLE 69

—

10 20 30 40 50 60*mm
BREADTH

G532

T 1 1 E - 1 T 1 1] - i {
020 30 40 50 BO+mm 0 20 30 40 50 &0+mm

LENGTH BREADTH

Pig 99. Easton Lane. Flint bar charts.

Cylindrical chalk weisht with an oval section and a “"'RI_;
perforation at the top, Weight 940g. 51 287 in Phasc 8,
Middle Iron Age, pit 4560

¥

13

BREADTH:LENGTH RATIO

50
V525354565665 76 0 2550 75100
BREADTHILENGTH RATID CORTEX
SAMPLE 66
20
i
25 35 45 5565 THE 0 25 50 75 100
BREADTH:LENGTH RATIO CORTEX
50
1°5 25 35 45 55 85 75 0 2550 73100
BREADTHLENGTH BEATIO CORTEXN
SAMPLE 119
50
1:5 2635 46 55 B85 T35 550 75 100

Cwlindrical chalk weight with an oval section and a single
% o i g o 2
perforation at the top Weight 1080g. 5F 288 in Phase &

Middle Iron Age, pit 4360
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4. ceular chalk weight with a single perforation. Weight

I l|r|r!.‘~ilt"l\llttl.l I\rl I:’L]d:trltil‘jjl::x'c B, .'H.uidﬁ‘ I“F"I-“ Age, pit -1-5{!'.!.

15 ihn::‘.lgl:\i chalk weight, roughly oval form with a single
perforation. SF 295 in Phase 8, Middle Iron Age, pit
4560,

16 Irregular chalk weight with a trapezoidal section and a

single perforation. Incomplete, possibly hmu:l I_mrizun-

wlly from two perforations. Weight 1020g. 3F 292 in

Phase 8, Middle Iron Age, pit 4567, :
Mot illustrated. Fragments of a possible oval chalk weight with a
single incomplete hole. SF 43 in Phase 7, Early Middle Iron Age,
pit 329,

Clay Objects (Fig 102)

Loomweights
Cylindrical and triangular forms were present.

17, A damaged cylindrical loomweight with a central perfor-
ation 25mm diameter. SF 62 in unphased layer 163,
Arca B

Mot illustrated are fragments from two loomweights from Phase
2. Late Neolithic, pit 4775 in Arca B; and fragments from a
possible loomweight in Phase 4, Middle Bronze Age, post-hole
1718 in Area D
18. A damaged triangular loomweight with three perfor-

ations, estimated total weight 1880g. 5F 9 in Phase 8,
Middle Iron Age, pit 317, Area A,

Mot illustrated from Area A are a small fragment of loomweight
from Phase 7, Early Middle Iron Age, pit 409; four small
fragments, possibly from a loomweight, from Phase 7, Early
Middle Iron Age, pit 496; and a fragment of loomweight from
Phase 8, Middle Iron Age, pit 4622,

Some small fragments of possible lsomweights were recovered
from the following features: Phase 2, Late MNeolithic, pit 4775,
Area B; Phase 5, Late Bronze Age, ditch 3765, Area A; Phase 8,
Middle Iron Age, pir 4567, Area A; Phase 10, Late Saxon, ditch
634, Arca F; unphased pit 4697, Area A; and unphased pit 7014,
Area Be

Spindlewhorl

19. Complete cylindrical form, roughly made, with a central
perforation Smm diameter. Height 46mm, diameter
30mam, weight 60g. SF 282 in Phase 8, Middle [ron Age,
pit 4560, Area A.

Amber beads, by S J Shennan (Fig 103)

The amber beads from grave 3058 a1 Easton Lane
place the burial clearly in the tradition of “Wessex'
Early Bronze Age graves from which by far the great
majority of British prehistoric amber finds are
known, Their co-occurrence with shale beads (Fig
103.28-30}, as here, is also common. The following
report will comment on the beads from two points of
view: their quantity and their typology.

Quantity

Approximately 27 beads were found in grave 3058,
which places it amongst the richest amber finds from
prehistoric Britain, in number of beads if not in
weight of amber. Only ten other finds are known 1o
have Jl1ad this many or more beads and nine of these
are “Wessex’ burials: Kingston Deverill G5 -;Grinsg_;lt
i?f\'.-', 218%: Little Cressingham (Clarke er al 1985
275-6); Mold (Clarke et al 1985, 277-8): Nortn,
Bavant Gl (Grinsell 1957, 185); Shrewton GS]
(Green and Rollo-Smith 1984, 373 5 SU‘J-I:;"-'
Upton Lovell GZe (Clarke e ai ]‘.JHS: 2?‘)—8;}:.:

Wilsford cum Lake G47, 49 and 50 (Grinsell 1957
1983 Wimbourne 5t Giles GE (Annable and S'iHI[!mr;
1964, 58, Grinsell 1959, 170); Winterslow JFSS 3
(Grinsell 1957, 213); and South Chard, Tatwor},
Somerset (Gray 1966, 284). Four of these fipg.
include spacer-beads, pointing to their relativel
frequent but clearly not universal connection wigh
large numbers of beads.

Within this group of burials, all within the same
tradition, the contexts and associations are variable,
Five are inhumations and six cremations. Two haye
shale beads associated with the amber, as at Easiog
Lane. Other associations include bronze daggers o
knife-daggers (Little Cressingham, Norton Bavanr,
Upton Lovell and Wimbourne St Giles), faience
beads (Kingston Deverill, Norton Bavant?, Tar.
worth and Wilsford cum Lake?), and gold items
(Little Cressingham Mold, Upton Lovell and Wils-
ford cum Lake).

Typology

The beads from Easton Lane grave 3058 fall into two
clearly defined types: small disk beads, which make
up the majority, and small long ‘oblate’ beads.

The second of these i1s very restricted in numbers,
occurring at only cight sites altogether in Britain,
Six, including the Easton Lane examples, are
“Wessex” burials: Felmersham, Bedfordshire (Hall
and Woodward 1977); Southwick (Corney & a
1969); Wilsford cum Lake G16 (Grinsell 1957, 214);
Wimbourne St Giles (Grinsell 1959, 170); and
Winterslow (Grinsell 1957, 203). Of these all except
Easton Lane are cremations.

There is a strong pattern of association of this vpe
with shale beads, which occur at Easton Lane,
Felmersham, Southwick, Wilsford and Wintershow.
Other associations include Collared urns (Fel
mersham and Winterslow), but nothing else occurs
more than once,

Small disk beads, the more common (ype al
Easton Lane, are also the most commeon type gen-
erally in Britain and occur in finds of all periods from
the Neolithic to the Late Iron Age; however, inas-
much as amber occurs predominantly in the Early
and Middle Bronze Age, the majority of finds of disk
beads belong to this period.

The date of the burial

The radiocarbon date for this burial seems far 100
late in the context of the amber. As already indi
cated, amber in this quantity in burials appears 1o X
a distinctive Early to Middle Bronze Age phenon
enon on the basis of other finds. The disk h':",‘h
could be this late but the long beads appear 0 ™
distinctive of the Early Bronze Age. Apart from the
“Wessex" burials listed above, the other two finds ¢
a very uncertain association from Mid-Nithsdale &
Scotland (unpublished) and a bead from a Brons
Age layer in a cave in Derbyshire, possibly 2550
ated with Bell Beaker sherds (Wilson nd).

Fig 102, Easton Lap,
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BEADS, METAL

Beads of white coral or fossil sponge (Fig
104)

; Five beads were recovered from features scattered
qcross the site, however all of them could be dated by
sssociation to the Early or Middle Bronze Age. No
b gcm‘r-ll correlation could be made.

| White coral or fossil sponge bead, irregular sphere with
surface scraiches and indentations, ¢ 13mm diameter,
Blunt -ended perforanion S1ops just short af Opposing
face, circular but no rilling marks visible, 4mm diameter
SF 49 in Phase 2, Late Neolithic, pit 851 {cuts pit 30},
Arca B
Whire coral or fossil sponge bead, small irregular sphere

i | ] with surface indentations, diameter 6.2mm. Single per-

- € I foration, ¢ 2mm diameter, pecked through from one side.

-1 3 5F 144 in Phase 4, Middle Bronze Age, post-hole 1763
| sisociated with M5 4010, Area D

1 White coral or fossil sponge bead, irregular notched
sphere, 10.9mm diameter. (pposing pair of incomplete
perforations, ¢ 4.8mm diameter SF 151 in Phase 4,
Middle Bronze Age, post-hole 2992 assocated with C5
009, Area D.

r White coral or fossil sponge bead, irregular sphere,

A\ | 13.4mm diameter with crudely pecked opposing pair of
C N incomplete perforations, ¢ 3.8mm dismeter. SF 293 in
J ditch 4744, a recut of Phase 4, Middle Bronze Age, ditch

972, Area A.

White coral or fossil sponge bead, small irregular sphere
¢ 3.5mm diameter with three perforation holes: one
opposing pair and one linked at right-angles. Perforation
diameters 1.2mm. 5F 131 in unphased post-hole 1770,
Area [,

£
foos i, =
o) o, o
=g W
®
# & A

Fig 104. Easton Lane. Beads of coral.

M,Ftal Working (based on a report from P
Wilthew)

: The material sent for examination comprised over
) 1) samples of slag, ironstone, burnt clay, burnt
stone and charcoal. Despite the large number of
samples the total weight of material was less than 1kg.
The following phases were represented: Phase 2-
Late Neolithic; Phases 4 and 5 — Middle and Late
Bronze Age: Phases 6 to & — Early, Early Middle,
and Middle Iron Age; Phase 9 — Late Iron Age/Early
Roman; Phase 10 — Medieval.

WORKING

115

Each sample is identified in the archive, and the
results are discussed by phase below.

Phase 2

The sumples from this phase included examples of
iron slag, fuel ash slag, ironstone and burnt clay.
Fuel ash slag is produced by a reaction between ash
and silica-rich material such as sand or clay. It is
often associated with metalworking but can be
formed in any sufficiently hot fire and could, for
example, be produced during a cremation. There is
no evidence that the fuel ash slag, or the burnt clay,
from this phase was of any technological signifi-
cance.

Ironstone is a natural mineral which can be used as
ore in iron smelting. However there was no evidence
that the ironstone found in this phase, or in any of
the later phases, had been collected for this purpose.
It had not been roasted or prepared in any way and
was almost certainly all natural geological material.

Iron slag is produced during both iron smelting
and iron smithing, but the samples from this phase,
from pit 80, were too small to enable the process
which produced them to be identified with certainty.
It is highly probable, however, that they were all
iron smithing slag, the slag which collects in a
blacksmith’s hearth. Although a similar fayalite slag
is produced during copper smelting there was no
evidence for such activity on the site and the slag was
virtually certainly intrusive material from the Iron
Age or later. The feature also contained a few sherds
of intrusive Medieval pottery.

Phases 4 and 3

The majority of the samples were from these phases,
but they were almost all fuel ash slag. A few
examples of ironstone and burnt stone and one piece
of charcoal were also present, but there was no
evidence that any of the material had any technaologi-
cal significance. The comments about fuel ash slag
and ironstone made above also apply to the matenal
from these phases.

Phases 6-10

The iron slag from these phases was almost certainly
iron smithing slag, although the individual samples
were too small to be identified with complete confi-
dence. There is no reason o assume that the iron
slag from these phases is intrusive, but as small
of iron smithing slag are found on most
i the Tron Age or later date, the
quantity does not enable any
likely scale

quantities
pccupation sites o
presence of such a small :
conclusions to be drawn concerning :hc_
of ironworking activity on or near the site. _
There was no positive evidence for won smelting
on the site and the ironstone from these phases was

almost certainly naturally pecurring  geological

material. _ : .
Although some of the fuel ash slag and burnt stone

mayv have been associated with blacksmithing, it was
of no direct technological significance.
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Chapter 4

The Environmental Evidence

Soil Variability at Easton Lane, by P F
Fisher

Introduction

[his report presents data collected from the exten-
on Lane, near
Winchester. No buried soils survived, except poss-

sive open-area excavations at E

Tl
I'l|

in ditch All sequences, and so the tentat
conclusions are based on the interrelatonship of two

e

main lines of evidence: the distribution of contem-
porary soil types, and the nature and distribution of
archaeological and periglacial feature flls. Supple-
mentary data include land use records, and land-
forms

The report is divided into two sections. The first
analvses the modern souls at the site, and discusses
these with respect to general soil variability on the
chalk, whereas the second 15 a discussion of the

il feature hlls. A discuss

nature of the archaeolo;

i conelides the report.
Setting

The site is located on a hill with Upper Chalk
beneath a thin bl
isits, Coombe Rock. The upper sur-
nbe¢ Rock is characterised by linear
silty cla y material. These are
1981). The swathe of

r construction crossed

ket 'covenng ol

v north to south, and

therly and southerly aspect
«d. The two fields on the hill were
. Site specific documentary ¢vidence
back to the Tythe Map of 1838 and including
nce Survey maps of 1874, 1932 and 1958,
hrstly thar the fields h |y in arable use

lv, that sub-

i been priman

sidiary field boundaries had existed within the present
trge fields, but never in the same position on any two

Chus lvnchets within the modern fields result

m recent plough up to boundaries mow

orihises 2 i 1
Erubbed out were not (o be expected

Modern Soils

i
Lhere are three primary. soil types formed on the
'.'I."’i“ ol southern England: rendzinas, calcareous
Brown earths and argillic brown earths. No evidence

Was

which

enriched material

ved from an argillic
horizon, and so only the first two have been identi-
hied here

I'he rendzina soil profile is characterised by two
principal horizons, A and C, w
discontinuous Bw. A typical pro
follows (termin

an intervening but
file description is as

gson 1974).

logy after Hox

Profile 1 (Fig 106

."'l.rI Brown (10YR 4.5/3) wvery calcareous silt
loam; medium and fine angular and subangu-
lar blocky; small and medium chalk frag-
ments with medium and small fints; abrupt
and smooth on:

Bw Brown (7.5YR 4/4) very calcareous silt loam;
fine anpular blocky: small chalk fragments;
abrupt smooth on:

{ Coon

ibe Rock: wery calcareous silty clay
loam; extremely abundant rounded medium

s between 29 and
= became
y was reduced to 17cm),

-1 chroma or ‘-LIl'.'I-.". siomn-

» slope a

3 Were irre-

spective of aspect (Fig 106), 50, a8 might be
expected, the properties of the rendzina profiles

seemed o have been primarily related o homoegen

win carth

ribed thus:

wpes ol Calcart
['he first is

There

profiles at thi

Profile 12
Ap B
hir
blocky =soil structure; sm
ments and medium flint; abrupt

 (TOYR 4/3) very calcareous silt loam;

ind -medinm -angular and’ subang

| and medium

chalk

and wavy on
Bw Yellowish  brown
calcareous gri sift loam; medium and hne
lar blocky:
lk: clear and smooth on;
L. Coombe Bock, as above.

8.75YR. 36 veny

medium flint and  small

ical of all lecations where contem
ght have
I: against
north and

This profile is 1

|1I'\-! ary and unr ;
resulted in - the accumulation ol maler

contemporary ficld boundanes
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Fig 106. Easton Lane. Soil survey plan.
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perthwest of the area, and in the valley bottom to the
couth (Fig 106). In other words, the soil profile was
the product of the accumulation of mn_l material as
the result of accelerated soil erosion due o
ploughing. _

The soil profile of the second type of calcareons
hrown earth 1s:

profile 17 (Fig 106) _

Ap Brown | 10YR 4/3) calcareous silt loam; fine
and medium angular and subangular blocky;
medium and fine flint, ocasional fine chalk:
clear and smooth on:

Bw Strong brown (7.3YR 3/6) calcareous silty
clay loam; fine angular clay blocky; coarse
and medium fint, occasional very small
chalk; gradual and wavy on:

C Coombe Rock, as above.

In two important respects this profile is different
from those listed above:
i1 For the first time the soil is not very calcareous,
and chalk fragments are not the dominant stone
type, rather fint is;

i} There is a slight textural difference between the

Ap and Bw horizons, implying an increased clay

component in the latter, but possibly a reduction in

disseminated carbonates.

This profile again represents an accumulation of
soil material, but, most significantly, there was no
apparent reason in the contemporary or immediately
past landscape for such an accumulation (no per-
manent field boundary since at least 1838). There are
several explanations which may however explain this
CCUIrmence.

a) It could have been a positive lynchet of a long

deserted field system, but if so, why was it not a

chalky, calcareous deposit, as might be expected by

analogy with lvnchets elsewhere {Fowler and Evans

196772

b) This may have been the only location where the

sol approximated its thickness, pre-human interfer-

ence (Bell 1982, Limbrey 1978). Why. however,
should it have had such a limited occurrence, and
why was it not on the hilltop, rather than on the

northern flank of the hill (Fig 106)?

¢} Most soil material on the chalk is either Late

Devensian  loess (Cant  1978), or derived from

degraded Tertiary bedrock. Differential deposition

or preservation of these may account for the soil
observed. However. in the first case wind direction
would need to have been from the south to cause
drifting on the northern hillside, but this is incon-
sistent with the presumed North Sea origin of the
toess (Catr 197%). In the second, erosion, either
matural or accelerated, must have been differential,
that is greater on the south side, but, again, this is

inconsistent with  the wsual  interrelationship - ol

"“l':'mﬂrt.l.. hi”h]-;rp{'\: and dc]'ll.l.f\'i[.‘i. as observed by

Ollier and Thomasson (1957}

In summary, the contemporary soils at Easton
Ane were largely as might be predicted for the
"h_“lk]iﬂlﬂ&. Rendzinas occur on the hilliop and
Sides, and calcareous brown carths are present in the

SOIL VARIABILITY
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valley bottom and at contemporary erosion breaks
such as field boundaries. A swathe across the
northern part of the site, however, had a calcareous
brown earth profile in an anomalous location,

Feature Fills

On the whole, the secondary fills of archaeclogical
leatures at the site had colours similar to those of the
rendzina Ap and Bw horizons (brown 10YR 4.5/2 1o
dark brown 7.5YR 4/4) although lighter colours such
EI?’I& Jdrk brown (7.5YR 5/4) were nol uncOMmMOon.
Ihe fills were generally carbonate and chalk rich:
even an apparently stoneless layer contained plenti-
ful chalk grits. The textures were generally silt
dominated as is typical of many chalkland soils.
These ﬁl:.‘\.'l.:l:'ldu.r‘_.' hlls are i'!nru,:lhahl}' due o accumu-
lation by sheet wash and soil creep. Beneath the
secondary fills, there are usually extremely chalky
primary fills {up 1o 90% chalk fragments), created by
direct disintegration of the chalk rock or Coombe
Rock walls of the feature (Limbrey 1975). These
generalisations applied o all the archacological
features to the south of the site, in Areas A, B, C, D
and E, irrespective of the age of the {eatures.

In Areas F and G, however, the fills were
different. The working hollows associated with
structure 3918 in Area G contained definable pri-
mary and secondary fills, but in the former, chalk
fragments often appeared to be less dominant than
might be expected, and the latter were chalk free and
uniformly approximately brown (7.5YR 5/4). The
fills of the variously dated Late Saxon, Medieval and
Bronze Age features in Area F, also contained little
or no challk, dark colours (vellowish red, 6.25YR
5/6%, and only slightly increased chalk content in the
primary fills, over the secondary.

In natural features, both trechole and periglacial
stripes, the two-way split of fills between the
southern areas and Areas F and G was repeated.
Trecholes of all ages were plentiful, and always
contained highly calcarcous, chalk-rich fills, often
with vertical stratification {chalk pinnacles) and
irregular outlines. Features of an apparently similar
origin were numerous in Areas F and G, but here,
although the shapes remained irregular, chalk was
often rare or absent from the fill which again had a
generally darker appearance. Periglacial stripes in
Areas F and G were again brown (7.5YR 7/4) with at
least plentiful chalk grits.

As with soil tvpes, several working hypotheses can
be defined to cgplgin the spatial variation in feature
fills:
it Chalk-free soil material, deeper than elsewhere,
would account for the darker, chalk-free secondary
feature fills of the northern areas, but not for the
challless state of primary fills u_ml trecholes; ,
ity A local decalcifying soil regume may account for
both the chalk free secondary and primary hlls, but
the rate of decalcification required in such an expla-
nation is in excess of the generally accepted rate, but
not beyond that suggested on other archaeological
evidence (Fisher 1983),
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Discussion

The site as a whole can be divided into two areas.
One includes most of the areas covered by lh_ﬂ
rendzina and Type I calcareous brown earth soil
profiles. Here feature fills were largely calcareous,
chalky and exactly as might be expected by u!1:i|lv"|‘_:_\'
with other chalkand sites. In contrast, the feature
fills in Areas F and G were anomalous, u:umﬁi_ning
little chalk, and had generally darker colours. Either
by coincidence or for similar reasons, Area F was
directly associated with the occurrence of Type II
calcareous brown earth, and Area G was the nearest
other excavated location. Feature fill variations were
irrespective of age, that is, features of all ages in u:ﬂ;h_
area had similar fills. The difference in properties of
feature fills must either have been due to differing
depositional or post-depositional conditions in the
two areas. An explanation based on soil acidification,
after deposition of the feature fills, however, is
consistent with the observed sediment properties.

The Human Bones, by
Janet D Henderson and Alison Cameron

Introduction

The human bone from this site was examined and
recorded in the first instance at the University of
Bradford by Alison Cameron. Further examination,
in particular of the paleopathogical evidence, was
undertaken at the Ancient Monuments Laboratory
by the first-named author. The report was also
substantially written in the Laboratory.
Observations were made for demography (age and
sex ), anthropology (metrical and maorphological vari-
ables) and pathology (including dental and skeletal
pathology and stature). The results for each individual
are given in the microfiche catalogue (19-38), together
with details of the methods (or references) used in
cach case and tables of the anthropological results.

Bone Preservation

A total of ten cremation and 19 inhumarion samples
were examined, The cremartion samples were all
small and in three cases (Cremations 4683 and 6099,
and laver 1334 in post-hole 1697 it was not even
possible to state positively that the bone was human
and not animal. Among the inhumations, bone
prescrvation was variable, with five recorded  as
being poorly preserved, three moderately-well pre-
served and eight in good condition. ;"|.|[i:]:|ug]1 this
might be taken to indicate a bhias towards good
preservation overall, it should be noted that half of
the well-preserved  skeletons were only  partially
represented. There was no apparent differepce in
bone preservation by period.

Demography

The results for sex, age and stature for the inhy-
mations and for sex, age and sample weight for the

EASTON LANE CHAPTER 4: THE ENVIRONMENTAL EVIDENCE

cremations are given in Tables 16 and 17, There
very little that can be said about these resyls ‘W-'In;;;
to the extremely small sample sizes both of inhumeg
and cremated bone. For the latter, the situating js
reflected in the sample weights. The average creq.
tion has been cited as weighing 1.6ke and weights of
up to 3.6kg have been recorded (Evans 1963, As
with bone preservation, there were no obyigy
differences by period. With so much data missing iy
was not possible to assess whether there hag hEm
any variations between cremated and inhumed ing.
viduals.

Anthropology

In all cases the sample sizes were too small for apy
analysis to be justifiable. A complete record of the
individual results is given in the catalogue (see
microfiche).

Dental Pathology

Various categories of dental pathology  were
observed, including: ante-mortem tooth loss, caries.,
abscesses, periodontal disease, calculus and enamel
hypoplasia. Only one individual had ante-mortem
tooth loss (Burial 2752), unusually, perhaps, of all
the maxillary incisors. Five had carious lesions
(Burials 4978, 5263 and 5264 and pit deposits 1017
and 5027) and on three of them (4978, 5027 and
5264) more than one tooth had been affected. Only
one individual had an abscess (5027) and in this case
there were two. It was suggested that both of these
were associated with caries. There was evidence for
periodontal discase on six individuals. for caleulus
on seven and enamel hypoplasia on eight. Owing to
the separation of these individuals by period (hence
small sample sizes) it was not thought worthwhile to
do more than make a record of, for example, the
location and size of caries by tooth.

Skeletal Pathology

Comment on the frequency of any particular class of
skeletal PH”]!.‘!EHE_!;F could not be justified u'.'.':ing 1o the
small b&ﬂljﬂt‘ 51765, However, it may be noted that,
as might be expected. changes linked to joint disease
were the most common, followed bv trauma and
infection. Evidence for joint disease was generally
confined 1o changes which may be associated with
iii-:';‘i.l]l:'; '\'hﬁ]lg'-.‘." in the skeleton. Thus, in the seven
individuals affected (Burials 2752, 3058, 3695, 4978
and 5264, dirch deposit 354 and pit deposit 5027), all
showed degencration of the vertebral column and in
none of them was there any indication of a more
specific arthropathy. Bony response to infection was
noted in two individuals (Burials 1035 and 4978). In
neither of them could it be described as other than
non-specific, Two individuals had fractured bones:
2027 (skull) and 5264 (vertcbra). Cause was nol
dpparent in either case. Other pathology of note was
seen on 2752 (an unusually-shaped first right pros:
mal phalany of the foot) and 4978 (spondylolithesis
H“."I"'.[.mg the fourth and fifth lumbar vertebrac, 56
microfiche).
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HUMAN BONES

robie 16, Results for sex, age amd stature — the inhumations
Ta

Feature

Late Neolithic

1 aver 1049 in pit 1017, Area B
h:\uiur' 2752 in pit 1017, Area B

Farty Bronze Age

Burial 595, Area F
Laver 597 in pit 596, Area F

Early Middle Bronze Age

Burial 1708, Area D
Burial 3058, Area D

Middle Bronze Age
Burial 3695, Area D

Iron Age

Sex

Male

fFemale

Female

Female

Age

Burial in laver 354 ditch 176, Area A Female
Deposit in layer 354 ditch 176, Area A *Male
Burial 1035 in ditch 99, Area A
Laver 1327 in post-hole 907, Area A —
Laver 2192 in pit 409, Area A -
Burial 4978 in ditch 1810, Area D Male
Laver 5027 in pit 4983, Area A Female
Late Iron Age/Early Roman
Burial 5263 in pit 5107, Area H #Male
Burial 5264 in pit 5103, Area H ?Female
Laver 5337 in ditch 5295, Area H -
Burial 5424A in pit 5338, Area H Female
Area H

Burial 34248 in pit 5338,

Table 17 .rfu;'ira.'.'l__l'n"r SEX,

Feature

Early Bronze Age
Cremation 507, Area F
Cremation 598, Area F

Early/Middle Bronze Age

Cremation 1700, Arca D
Cremation 1705, Area D
Cremation 1729, Arca D
Cremation 1735, Area D
Cremation 1744, Area D

Middle Bronze Age

Cremation 4683, Area A
Cremation 6099, Area Be

Iron Age

L

ayer 1334 in post-hole 169, Area A

age and toeight — the cremanons,

Sex

i Smarure
MO years Metric
(Imperial
Adult
3545
Md Adult
Adulr
16=-20 -
3545
25-35
Adult =
Adule -
1=3 -
Adult ca
Adult =
35-45 162 m 4/~ .0327 {c 3'4
3545 =
Old Adult
35-45
Birth
17-25 1.64 m +/= 0366 e
Birth +/-
Age Weight
{in years) ing
R 8l
33
Adult 149
Adult Pyvounjg) 3,129
r 34
L 55
84
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The Animal Bones, by ] M Maltby

Introduction

The animal bones were identified using the modern
comparative reference collections at the Faunal
Remains Unit, University of Southampton. All the
bones from phased deposits were computer-recorded
and the individual records are stored at the Unit.
Copies of summary archives of the data have been
placed with the excavator and at the Faunal Remains
Unit.

Mormal excavation produced 4,089 amimal bone
fragments from phased deposits. In addition, over
1,800 fragments were derived from water-sieved
samples (Table 18).

Although the history of the site could be divided
into ten broad chronological phases, the nature of
the dating evidence meant that not all the bones
could be assigned to a single phase and many could
only be dated to within two or more phases. The
bones were therefore initially subdivided into 18
groups on the basis of the phasing evidence (Table
18},

Table I8, Ammal bone fragments recovered from Easton
Lane.

Phase Unsieved Sieved Total
1 == =
2 Q5 34 131
2-3 202 106 308
-4 7 5 2
210 158 10 168
3 73 51 124
4 74 220 294
3 131 Gl 191
47 37 - 7
5 48 37 85
5.6 22 d 22
f 38 24 62
67 70 5 i
7 254 100 354
7-8 674 590 1,564
8 216 249 465
g 444 3 447
10 1,532 " 1,532
Total 4,089 1,789 5878

Kev to Phases

I Meolithic

2 Late Neolithic

3 Early Bronze Age

4 Middle Bronze Age

5 Late Bronze Ape

6 Early Tron Age

T Early Middle Iron Age

8 Middle Iron Age

9 Late Iron Age! Early Romano—British
10 Medieval

- - Fy c
bones from sieved samples not computer-recorded

The remainder of this report will be divided jng,
four parts. The first three will examine the materiy)
from the following broad chronological Eroupings:

a) Neolithic and Bronze Age contexts (Phases 1-5).

b) Iron Age and Romano-British contexts (Phases
6-9);

¢) Medieval contexts (Phase 10).

In each case there will be a detailed, context-baseq
analysis, paving particular attention to variability of
species and element representation caused by preser-
vation conditions, disposal strategies and retrieval
methods. The concluding section will examine the
evidence for changes in the exploitation of animals in
the light of the evidence obtained from these exca
vations and the earlier excavations at Winnall Down
(Fasham 1985). This will incorporate ageing,
butchery and metrical data and will attempt to place
the results in a broader regional framework, particu-
larly with regard to the Iron Age and Romano-
British material.

Animal bones from Neolithic and Bronze
Age contexts

Although the excavations produced evidence for the
use of the area at various times in the Neolithic and
Bronze Age periods, the faunal evidence from con-
texts of this date was disappointing. No bones were
recovered from Phase 1, Neolithic, features and only
860 fragments were obtained by normal retrieval
methods from other Neolithic and Bronze Age con-
texts. These were supplemented by 523 fragments
recovered from sieved samples, but most of those
consisted of small pieces of bone unidentifiable w
species {Table 207

Phase 2. Late Neolithic
Se\fcn features produced 133 fragments including 34
from sieved samples (Table 18). A sample of 77
fragments was obtained using normal recovery tech-
niques from five pits (80, 852, 3256, 4775 and 6091},
Twenty-seven fragments were found in ditch 511.
The bones were poorly preserved and badly frag-
mented. Eighty-six of the 99 unsieved bones dis-
played erosion and 83 were unidentifiable to specics
(Table 19}, Nine of the ten cattle fragments were
recovered from pit 80 context 512 and consisted
mainly of carpals, tarsals and phalanges. These
bones were not eroded and the three carpals and two
tarsals each formed articulared groups. The good
preservation of these bones suggests either that they
were more recent intrusions or that they were buried
more quickly and deeply than the remainder of the
bones from these deposits, Pit 3256 context 3257 and
Pit 4775 context 4792 were the only layers in which
sheep/goat bones were identified. Pig bones were
tound in pit 80 context 512 and pit 3256 contex!
3157. A tooth of a red deer (Cervus elaphus) was
1d“frf|ifi‘fli in pit 80 context 82,

I'wenty of the fragments recovered from sieved
samples were from pit 6091 context 6092 and
included two bones of an unidentified rodent and an
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Table 19. Animal bones in Neolithic and Bronze Age features

aresiered ).
Phase
Specict 1 2324210 3 4 4547 5 54
R 0 24 5 16 14 13 18 4 4 5
Sheep Goat 1 L2z 5 13 15 &
Pig P 1 T RS R i T i e
Horse - = i 5 - I L 4 3 2
e i

Dog = 3 : = =
Red Deer 1 12 = 1 2 2 e

Umd Large
Mammal 47 62 6 21 13- % IE 21 15 5§
Sheep-sized
Mammal 15 2 : g
Unid Mammal 21 53 3 8 4 12 8 4 5 2
Unid Bird - - = = = T = ¥ 1
Pine Marten - - = - -
Mouse species = - = = = Af* - - x
Unid rodent = - = e - B
Frog - - = . - Fos
Toad - - - = - 1 _
Unid Corvid = < 7w i = i

TOTAL 9 202 17 158 71 74 131 37 48

fd
b

includes 8§ fragments identified to sheep
* includes articulated bones

Table 20. Ammal bones in Neolithic and Bronze Age features
(rieped),

Phase

Species 2 2232420 3 4 45 5
Cattle = 1 - = F = 3
Sheep/Goar - 2 = = 3 I 3 =
Pig -~ 4§ = = = = =1
Red Dweer 1 tr = e s
Unid Large

Mammal 2 2 - = 2 6 4
Sheep-sized

Mammual & 14 1 =17 I3 2801
Unid Mammal 22 5% 4 9 I6 158 41 22
Unid Bird sl ML St Al
Pine Marten = ez = e
Water Vole = s e = 1 =
Short-tailed Vole e |
.l'llllJl.I‘a:I SPCCIes . - =4 1 3 - -
Unid Rodent b I i 1
Mole (intrusive?) & = L = ] = =
[:'Tlh-g X 9 - = i e 1
Toad - L _ e
Frog/Toad B A R s
Fish = Tig vt — 3= =
TOTAL 34 106 S 10 51 220 60 37

dmphibian bone (Table 20). Other samples that
produced animal bones were from pits 80, 852 and
3256. A sample from post-hole 3829 produced three
fraigments, Only one further fragment was identi-

- BONES 123

fiable 1o species — a worked antler tine of a red deer
i pit 80 context 869,

Phase 2-3. Late Neolithic — Early Bronze Age
Apart fi'{:lI.TI three fragments recovered from a sieved
‘.iamr'-!c_lmm pit 6083, all the bones in this group
came from layers in pits 1017 and 5456. Two
hundred and two fragments were recovered from
normal excavation, 70% of which were unidentifiable
to species. Most of the bones deposited in pit 1017
were from the upper fills. The top two layers, 1018
and 1019, produced 61 and 43 of the fragments
respectively, The high proportion of bones locared
near the ground surface therefore explains the high
percentage of heavily eroded bones in the sample,
Few bones of the major food species were recovered
in the lower fills, where preservation would have
been better. Bones of cattle, sheep/goat, pig and red
deer were identified (Table 19). The majority of
fragments, particularly in the upper layers, were
loose teeth - sturdy elements that can withstand poor
preservation conditions better than other parts of the
skeleton (see tables in microfiche). The red deer
fragments consisted of antler spatulae and an antler,
shed with bez and trez worn down probably natur-
ally, all from layer 1049 associated with burial 2752,
Amphibian bones were recovered from the sieved
samples in context 1049 (Table 20). They were
probably the remains of pitfall victims. Bones of the
short-tailed vole (Microtus agrestis) were also found in
samples taken for molluscs in this layer. Pit 5456
supplied 58 fragments from normal recovery and 52
from sieved samples; these included a tibia of an
aurochs (Bos primigenius) from context 5458. The
same layer produced five antler fragments of red
deer.

Phase 2-4. Late Neolithic = Middle Bronze Age
Only 22 fragments were recovered from ditch 1054,
whose fills contained a mixture of Late Neolithic and
Bronze Age pottery. The seven identifiable [rag-
ments did include the earliest evidence for horse (a
tooth in context 3204). Bones of cattle and pig were
also identified.

Phase 2-10. Late Neolithic — Medieval (mixed, not
securely dated deposits) E= : :
This group consisted of material from pit 3461 in
Area F and pit group 653 in Area G. In both cases
the bone came from layers insecurely dated; in pit
group 653 the associated pottery ranged from Neoli-
thic to Medieval; and pit 5461 cut the Late Saxon
structure in Area F but was thought to contam
earlier material. Given is unceriaun origins, the
information gained from the animal bone assem-
blages is of very limited value to the specialist but 1t
was hoped that the dating of the features would be
assisted. One hundred and s:_xt_s'-mghl. fragments
were recovered including 10 from sieved .‘;qmpll..'s
(Tables 19-20). One hundred and seven of these
were found in pit 5461 and included 23 b'.f'l]t..'.‘i from
an immature corvid ka.‘l.!.:[nll_ﬂnd‘:'l-] bn_m'u J.mm ;1.:-!
immature dog (see table in microfiche]. l“l."!csu.'. h-.:_uv.%
belonged to a stocky animal and its dimensions
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would suggest that it was likely o have |‘-u'¢:rl of
Medieval origin. Indeed, most of the remaning
material in this pit, which included 27 of the sheep
goat bones and all five of the pig fragments, pos-
sessed characteristics more likely to be encountered
in the Medieval period than in the Neolithic, The
majority of the identifiable bones from pit group 633
belonged to cattle but the sample was too small to
investigate in more detail.

Phase 3. Early Bronze Age

Eight dated features produced 124 f(ragments, 51
from sieved samples. Most of the bones were
obtained from pit 6053 (43 fragments [rom normal
recovery, and 20 from sieved samples). The other
features (cremations 507, 598 and 1705; pits 1498
and 4924; post-holes 3721 and 6055; and ditch 1310)
each produced only a handful of fragments. Twenty-
one¢ of the 23 identified sheep/goat fragments.
including three from sieved samples, were [rom pit
6053 and included 15 bones from the skeleton of a
juvenile animal (see table in microfiche). The same
post-hole produced two bones of a pine marten
(Martes martes) and four fragments each identified 1o
cattle and pig. In the other fean
cattle and pig were identified more frequently than
those of sheep/goat, The cattle bones were of a size
..'L'lﬂip:if:.‘lh]t: with domestic stock. Two worked bone
fragments, both from pit 6053, could be identified 1o
species. They were a bone needle from a sheep/goat
metatarsus and an awl made from a pig fibula. The
pit also contained a red deer ulna fragment, This was
the only post-cranial element of this species identi-
fied in any of the phuses.

Generally, the bones were poorly preserved and
79% of the bones recovered from normal excavation
were eroded. Once again, the sample was too small
to determine clear trends in animal cxploitation at
this time.

Phase 4. Middle Bronze Age

Two hundred and twenty of the 294 fragments in
this phase were obtained from sieved samples,
mainly from post-holes that formed a number of
structures of this date. Most of these consisted of
small fragments unidentifiable to species (Table 207
Sieving produced only three fragments identifiable
to the major domestic species and most of the
identifiable bones belonged to small mammals,
Water vole (Arvicola terrestris), mouse Apodemus sp
and pine marten (Martes martes) were identified.
Most of the rodent bones were associated with the
cremation burial in 1735, The mole {Talpa europea
bone in post-hole 5389 may have been a more recent
intrusion.  Sieving did produce evidence of fish.
Three fragments were recovered in post-holes 5416,
5453 and 5583, all in Area D, Unfortunately they
consisted of small fragments and wire not Further
identifiable,

Only 74 fragments were recovered from normal
excavation procedures and 70% were unidentifiable
and nearly every bone was eroded. often severely,
E_*-:mr preservanon s to be expected in shallow
features of this sort. Fourteen bones (twelve from

res the bones of

sieved samples) were charred. Bones of cantle, shee
goat, pig and a horse tooth were identified. T e
antler fragments of red deer were also recovered,

Phase 4-5. Middle - Late Bronze Age

Of the 191 recorded fragmenits, 60 were from siey ed
samples. All but twelve of the fragments obtained
from normal recovery were [ound in various dih‘.‘h-x_
mainly in Area A (972, 990, 1493, 1810, 1929, 2663
and 3765). Sixty-two [ragments from diich 1810
included 38 bones of a mouse skeleton, Of the other
ditch sections, only 990, 972 and 3765 produced
more than ten fragments. Pits 3740 and 3743 and
three post-holes from CS 2341 produced a handful of
bones. In general, the preservation of bones in these
features was slightly better than in earlier phases ang
62% were recorded as eroded. The proportion of
unidentified fragments decreased 1o 51%,

Cattle and sheep/goat fragments were the most
commonly identified species but there were also
eight fragments of horse, perhaps indicating that this
species was being exploited more I'|-L;.,|1|4.-n[|§.- from
this time.

Forty of the sieved fragments were from samples
taken from various post-holes from CS 2341, As
ustal most of this material could not be identified.
Three sheep/goat fragments and one amphibian
bone were the only ones that could be assigned o
Species.

Phase 4-7. Middle Bronze Age — Early/Middle Tron
Age

This group was derived from three ditches, 176, 729
and 4847 a recut of 972, all of which contained
pottery of various phases within their fills. Only 37
fragments of bone were recorded from them and
nine were identifiable to specics (cattle, sheep/goat
and horse). Of the fragments, 32 were found in ditch
176 and most of these may have been of Iron Age
orgin. Nearly all the bones were eroded.

Phase 5. Late Bronze Age
The 85 recorded fragments from this phase included
37 from sieved samples taken mainly from post-holes
that formed structure 2159, Bones retrieved during
narmal excavation were obtained from the post-holes
of structure 2159, post-hole 2309 and ditches 3200,
3274 and 3692. Only 14 fragments of the major
species were identified, including five of horse.
However, the two horse phalanges in 3200 (3201
belonged to large animals and these may have been
more recent intrusions into the deposits. Cartle and
sheep/goat fragments were also identified; 29 of the
fragments were eroded. A
The sieved samples produced the only identified
iragment of pig from this phase, as well as fragments
of cattle, short-tailed vole (Microtus agresns) and
amphibian bones, but 27 of the fragments could not
be identified (Table 200,

Phase 5-6. Late Bronze Age — Early Iron Age
Twenty-two  fragments from ditch 928 were
recorded. Eleven of these were eroded and a few
Iragments of cattle, sheep/goat, pig and horse were
identified (Table 197
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ANIMAL BONES

Animal bones from Iron Age and Romano-
British contexts

rhe Iron Age and carly Romano-British faunal
sssemblages (Phases 6-9) also produced relatively
«mall samples compared to some contemporary sites
1 Hampshire. However, their main value lies in the
fact that they can be directly compared with the
oot substantial .‘1“‘:[.]1]"]&;!':5 obtained from the
winnall Down excavations.

Phase 6. Early Iron Age

This phase was contemporary with the Phase 3
deposits at Winnall Down. Four pits, 342, 1147,
2154 and 4577, produced 62 fragments including 24
all unidentifiable) from sicved samples. Caule,
sheep/goat, horse and dog were identified (Table 21).
Eighteen fragments were eroded.

Table 21, Animal Bones in fron Age and Romano-British
Fearures { Unsieved ).

Phase
Species 6 &7 7 78 8§ q
Cartle 3 T 4 72 45 120
Sheep/Goat 7 12 56160 50 &8
Pig . 5 3 19 B 14
Horse 1 9 % 19 16 30
Dherg 1 - 1 7 3

i 8 54 60 26 172
& 12 56 148 41 19
6 11 14 33 11 I8

Unid Large Mammal
Sheep-sized Mammal
Unid Mammal

Pine Marten = - g2 W
Weasel AR E S EL sy e
Warer Vole = 1 s 1 A
shart-taled Vole z - -~ 2 2 &=
Mouse species — -
Unid Fodent = 4 - 14 o -
Frog - ~ 07 2 =
Toad = = = 6 7
Frog/Toad - = 1 15 -
Common Buzzird g - - 1 " =
OTAL 370 254 674 216 444
Sheep x 3 35 7 e
(Goar o = o _ _

* includes articulated bones

Phase 6-7. Early Iron Age — Early Middle Iron Age
weventy fragments were recorded from gully 237 €S
2408, three post-holes of CS 2404 and ditches 971
and 1011. Most of this sample was obtained from 237
49 fragments), In this phase 60% of the bones were
ttoded. Fragments of sheep/goat, horse, cattle and
Pig were identified in that order of frequency (Table
¢L). The horse fragments included four lower inci-
5015 (probably of the same mandible) in post-hole
!17. Loose teeth were the most commonly recorded
Wennihable elements, reflecting the relatively poor
Preservation of the sample (see tables in microfiche).
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_ll_huil: 7. Early Middle Iron Age
: h“u E‘:.“.mr"“ from Area A to the east and northeast
of the Winnall Down excavations produced pottery
that was carlier in date than the material from Phase
4 at Winnall Down. Animal bones were obtained
from seven pits, 329, 407, 409, 496, 707, 982 and
1391, and from post-holes and gullies of structures
2404, 2406, 5602 and 5634, The 354 recorded frag-
nu.:'r}u included 100 from sieved samples (Table 18).
|'-N'ﬂ_hum!rud and sixteen of the fragments recov-
ered from normal excavation i—.r._1.'_:,._-i[-,_|r,._-w were
nhmln::_d from the pits, Pit 496 produced &7 frag-
ments including 17 of horse, 14 of cattle and 13 of
sheep/goat. In this pit, horse, cattle and unidentified
large mammal contributed 34 of the 41 fragments in
the topmost laver, 1188. In contrast, laver 1053,
towards the bottom of the pit, included only 12 such
fragments whereas sheep/goat and sheep-sized frag-
ments provided 22 of the 41 fragments in that layer
This may reflect variable preservation conditions for
bones in different parts of the pit, although both
contexts were similar, resulting in the under-
representation of the more fragile sheep/goat and
sheep-sized bones in the upper laver. There were
nine ivoried and one eroded bone in layer 1053
compared to 23 eroded bones in laver 1188. The
presence of ivoried bone usvally indicates good
preservation. It is also possible that the contrast
reflects the differential disposal of carcasses of large
and sheep-sized mammals. There were marked con-
trasts in the distribution of cattle and horse bones
and those of sheep/goat and pig at Winnall Down
[(Maltby 1985, 137).

Pit 329 produced only 17 bones, but 15 of these
belonged to cattle and included the remains of four
substantially complete skulls in laver 1012. One
skull bore chop mirks, made when both its horn
cores were removed. Although these skulls were well
preserved, the absence of many of the teeth from the
maxillae perhaps indicates that they were not buried
immediately after slaughter and butchery. Their
deposition may nevertheless have had some ritual
significance.

In the small samples from other pits, sheep/goat
fragments were usually the most commonly identi-
fied. From all the pits, 42 cattle, 40 sheep/goat, 25
horse but only two pig fragments were identified
leaving 49% of the assemblage as unidentifiable.

Onlv 38 bones from normal recovery came lrom
structures. These included nine bones of goat, prob-
ablv from the same animal in post-hole 4373 €5
*_if,rjz_ Although goat bones were rarely cl:umm[n::m!
from the Winnall Down excavation, both the Early
and Middle Iron Age phases there produced evi-
dence for its presence in smull num!_rcr:\.

From all contexts, 123 (48%) [ragments were
eroded, 16 were ivoried and 22 .\I::-:‘m'l.‘d_ I:'-::l-.ll-'l'li-'-' of
canid gnawing. This relatively high |r=|.'u!|.'ru-'u. .HJ.
gnawing indicates that many of the bones w o
accessible o scavengers before burial in these

features. vl -
The sieved samples included 70 fragments from

M5 2406. The only identifiable fragments consisted
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of a sheep/goat tooth fragment, a fragment of horse
ilium and two bones of a frog/oad. In additon,
post-hole 420 layer 2142 produced a vertebra of a
small fish of indeterminate but probably freshwarter
species. Another unidentifiable fish vertebra was
found in post-hole 4604 laver 4605, and a tooth,
possibly of a pike (Esox lucius) was retrieved from
post-hole 4581 layer 4582, Therefore, although siev-
ing did not produce much in the way of identifiable
material, it did show that fish may have been occa-
sionally exploited.

Phase 7-8. Early Middle [ron Age — Middle Iron Age
This group of features produced the largest sample
from any of the prehistoric phases, 1,564 fragmenis.
This total was inflated by the presence of large
numbers of small mammal and amphibian bones
amongst the sieved sample (Table 22).

Table 22. Amimal bones in fron Age and Romano-Brinsh
fearures (steved).

Phase

Species 6 7 78 59
Cartle - - Z -
Sheep/Goar - 1 15 15 -
Pig - - 3 - =
Horse - 1 - - =
Unid Large Mammal - - 3 i -
Sheep-sized Mammal - 4 55 M _
Unid Mammal 24 86 230 94 3
Pine Marten - - 2 - -
Water Vole = - 54 =
Short-tailed Vole . - 393 6 -
Mouse Species - - 2 l -
Common Shrew - e 2 =
Unid Rodent - 3 M4 o) -
_Frns{ - - 10 3 -
Toad - - 10 =
FrogToad - 2 8 6 =
Fish - 3 2 - -
TOTAL 24 100 890 249 3
Shﬁ'i.‘l = 1 =

Si:‘{ hundred and forty-one of the 674 fragments
obtained by normal retrieval methods came from
eight pits, 238, 316, 317, 4560, 4567, 4622, 4886 and
4993 and one ditch, 350, Three pits produced over
100 fragments.

Sixty-five of the 260 fragments in pit 4567 were
small mammal and amphibian bones from laver
4?’1-1 . These included 23 bones of a weasel (Mustela
nivalis), These animals were probably pitfall victims
Layer 4580 included the ulna of a buzrard _Bm.:.x;
buteo). Amongst the domestic species, fragments of
sheep/goat, 63, were consistently found in greater
numbers than cattle, 20, throughout the pit, Indeed
ten of the cattle fragments consisted of the bones ull'
the lower hindlimb of one animal in laver 4881 (see

table in microfiche). Six pig fragments and g,
fragment cach of horse and dog completed the Jig of
identified bones. The bias towards sheep/goar i this
pit is also reflected amongst the unidentifiable mayer.
ial, of which 77 fragments were assigned o the
sheep-sized category compared to only 13 |app,
mammal fragments.

Pit 4560 produced 118 fragments. Although
sheep/goat fragments, 35, were again the best repre.
sented, cattle, 25, and horse, 13, formed a higher
proportion of the assemblage than in most of the pir
excavated at Easton Lane or at Winnall Down
(Maltby 1985, 103). Six of the horse bones from
layer 4561 consisted of the metatarsals and three
tarsals of the ankle joint affected by spavin, Fig,
represented by six [ragments, was the only other
species identified. The skeleton of a ping marten in
layer 741 accounted for 82 of the 113 fragments in piy
317. Ths pit also produced a large number of small
mammal bones amongst the sieved samples (see
below) but contained only seven fragments, six
sheep/goat and one pig, identifiable to the major food
species.

From all the pits, excluding articulated bones,
sheep/goat provided 63% of the identifiable frag-
ments of the major food species, cattle 24%, pig 9%,
and horse 5%. Such figures indicate that sheep/goat
fragments were better represented overall than in the
Early and Middle Iron Age pits at Winnall Down,
However, this sample was relatively small and the
results reflect, mainly, the unusually high proportion
of sheep/goat fragments in the one pit, 4567,

The 38 fragments recovered by normal retrieval
methods from the structures included some 13 limb
bones of the partial skeleton of an adult sheep in
post-hole 4632 (see table in microfiche). Five frag-
ments were recovered from ditch 350,

The preservation of the bones in these features
was better than in any of the previous phases, since
more of the bones were buried more deeply in pits
Excluding small mammal and amphibian bones,
only 24% of the bones were eroded. whereas 27%
were ivoried. Gnawing was recorded on 13% of the
bones, indicating that much of the sample was the
subject of secondary deposition and many bones
must have been destroyed entirely. This was
[L:ﬂ[‘ﬁ.'i'-:d TF.I;I.iJ'iJf..‘ in the \hc{;p'g{rﬂ[ -;;||;]'||1n||1~ which was
biased towards denser fragments such as loose teeth
and shaft fragments of tibia and radius (see table in
microfiche). The smaller and more fragile bones of
sheep/goat were more susceptible to destruction by
scavengers than those of cattle, particularly since
more of them belonged to immarure animals. Fifty-
seven per cent of the cattle major limb bones
(scapula, humerus, radius, femur, tibia and metapo-
dia) possessed articular surfaces, compared 1o only
33% of the sheep/goat imb bones (excluding bones
from partial skeletons),

The sieved bones included 591 fragments from
samples in pit 317, Laver 731 included the death
assemblage of at least 14 short-tailed voles and laver
732 contained the skeletons of at least eight mare,
Plus at least three water-voles. It is possible that this
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ANIMAL BONES

pit remained open for some Hme while these pitfall
vicrims accumulated. Pit 316 produced 62 bones
from sieved .-c:unph:st r:mhll_gc of frog and toad from
yver 751. The 128 sieved fragments recorded from
post-hole 4632 may all have been associated with the
partial sheep skeleton discussed above. Sieving also
i‘rt.\j“k"-"-j h.mws of pine marten (probably from the
ckeleton  discussed above), mouse and common
shrew  (Sorex araneus). Two fish bones were
recorded. Post-hole 1193 contained a vertebra prob-
shly of a freshwater species (¢f Cyprinidae), and a
|'r¢gmum of an indeterminate species was found in a
:,u_n]!ﬂl_" from P!il 4622,

Phase 8. Middle Iron Age

The 465 fragments were from features contemporary
with Phase 4 at Winnall Down. Only 216 fragments
were obtained from normal retrieval. One fragment
a sheep/goat tooth) came from ditch 975, the
:'|_'|]l;|_||'|-|il_'"i' 1.I'ill'l'l SEVEN D‘i.l.\. l?1 1100, 4620, -1-':}'2!,
4928, 4951 and 4983, The density of bones in these
pits was generally low compared to those from
Winnall Down. The two largest samples produced
more cattle than sheep/goat fragments (pit 17 - 79
fragments; pit 4921 - 43 fragments). Overall,
amongst the bones identified o the major food
species, sheep/goat provided 42% of the 119 frag-
ments, cattle 38%, pig 7% and horse 13%. This
compares with figures of 52% sheep/goat, 19% cattle,
10% pig and 9% horse from Phase 4 pits at Winnall
Down. The pits at Easton Lane, therefore, con-
tained a higher proportion of large mammal f{rag-
ments than the much larger samples from Winnall
Down. Since both samples seem to have been rela-
tively well preserved, the differences in species
representation cannot be explained by factors of
differential preservation. Seventeen percent of the
fragments from these excavations were eroded,
compared to 15% [rom the pits at Winnall Down.
The discrepancy may simply be due to the fact that
the small sample from Easton Lane produced unre-
liable figures. It is also possible, however, that a
greater proportion of the large mammal carcasses
may have been butchered away from the main focus
of the settlement at thart time., resulting in the better
representation of cattle and horse bones in the fills of
the pits in this peripheral area. The 34 fragments
with evidence of gnawing may indicate that most of
this marerial was probably of secondary deposition.
Exceptions 1o this may have been the complete horse
femora and tibia found in pit 17. Twenty-four per
cent of the bones were ivoried.

Sieving produced 249 fragments with 15 frag-
ments of 5]'|L‘L']'!|-'g|.1u[ and two of cattle being the only
majer food species identified. These results imply
It sheep/goat bones were more likely 1o be over-
looked during normal excavation, pur[-iculuri}' their
smaller bones such as the carpals, small teeth and
Phalanges (see table in microfiche). As usual, how-
':"'";T' most of the identifiable bones from the samples
i:‘i:::ir:i]_m 511.I-:1||. mammals and ;I[]L!1|1i!17iifll1.5- There
4983 -'fiE.L' concentrations of Mln.'_h species, h.ﬂl pit

2 produced 47 bones of such pitfall victims.

My
].‘..l'lnl_\d_‘ ':.i_. Late [ﬂ'l!'l ."Lj:l: lf;l[]‘_.l Rl-?l'l'likl'lu-“ﬂilh]'l
Eleven features from Area H produced 447 frag-
ments, all bt [_hTL‘:,' of them from unsieved samples.
r:hn.;dill.'h. sections which produced animal bones.
2007, 5039, 5042, 5293, 3295, 5302 and 5623,
l‘.lE]un_gL'r.l to the southern part of the series of enclos-
ures investigated in the Winnall Down excavations
(Fasham 1985, 31-7). All the material therefore is
contemporary with the bones from Phases 5 and 6 of
those excavations (Maltby 1985, 107-112),

A total of 387 fragments was recovered from the
tI_Jtchc:i. Ih_l.' largest sample was obtained from ditch
5293 (151 fragments). The other sections each pro-
duced less than 100 fragments. Only 57 fragments
were recovered from the pits dated to this phase,
‘I:’sl.-'.. 3347, 5349 and 5361, Of these, 44 were from
pit 3347.

I'he cattle assemblage included 14 ribs and verte-
brac of the same animal in ditch 5295 and three
articulating cervical vertebrae in ditch 5293, In
addition, cantle and other large mammal fragments
were well represented in most features. Ditch 5293
produced the majority of sheep/goat fragments (37)
but they were not well represented elsewhere. This
may have been due to the slightly better preservation
of bones in that feature. Overall, 61% of the bones
were eroded which compares closely with the Win-
nall Down Phase 6 ditches, where 62% were eroded.
Only two bones were ivoried and 26 were gnawed.
The sample was therefore less well preserved than
the earlier Iron Age phases. Horse fragments again
outnumbered those of pigs. Only three dog bones
were identified. No goat or domestic fowl bones were
recorded.

Table 23 compares the percentages of fragments of
the major food species represented at Easton Lane
with those from the Phase 6 ditches at Winnall
Down (Maltby 1985, 109), In the much smaller
sample from Easton Lane, cautle fragments were 4%
higher and sheep/goat 4% lower than at Winnall
Down. In both samples, however, cattle [ragments
outnumbered those of sheep/goat. The sample [rom
the pits 2t Easton Lane was too small to be of much
value,

Table 23, Relarive percentages of mafor food species at Easton
Lane Phase 9 and Wimnall Doion Phase 6.

Total

Carttle Horse Sheep’ Pig  Frag-

Criat mMEns
on Lane Ditches  47.0 124 335 7.0 185
Winnall Down Ditches 43.0 12,8 3:.[1 6.7 1,439
Total Ditches 434 12,7 371 6.7 1,624
! Y 1857 d a1 i { ]_:| :;
Easton Lane Pits (57.6)(21.2)(18.2) (3.0
Winnall Down Pits 27.2 10.0 56.0 6.8 I‘:"]
Total Pits 31.7 11.6°50.4 6.3 E_-I.
Toral Easton Lane 48,6 13.8 il_h: 6.4 . hl:
Total Winnall Daown® 41.2 11,3 41 2 t_n.-l- '-'.l.,l I‘:
Combined Total 419 11.5 402 64 1136

* aleo includes bones from SCO0Ps, hollows and quarnes.
Totals exclude articulated bones.
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The decrease in the proportion of shecp/goal
fragments in Phase 9 may be misleading since the
poorer preservation of bones may have biased the
sample in favour of cattle. Twenty-three bones
(34%) of the sheep/goat sample consisted of loose
teeth and the sample was more heavily biased
towards sturdy fragments such as these, the mandi-
ble and ubia.

Animal bones from Medieval contexts

Phase 10. Late Saxon and Medieval

Normal excavation methods produced 1,532 [rag-
ments from these deposits. The majority of these
belonged to skeletons of various species in several of
the pits (Table 24). The largest accumulation was
found in pit 5265, which produced 605 bones from
eight largely complete sheep skeletons, mostly of
adult ewes, but there was also a partial skeleton of an
immature male. In additon, at least four foetal or
newborn lambs were represented by 32 bones.
Although it was not possible to separate all the bones
of the skeletons, it is clear that these were buried
together without skinning or butchery.

Table 24. 5pecies represented m Medieval contexts {unsieved ),

Species 5265 537 600 634 654 51030nher Total
Caule 151 3 W 2 - 9 185
Sheep/CGroar 643* — 35 98 39% 7l 38 924
Pig - - 1 5 2 - 5 13
Horse - = T4* 10* ] 1 86
Dog e ] e A 3
Unid: Large

Mammal = = A2 3 5 o= 27 81
Sheep-sized

_Mammal 21 9138 30 180
Unid Mammal = e A e g 13
Unid Bird L R e e AR 1 1
Frog : s O
Fish - - - i ]
Domestic Fowl R 7
Corvid species - - - e 17
TOTAL 644 151 151 279 118 71 118 1,532

Sheep 637 2 4 9S=7I= 3. 7%

* includes articulated bones.

The reason for their burial remains something of a

mystery. Probably these were animals that died of

natural causes, either through disease or during
severe weather conditions. No evidence of disesse
was found on the bones apart from the usual dental
pathology associated with older sheep, The presence
of the foetal or newborn lambs supgests that the
disaster occurred during the winter or early Spring
The age and sex of the animals suggests that this was
part of a fock composed mainly of breeding cwes,

Measurements were taken where possible and these
revealed that the skeletons belonged to small sheep
of a restricted size range. Estimates of withers
heights (sec table in microfiche) showed thar ghe
lengths of the metapodia consistently gave higher
estimates than those [rom the upper limb bones
when Teichert’s (1975) conversion factors were
applied. The results suggested that the sheep may
have had withers heights of between 50-55¢m
These sizes and other measurements are typical of
Medieval sheep in the area. They were generally
slightly smaller than the sheep represented in the
Iron Age and Romano-British levels at Easton Lage
and Winnall Down. The immature skeleton did,
however, belong to a larger male animal.

Pit 5103 produced 71 bones of a much larger
sheep. This gave estimated withers heights of
61-65cm. Four bones from the forelimb of a lamb
were recovered from pit 654, See microfiche for the
list of articulated bones recovered from these skel-
etons,

Pit 537 produced 151 bones of a cattle bunal.
probably of an adult steer (see table in microfiche),
Three of the cervical and two of the thoracie verte-
brac had pathological deformations of their articular
surfaces. Pit 600 contained 74 bones of a horse,
mostly consisting of vertebrae and ribs and display-
ing severe pathology of several thoracic and lumbar
vertebrae, Several vertebrae had developed exostoses
and had fused together. Although this condition is
commonly found on thoracic vertebrae of older wild
and domestic horses, the presence of such pathology
on the lumbar vertebrae was more probably caused
by being ridden. Pit 634 included eight bones from
the ribs and vertebral column of another adult horse
Pit 634 produced three partial bird skeletons. Laver
3378 contained at least 17 bones of two voung birds
of the crow family (Corvidae) and layer 694 con-
tained seven bones of a voung domestic fowl,

The fact that the Medieval assemblages were
dominated by bones of burials is indicative of the
practice of burying only those carcasses not destined
lor consumption. To leave these to rol may have
been considered a health hazard or could have
attracted scavengers, Waste from carcass processing
and cooking may have been less of a problem
and the bones associated with these processes may
have been left on the surface to rot or have been
scattered on the ficlds. At any rate, disarticulated
bones from Medieval contexts were not found in
great numbers.

Sieving produced little new information from the
Medieval deposits, apart from the recovery of
several fish bones in pit 654, These were examined
by Jennic Cov. Some of the bones appear to have
been chewed and the material may have come from
cess deposit. Common eel (Anguilla anguilla) was
represented by at least four vertebrae, and w9
vertebrae of herring (Clupea harengus) were identt-
fied. Bones of freshwater species included five
inferior pharyngeals of small dace or chub (Leuctiei
sp) and a premaxillary, possibly of a perch (¢f Pered
fuziarilisy, :
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ANIMAL BONES

Discussion

The Easton Lane animal bone assemblage was quite
mall, but its study provides an opportunity to
reassess the conclusions obtained from the Winnall
Down excavations in the light of this evidence and
data from other recent excavations in the area.

Species Representation .

The samples from the Meolithic and Bronze Age
deposils were 100 small to derive many conclusions.
Tentatively, we can suggest that pigs were exploited
relatively more frequently in these periods than in
the Iron Age. This tends 1o support the evidence
obtained from the land mollusca, which indicate that
there was more woodland in the area during the
Weolithic and Early Bronze Age. This was cleared 1o
P“'r‘[m_'u open, dry ]!l'ilFﬁ';’lr:Ll b"q. IJ'I.L' .'“ll.ll.”l._‘ Hj'l e
Age, by which time the proportion of pig bones in
the assemblage had decreased. No red deer bones
were identified in deposits later than Middle Bronze
Age date. However, since all but two of their
fragments consisted of antler, they may have been
rarely exploited for meat even in the earlier periods.
It is, of course, possible that the carcasses of hunted
animals were butchered at the kill site and their
bones not brought to this site. There is no firm
evidence that horses were exploited until the Middle
Bronze Age. One aurochs bone was found in a Late
Neolithic context.

The analysis of the Iron Age and Romano-British
samples at Winnall Down demonstrated that
changes in species representation were often
determined by context variability. Generally,
dlthough sheep and cattle were the dominant specics
exploited, their relative importance was difficult 1o
gauge because of these variations. The Easton Lane
samples produced further evidence of such contex-
tual variabality.

Given the differential preservation of sheep/goat
and cattle bones, a better reflection of their compara-

tive abundance may be obtained by comparison of

only those bones which survive well in both species.
:l".'ll-' analysis of the Owslebury samples (Maltby nd1)
indicated that comparisons of the number of tibia
Iragments may provide a better guide w their rela-
tive abundance than counts of all their identified
Iragments. Tibia fragments are usually abundant in
sheep/goat samples. Although articular surfaces are
often destroyed by scavengers, their shaft fragments
are quite dense and survive reasonably well,

Fable 25 shows the number of cattle and sheep
goat tibia fragments recorded in the Iron Age and
Romano-British deposits at Easton Lane and Win-
nall Down, Sheep/goat usually provided 66-71% of
the total fragments, although there were still notable
contextual variations berween the Early Iron Age
Pus and other contemporary features at Winnall
Down. The small sample from the Phase 9 deposits
from Easton Lane contained a high percentage of
sheep/goat, but this had relatively little effect on the
overall total when it was added to the contemporary
Phase g assemblage from Winnall Down. The results
show that at least twice as many sheep as cattle were

129

Table 25, Cattle and sheeplgoar nbia fragments in Tron Agi
}uld Romano-Brinish deposits ar Easton Lane and Winnall
Joum,

alte

Cattle  Sheep wsheep
= = = _Goat __ Goat
Winnall Down Phase 3 Pirs 9 3l -f‘;
Other 26 35 57
Total 15 67 b6
Easton Lane Phase 6 - 1 s
Easton Lane Phase 6-7 1 3 -

“aston Lane Phase 7 4

zaston Lane Phase 7-8 ] 27 71
3
8

ston Lane Phase 8

Winnall Down Phase 4 5 112 B
Winnall Down Phase & 1% 80 68
Easton Lane Phase 9 2 14

Total Late Iron Age/ RB 40 94 0

Totals exclude bones from articulated groups and sieved
samples,

represented in the deposits throughout these phases,
This figure reflects the number of carcasses, not the
relative number of live animals kept. The figures are
still subject 1o some bias resulting from differential
preservation, fragmentation and disposal strategics.
They may, however, indicate little change in the
relative abundance of these species during these
phases.

By the Iron Age, pigs appear to have formed a
relatively insignificant part of the diet of the inhab-
itants of these settlements. Table 26 compares the
number of sheep/goat and pig [ragments only from
Easton Lane and Winnall Down. In general the
Easton Lane samples produced relatively fewer pig
[ragments than the Winnall Down excavations and

Tuble 26. Sheeplvoar and pig fragments i fron Age and
Romano-Brinish deposits ar Easton Lane and Winsall Dozn

Sie Sheep Pig Salig
Croat
Winnall Down Phase 3 Pits 314 6l 16
Diech 105 31 23
Other 170 31 15
Total 589 123 17

Easton Lane Phase 6

Easton Lané Phase 67 12 5

Easton Lane Phase 7 -I-E (.’- h

Easton Lane Phase 78 I-fs 1 J 11

Easton Lane Phase 8 3-'-_:' W{h If
Winnall Down Phase 4 1307 259 17

Winnall Down Phase 6 831 I.If‘j :f
Easton Lane Phase 3 I:I:_-l ]

Total Late Iron .'III!.':K.' 4] Eo9 143 14

| nes - I od groups and sieved
Tomls exclude bones from articulated groug

samples.
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generallly they formed less than 20% of the assem-
blage. These were lower figures than those obtained
from contemporary deposits from the Micheldever
Wood Banjo enclosure (Coy nd) and from Owsle-
bury (Maltby nd1). The low percentage of pig in the
early Romano-British period is very interesting in
the light of results obtained from the town ol

Winchester. The relatively small early Romano-

British sample from excavations on the Staple Gar-
dens site produced a figure of 42% pg fragments
when identical calculations were made (Maltby nd
2). The results from this and other sites in Winches-
ter suggest that pork may have been a more impor-
tant element in the diet there than at Winnall Down,
where the meat diet mav have continued along the
lines established during the Iron Age.

Horse was well represented at Easton Lane and
Winnall Down, compared to other Iron Age sites in
the area. Horse fragments outnumbered those of pig
in many of the Iron Age contexts. Comparing the
number of cattle and horse fragments only (Table
27}, horse contributed at least 17% of the fragments
in the various phases at the two sites. They were
particularly well represented in the Easton Lane Iron

Table 27, Camle and horse fragments in Iron Age and
Romano-British deposits at Easton Lane and Winnall Dozwn.

Sire Cattle Horse %Horse
Winnall Down Phase 3 Total 699 165 19
Easton Lane Phase 6 ] 3 -
Easton Lane Phase 6-7 7 9

Easton Lane Phase 7 44 26 37
Easton Lane Phase 7-8 62 13 17}
Easton Lane Phase 8 45 16 (26}
Winnall Down Phase 4 §38 244 23
Winnall Down Phase & 831 227 21
Easton Lane Phase 9 120 a0 20
Total Lare Iron Age’ RB 951 257 2]

Totals exclude bones from articulated groups and sieved
samples.

Age deposits. Similar calculations from Owslebury
preduced figures usually of 10-20% horse in both the
Iron Age and Romano-British deposits (Malthy
ndl}. Consequently, the exploitation of horse may
have been more important for the inhabitants 455001
ated with this settlement complex. Again, there iz a
marked contrast with rthis p::r-._'q:n-t:as:;' of horse
obtained from the Late Iron Age and Romanop-
British deposits at Easton Lane (20-21%) with the
urban assemblages from Winchester, where most
samples produced less than 10% horse and this 1i|.;u;::~
often fell below 5%, The greater importance of cartle
a5 a4 producer of meat probably accounts for this
discrepancy. The demands for beel from the
population at Winchester acted as a stimulys for the
importation of more cattle to the wwn, The inha-
hu.m_nt-c of the Roman town mav ales have had a
preference for beefl, whereas the ihh::hil:lms of estab.-

lished rural sertlements .Iik@ Winnall Down and
Owslebury may have t_'nntlnl._md to exploit horses f,
their meat as well as for their transport qualitjes

The excavations at Easton Lane lens SUPpOr 1o
the suggestion that domestic fowl were not kep
during the Iron Age at this settlement comples,
Indeed, the only domestic fowl bones encountered
were of Medieval date. Although most of the sheep
goat bones that could be identified 1o a particular
species belonged to sheep, the partial skeleton of 4
goat was recovered from an Early/Middle Iron Age
post-hole. Goat bones were also found in .\m;“
numbers at Winnall Down in Iron Age contexts angd
rather more frequently in some Middle Iron Apg
features at Owslebury (Maltby nd 1). Although there
was abundant evidence of their scavenging, dogs
were poorly represented in the Easton Lane -l[.:“:.._
its. The sieving programme did provide evidence
that fish were occasionally exploited during the Iron
Age.

Unfortunately, the small samples from Easton
Lane produced comparatively little ageing evidence
to add to the results from Winnall Down. Only eight
cattle mandibles bore tooth eruption evidence. Both
specimens from Phase 8 had fully erupted tooth rows
and belonged to animals probably over five vears old.
The two mandibles from Phases 7-8 belonged o
vounger cattle. In one case the second molar had not
erupted; in the other the fourth permanent premolar
was not in wear. Two of the Phase 9 mandibles had
fully erupted toothrows while two others belonged 1o
immature cattle. The evidence from Winnall Down
suggested that the usual practice was to keep cattle
until maturity and these results do not significantly
alter that impression.

Nineteen sheep/goat mandibles from Iron Age and
Romano-British deposits provided tooth eruption
data. Most of the specimens from Phases 7-8 and 8
either had fully erupted toothrows, three cases, of
belonged 1o lambs which only had the deciduous
F]'ultlnlurﬁ and frst molar in wear, six examples.
T'here was also one mandible of a foetal or newborn
lamb. This pattern fits the one observed in the Phase
4 deposits at Winnall Down, where maost of the
sheep mandibles from the pits belonged either to
animals under a year old or 1o relatvely old animals
(Maltby 1985, 106). The lack of mandibles
belonging to sheep killed at the prime age for meat
production is a feature of most of the Iron Age
samples examined from Hampshire chalkland sites,
ncluding Danebury (Grant 1984). Meat production
may have been more important at Owslebury and
Micheldever Wood, where mandibles of sheep culled
at this age were found rather more ['r..-.,;ucn”!-
':;"'14irh]" ndl). Three of the six mandibles from the
Phase 9 dﬂ]‘.-n_l,hs; wiere at that stage ol iik_-l.'c|g|]!.|'|1¢.'.’l|
(M2 in wear, M3 not in wear): the others had
completed their tooth eruption sequence.

Three pig mandibles of Iron Age date bore tooih
eruption data. Two (one from Phase 7-8, one from
Phase 8) had the third molar in early wear and were
probably over two years of age. All four ageable
specimens  [rom Phase 9 belonged to younger
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CARBONISED PLANT REMAINS

animals. None of them possessed [ully erupted
second molars and one only had the deciduous
premolars in wear. This would have belonged to a
pig under six months n.lr.l.

Apart from the Medieval sheep skeletons already
discussed, metrical data [rom Easton Lane was
limited by the fragmentary nature of much of the
material. All the measurements from the Iron Age
phases fell within the ranges of those obtained from
winnall Down, confirming that all the domestic
stock were of comparatively small types. There was
no evidence for the presence of much larger stock
prior 1o the Romano-Britsh period. Even then most
of the measurements were no larger than those
obtained from Iron Age contexts.

Analysis of butchery data continued to demon-
sirate that most of the carcass processing in the [ron
Age was performed with implements which pro-
duced fine knife cuts on the bones. These included
the ulna of a dog in pit 17, which had cuts made
during disarticulation of the elbow joint. Several
horse bones also bore cutmarks confirming that their
carcasses were often butchered for meat. A cattle
scapula from a Phase 9, Late Iron Age/Early Roman,
context had had its lateral spine chopped off during
removal of the flesh. Such distinctive butchery was
also encountered at Owslebury, mainly in deposits of
Romano-British date (Maltby ndl). However, the
butchery techniques at both these sites were in
marked contrast to those introduced to Winchester
at this time. There, cattle carcasses in particular
were subjected to much more intensive butchery,
usually employing cleavers. This resulted in guite
different patterns of butchery marks and fragmen-
tation. This is vet another example of how the faunal
remains from Romano-British urban and rural
settlements display significant differences from each
other. It is only by the comparison of samples on a
regional basis that such variability can be monitored
and a better understanding of animal exploitation
achieved.

The Carbonised Plant Remains, by W ]
Carruthers

Soil samples of 8-10 litres were subjected to on-site
manual flotation with the flots being collected in a
sieve of mesh 250 microns. The results are summar-
ised in Table 28. An appendix in microfiche contains
the list of samples examined for plant remains.

Identification

Many of the flors contained fibrous roots and Hll"'-j'-'f"
seeds, and the small amount of carbonised grain
recovered from these flots was often badly eroded. Tt
15 possible that some of these samples may have been
contaminated with modern carbonised seeds but no
anachronistic taxa were recorded.

Whiear
Almost all of the identifiable glume bases recovered
were spelt ( Triticum spefra L), Only one glume base

131

l.'_n}lld be definitely identified as belonging to emmer
(Triticum  dicoccum Schiibl) on the basis of the
presence of both primary and secondary veins and
the uh\un_-;c of distinct intermediate veins. However,
It 15 possible that some of the indeterminate glume
bases were emmer, since in many cases, insufficient
amounts were preserved to be able to distinguish
between emmer and the rather similar glume bases
of the terminal spikelets of spelt. Measurements of
the glume base widths (Fig 107) showed that as
many as 14% fall below the width range obtained by
Helback (1953) for spelt from Fifield Bavant. A
small percentage of these may be emmer glume
bases, but there are also likely to be several terminal
spikelets of spelt amongst them which could not be
identified as such due to the state of preservation.

_ The few caryopses of wheat recovered can only tenta-
tively be identified to species level, as grain morphology
alone is not a sufficient basis for identification.

205

% TOTAL I N=230
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Fig 107. Easton Lane. Glume base widths.

Barley

Most of the caryopses were identifiable as hulled
harlev, since in many cases adhering fragments of
lemma were visible and the grains were angular.
Where twisted grains or rachis were present it was
possible to be certain that six-rowed hulled barley
( Hardeum vulgare L emend) was _I‘1._‘|1rr.'.\'l:nh:d. tI'_lu.'
single bevelled lemma base and fairly Inng_:'.-:c]u.a
internodes are characteristic of the lax vanety of
barlev, but neither of these characters are completely
reliable and Jones (1978) suggests that the division
into genetically distinet lax and dense cared forms
may not vet have occurred by the Iron Age.

(rats .
The absence ol
samples makes it impossible (o
the few oats recovered were ol

any oat lemma bases from the
determine whether
a wild or cultivated

species.
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CARBONISED PLANT REMAING

Table 28, continued. Plant remains from Easton Lane,

Pir
FEATURES 8456
;|.n.-.|.-crr.':i cotula L (stinking DAd, h B
I mayweed )
(Chrysanthemm {oX-eve G )
Leucanihemum L daisy)
Eleocharis subg Palustres{spike rush) M ~
Carex 5p (sedge MG
TOTAL 3
HABITAT TYPES:
A = arable D = cultivared/disturbed land
H = heath M = marsh, pond margins etc,

W = woodland a = preference for acidic soils

Discussion

Of the 72 samples examined only 44 produced
carbonised plant remains, and of these, only the
samples from two Middle Iron Age pits contained
enough material to merit a detailed discussion. Plant
remains from the Late Neolithic/Early Bronze Age
and Bronze Age periods are grouped into these broad
divisions, as little environmental information could
be extracted from the small number of samples
examined.

Phases 2 and 3. Neolithic and Bronze Age

The Late Neolithic/Early Bronze Age pits in Area
M: were notable only in the uniformity of the plant
remains recovered. Almost all of the samples exam-
ined contained a number of small fragments of
carbonised hazel nut shell and a few eroded cereals.
The total number of nuts represented is probably
only about 20, but the ubiquitous nature of the
Iragments suggests their probable use as a food
source,

Samples from the Bronze Age pits, post-holes and
graves produced a few poorly preserved cereals with
hulled six-row barley being the only recognisable
species. A few common weeds of arable and dis-
turbed land were also present.

Phase 8. Middle Iron Age

The wider range of carbonised plant remains recov-
ered from two Middle Iron Age pits was of more
value in providing economic information, particu-
larly as a comparison could be made with material
trom the previosly excavated site at Winnall Down
Monk and Fasham 1980, Fasham 1985). The pits lie
to the northwest of the site excavated in 1976/7 and
may be associated with its Phase 4, Middle Iron Age,
peniod of occupation,

Ihe assemblages from the two beehive-shaped pits
were similar 1o each other in character, although pit
4928 contained greater quantitics of material than pit

4983. In both pits most of the plant remains were

E"Ljnur Two Eight Three Pit Fit  Seven Total
Pits  graves phs  pits 4928 4083 pits 27
1
- - 5 4 B
= E - 12
2% 1 10 15 76 14 0

G = grassland
8 = scrub/hedgerows
d = damp zoils h

heavy smls

recovered from the primary pit fills. They consisted
principally of the chaff components of spelt and
barley, and seeds of a variety of weed specics
Relatively few cereal grains were recovered, the ratio
being 1:6.85 grain to chaff fragments and 1:1.87
grain to weed seeds for the primary pit fill of 4928,
These high rarios suggest that the assemblage repre-
sents primary crop-processing debris.

Similar assemblages were recovered by Monk
(1985) from Middle Iron Age pits at the adjacent
Winnall Down site, although in some pits the grain
to weed seed ratios indicated the presence of stored
griins as opposed to crop processing debris, Further
evidence for the use of pits for grain storage was
provided by Jones (1984} as the result of a detailed
examination of 2 carbonised deposit from Danebury.
The extent of carvopsis germination at different
levels in the deposit followed the proposed pattern
given by Reynolds (1967, 1974) for cereals stored in
pits. It is possible that pits found to contain debris
had also previously functioned as grain storage pits,
but that they had not been subjected to stenilisation
by fire (as described by Reynolds 1974) prior to
being used for the disposal of rubbish. Thus, any
uncarbonised grain remaining at the base of the pit
would have left no archaeological record.

The concentration of crop processing debris in the
primary fills of pits of this type and this period
suggests that the presence of this material is not
merely due to the casual deposition of domestic
refuse. It might be explained by the quote from
Pliny given by Monk (1985) concerning the storage
of I_.‘,I.kli:-;1 in pits: ‘and before all things care 1s taken 10
make them in dry soils and then o foor them with
chaff'. Perhaps, as Monk (1985) suggests, _1].!{.‘:«::
remains are the result of burning such a pit lining.
Further ethnographic and historical cvidence from
Europe and beyond shows that straw was olten used
to line and seal grain storage pits (Fenton 1983

From Hillman's (1981) model, based on et Iumura.z-
phic parallels, the car bonised assemblages in trhr-' s
pits most resemble burnt waste from stage 12 of the
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processing, that is, from the third sieving using a
mesh size similar to that of the grain, which removes
small weed seeds and heavy chaff fragments such as
glume bases and rachis segments. This waste wnjnlnl
seem to have been less suitable than straw for lining
pits, but perhaps the straw was valued for other uses,
such as for thatching, bedding or fodder.

The Weed Flora

Most of the weed species represented are typical
weeds of arable or disturbed land. Pit 4928 also
contained a number of seeds of grasses, grassland
weeds, the marshland plant spike rush (Eleacharis
subg Palusires) and sedges (Carex sp), many of
which colonise marshy ground. This may indicare
the use of wetter land bordering the River Itchen
some 800m away for grazing or hay making. Waste
bedding or animal dung may have been burnt and
deposited as refuse in the pit. Alernatively, the
séeds may have been harvested with the crop from
damp field margins. The arable weed, stinking may-
weed (Anthemis cotula L), prefers heavier, damp soils
(Kay 1971) and on lighter soils it is usually replaced
by scentless mayweed (Tripleurospermum manitimum
ssp inodorum). Examination of the weed flora of the
Winnall Down pits, and Easton Lane pit 4928
showed that, in pits where there was a predominance
of barley, of the two species it was almost always
scentless mayweed that was present, whereas pre-
dominantly wheat pits usually contained stinking
mayweed. This apparent relationship may be due to
the fact that barley is better suited 1o Erowing on a
[ree-draining calcareous soil like that on which the
site is locared, whilst wheat grows better on heavier
soils and may have been cultivated on the heavier
alluvial soils in the river valley. Pit 4928 contained
predominantly wheat chaff and, of the two species,
only stinking mayweed was present,

Other differences in the weed floras of whear-
dominated and barley-dominated pits can be seen.
Chess (Bromus sect Bromus) is said to be a common
weed of spelt and was found to oceur in much greater
numbers in pits containing predominantly wheat.
However, it would also appear to have been a weed
of barley on this site, as Monk (1985) recovered a
number of chess carvopses from an otherwise rela-
tively clean deposit of barley. Cleavers (Galium
aparing L) was also particularly abundant in wheat-
dominated pits, as it was in pit 4928, and this i
probably due to its association with winter-sown
CrOpS.

Other weed species of note are lamb's lertuce
(Valeranella dentata L. Poll) and all-seed (Chenapo-
dum cf polyspermum 1.). Jones (1978) noted that,
together with stinking mayweed, their OCCUTTEnce in
Iron Age samples at Abingdon was interesting, since
Godwin (1975) had considered them to be probable
Roman introductions. All three species occurred in
pit 4928, and lamb’s lettuce and stinking mayweed
were recovered from the Winnall Down samples.

A fragment of carbonised bracken (Preridium
aguinum L. Kuhn) frond was recovered from pit

4928, Bracken is characteristically a plant of light,
acid soils which frequently colonises areas of recengly
cleared woodland. The local calcareous soils may not
have provided favourable conditions for growth b
it is currently found on nearby areas of clay-with.
flints and may have been collected for use s
bedding.

The presence of grass culm bases and roots may he
due to the pulling up of grasses for fodder ang
bedding, the weeding of crops, or uprooting along
with the crop during harvesting.

One notable difference between the weed foras of
the two sites is the small number of leguminous
seeds in these pits when compared with the large
numbers recovered from some of the Winnall Down
pits. In addition, no cultivated legumes were found
in the two pits.

The precise relauonship of the two Middle Tron
Age pits with the Winnall Down settlement is
uncertain, but similarities in the carbonised plan
assemblages are apparent. Although the majority of
the pits examined by Monk (1985) showed a
predominance of barley over wheat, the situation
was said to be reversed in the area of the Middle Iron
Age circular buildings to the west of the site. The
two pits examined here were positioned to the
northwest of the circular buildings and showed a
predominance of wheat over barley. Whether the
relationship berween wheat-dominated and barley-
dominated pits represents spatial or temporal
differences in the site is uncertain.

The assemblages are generally typical of the
period. By the Middle Iron Age, the cultivation of
spelt predominated and emmer was only of second-
ary importance in Wessex (Green 1981}, The domi-
mance of wheat over barley may have varied more
from site to site, being more closely related to soil
suitability and specialisation of use. It is uncertain
whether the few oat caryopses recovered from these
pits and the pits examined by Monk (1985 represent
& minor crop or weed contamination.

Land Snails, by M ] Allen

Samples were analysed for mollusca from ditch and
pit sections which have allowed an almost complete
site environment to be reconstructed. This data,
when reviewed with Mason’s (1982, 1985) mollus
work at both Winnall Down and Easton Down and
Waton's (1982) palynological evidence from Winnall
Moor provide a basis for evaluating the landscape
history of the Easton Lane site and its environs.

Table 29. Lis of samples

Features Samples Phases Feature tvpe
1017 451444 2 Pit
1017 125, 123-119 3 it
15108 520.526 45 Ditch
176A 6R-73 i Ditch
FHA 509-510 6 Ditch

71 2121 P Ditch
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LAND SNAILS

Methodobogy

The methods of melluse analysis employed followed Evans (1972,
1645); soil being soaked and disaggregated in water and hydro-
cen peraside (HOx) and washed through a nest of sieves of
¢ prm, dmm, Imm and 0.3mm mesh aperture. Mollusca were
exracted, identificd and quantified wsing a x10 1o x30 stereo-
pinocalar micToscope The residues were then weighed and the
frgetion calculated as a percentage of the initial .\il.l1:||:!‘||_' weight
The nomenclature for the mollusca follows Walden (1976) and
the sediment descriptions provided by the excavator were
sugmented by the au'.lznr'_a quantitative nlx'h:'_rnpllul'.x which follow
Hodeson (1974), appendix in microfiche. The tripartite classifi-
cation of ditch sediment (primary, secondary and tertiary) is that
athined by Evans (1972, 321-328) and Limbrey (1975, 290-300)
-'| he results of molluse analvses are shown in Table 30 and
graphically as histograms of relative abundance (Figs 108 and 109
o which each species 15 photted as a percentage of the total
ndividuals, excluding the burrowing, and thus palscoecologically
insignificant, species Cectlivides acicada, which is recorded as a
nercentage over and above the rest of the assemblage. The sieved
fractions mentioned above were grouped into particles larger than
5 fimm, those between 5.6mm and 0.5mm and those smaller than
p5mm. These data provide a crude index 10 the extent of
weathering and the rate of sedimentation, and thus enable some
evaluation of the suitability of conditions to mollusc life at the

e

The Mollusca

Phase 2. Late Neolithic, Pit 1017

The pit, which was in excess of 2m deep and ¢ 3m in
diameter, contained ar its base, a fine calcareous mud
which was overlain by a coarse vacuous rubbly
primary fill above which was burial 2752 (Fig 16).
The tertiary deposits seaiing the burial were much
finer and were probably ploughwash.

Mollusca from pits are not, generally, ideal for
palacoenvironmental reconstruction because they
may include faunas which enjoyed the shady pit
micro-habitat or which had eroded from ancient soils
through which the pit was cut (Thomas 1977a.
Shackley 1976)., These deposits, however, seem
quite unmixed and molluscan preservation uniform
within each context.

The basal deposit reflects the pre-pit environment
and contained high mollusc numbers, 437. The
shade-loving assemblage was dominated by Cary-
chivm tridentarum, associated with high propottions
of the predatory Zonitids, Punctum pygmaeeun and
the rupestral species Acanthinula aculeata. Trichia
fspida  also  occurred in  comparatively high
umbers, The high mollusc numbers and large
number of raxa present in the basal fill indicate a
brief episode of stability. Although the pit micro-
tvironment §s partially reflected in the mollusc
sssemblage, Canyehium tridentatum, Discus rotundatus
and the predatory Zenitids indicate leal litter and
Suggest the presence of a broadleafed deciduous
Woodland. Furthermore. the presence of Ena mon-
fana, today a species of old woodland, is surprisingly
“mmon in Meolithic and Bronze Age woodland
Where much human interference was clearly already
Present (Kerney 1968). This might account for both
Irichia hispida which, although rare in woodland,
4065 occur in such in the pre-henge environment at

Jurrington Walls (Evans 1971), and Vallonia costata
Which occurs in open woodland. The overlying layer
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:I{‘.i}ﬂﬂfn"‘.i a .~':muia_r assemblage, but a significant
ncrease in Pomatias elegans might reflect clearance.

The coarse rubhly primary fills containe
molluses, probably due 1o 1
infilling of this unit,

The finer secondary fill at ¢ 1.38-1.48m contained

an assemblage dominated by Trichia hispida, but
ﬂthr:nvi&u_nul: dissimilar from the basal fills. The
absence of many rupestral species and the reduction
in Carychium tridentatum indicate both a reduction in
shade and leaf litter.
_ A sequential series of samples through the tertiary
fills shows a gradual increase in open conditions. The
overall decrease in shade-loving species (Fig 108) is
not due to an actual reduction in these species, but to
an increase in open country species and individuals
such as Pupilla muscorum, Vallonia costata and Heli-
cella wala. Two factors contribute to this trend:
firstly, the increasing effect of the open country
habitat on the fauna; and secondly, the reduction of
the shady pit micro-habitat by infilling. The
uppermost context contained a very open country
assemblage dominared by Pupilla muscorum, Vallo-
nia and Helicellids and contained the Introduced
Helicellids Candidula intersecta and Cernuella virgata,
indicating the onset of Kerney's (1977) mollusc
biozone *f, that is, the Medieval period. The open
country conditions that prevailed from at least the
Middle Bronze Age (see below) are slightly obscured
and retarded by the pit micro-habitat affording
shade.

d very few
he rapid weathering and

Phases 4-7, Middle Bronze Age - Early Middle Iron
Age ditches 1810B and 176A ( Fig 109)

Two ditch sections and the primary fills of two
further ditches were analysed (Allen 1985). The
ditches, although constructed in the Middle and
Late Bronze Ages, were visible and perhaps still
partially open in the Early Middle Iron Age.

MNone of the coarse, basal fills displayed any
evidence of a troglophile molluse fauna, char-
acterised by Oxvchilus, Vitrea and Discus, typical of
rock-rubble habitats (Evans and Jones 1973} Nor
was anv evidence for Evan’s (1972, 331) "Punctum
group’ (Punctum pygmacum, Euconulus fulous,
Nesovitrea hammonis and Vitrina pellucida) typical of
early stages of ditch colonisation by _p];mm: FeCog-
nised. All the assemblages show very little ecological
variation up profile and all represent a typical very
open dry grassland dominated throughout by H*!r.-
cella itala, Vallonia excentrica, Pupilla muscorum and
Trichia hispida (Fig 109). The ;im-_mhl_ugu.- isa t:url:..
specialised one, being consistent with field imumt_::}n
ditch and colluvial deposits Eﬁ:urdcd at I].'H.' H.l-l'in
opstone lynchet (Thomas 1977b7, -.-uE!Ic;-' 5|ll:‘ at kl.:]
Coombe, Itford and Chalton ( Bell 1983), and fiel
boundary ditches at Cuckoo Bottom (Allen 1?ml
I"cnnunu-rru: 1984) and Wharram ]_’L-rc:.' (Allen 1984),
which are all interpreted as resulting If'lrmn.;L.rl.Lh;:.; .1:1.11.
pastural regimes. These land snail ‘m-m’_m. la.;.,::{
represenl CONtNUoUs, stable, dr',.' upu:.: II.IIH“‘T ‘-li:.
and suggest that limited :-hurl-gm.*.r-.,_i grassland ¢
sades were interrupted by arable acuvity.
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Table 30, The mollusc data.

FEATURE
CONTEXT
Sample
Weight

Pomanas elegans {Miiller)
Carvelium cf punimum
(Milller)

Carychium mmidenatum (Risso)
Carychium spp

Cochlicopa lubrica { Miller)
Cochlicopa lubricella (Porro)
Cochlicopa spp

Vertigo pyemaea (Draparnaud)
Vertigo antroertigo
{Draparnaud)

Vertigo spp

Pupilla muscorum {Linnacus)
Vallonta costata (Muller)
Vallonta pulchella { Miller)
Vallonia excemrica Sterki
Vallowia spp

Acanthinula acwleara (Miller)
Ena montana (Draparnaud)
Era obscura (Miller)
Puncrum pugmaeum
{Draparnaud)

Discus rotandatus (Miller)
Vitring pellucida (Miiller)
Vitrea comtracta (Westerlund)
Vitrea erystalling (Milller)
Vitrea spp

Nesovitrea kammeonia (Strom)
Aegopimella pura (Alder)
Aegopimella nitidila
(Draparnaud)

Oxychifus cellarius (Miller)
Limacidae

Cethordes acicula (Miller)
Cochloding laminata (Montagu)
Clawsilia bidentata (Stroém)
Candidula intersecta (Poriet)
Candidula pigaxy (Pledfer)
Cemuella virpata (da Costa)
Helicella itala (Linnaeus)
Helicidae

Trickia smolata (C Pleiffer)
Trickia kispida (Linnasus)
Ananta arbustorim (Linnaeus)
Heltcygona lapicida (Linnaeus)
Capaga/Ananta spp
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Phases 8-10. Middle Iron Age — Medieval (rertiary
fills of 1017, 1810B, and 176A)

The tertiary deposits of all these features produced a
restricted taxa, almost exclusively of open country
preference, and, with the exception of the Intro-
duced Helicellids, undifferentiatable from the
assemblages recovered from the Middle Bronze Age
and later fills. Thus the open downland suggested
above can be seen as present in the Medieval period.

Conclusion

In the later MNeolithic contexts analysed, environ-
mental interpretation is made more complex by the
pit micro-habitat contributing to the molluscan
faunas. However, it 15 clear that a deciduous
woodland was probably cleared for the pit, though
there is no evidence that this clearance was long
standing. Shady conditions prevailed soon after con-
struction of the pit. Although there is no environ-
mental evidence for the Early Bronze Age, it is clear
that the Middle Bronze Age linear ditches were cut
into a well established, pre-existing, open downland
environment. It is therefore likely that the secondary
woodland/shrubland was extensivelv cleared in the
Early Bronze Age. The arable and short grazed
pastural grassland agronomy suggested by the mollu-

scan evidence is attested by Maltby's faunal analysis
and Monk's plant remains. Open downland pre-
vailed throughout later prehistory and the Medieyq)
period until very recent times.

Table 31, Summary of environmental conclusions

Phase Period Environment  Activity

L. Meolithic

2. Late Neolithic Deciduous Limired
woodland clearance
Regeneration

Open woodland

i Early Bronze Age Open Extensive
woodland? clearance?

4. Middle Bronze Age Open Arable and
downland Pastural

activities
5. Late Bronze Age |

6. Early Iron Age 1
7. Early Middie Iron | |
Age

8 Middle Iron Age

9. Late Iron Age

Early Roman
10. Late Saxon and
Medieval
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Chapter 5

Discussion

The Sampling Programme

The excavation of the Easton Laneé site was an
cxercise designed to see whether an area which
appeared 10 contain almost no archaeological
jeatures was really as sterile as it seemed. The
programme was designed to enable the project to
expand if archaeological features were encountered.
The sampling fraction of 10% was chosen on
gconomic grounds. A 10% sample could be exam-
ined within the budget while leaving sufficient
resources to excavate small additional areas. A
system of parallel transects, randomly selected from
within zones of comparable width, was the most
convenient sampling system to use (Figs 2 and 4).
The width of the transects was determined by the
width of the machine used; the transects could be
easily selected and located on the ground. The 33
transects revealed 363 features; eight transects con-
tained no archaeological features. The features by
type were: 223 post-holes, 35 natural features, 32
dirches, 28 pits, 14 gullies, 14 scoops, nine stake-
heles, three slots, two floors, one gquarry, one burial
and one hollow.

A computer-based analysis of the data from the
transects was undertaken after the excavation was
completed to see if comparison could be made
between a computed prediction of the distribution of
archacological features by data and feature type and
the final archaeological record as excavated, thereby
confirming objectively the intuitive process by which
the excavation was expanded from the sample.

However, the high variation in the data, including
transects with no features and large numbers of
ﬁ':_llu_n.—s in tight clusters, militated for a more dis-
Cruminating test, or 4 larger sample than was prac-
tically available, both in terms of cost of sample size
and robustness of statistical test . A stratified random
sample of 10% can be seen as a practical response
and it has been suggested that a simple visual plot of
results is perhaps more useful than further statistical
tests (Samels 1986),

The Phase Sequence

huumm“g to establish a reasonable chronological
equence which related sensibly to the archaeological
eatures has proved a worrying experience. The
ichacological features were generally widely scat-

tered, there was no h!nl[i.f.tl:upllj.'. there was no sCope
for topsoil investigation above known feature groups
\lcature groups were only located by machine-
|.-_x|;.-u-u_1.;.;i transects), and there were remarkably few
finds from the post-hole groups. All of these factors
were unhelpful. Once ploted, the distribution of
diagnostic pottery proved to be the most useful toal
in establishing a phased sequence. As at Winnall
Down, Medieval pottery occurred in most feature
groups, but prehistoric and Roman pottery of all
types produced relatively discrete groups. Excep-
tions included the fills of many of the ditches, which
showed long sequences of activity. Indeed, the upper
fills contained molluscs of Medieval date, as did
feature group 653 with associated C5 3918. A more
secure date for that feature would have been most
helpful. The distributions of pottery have been
displayed throughout this report, as they form the
entire basis of the chronological sequence [or Easton
Lane.

The excavations of Winnall Down in 1976/7 and
Easton Lane in 1982/3 have produced an episodi
account of settlement, ceremonial and agricultural
activites from the middle of the fourth millennium
BC until the Norman Conquest and a little alter.

The phasing of the two sites is summarized in
Table 32.

Table 32. Phase sequewces for Easton Lane and Wi
Dongn.

Phase

Drescriplion Easton Lane  Winnall

Down
Neolithic 1 Y ]!F| I
Late Meolithic “ 0 .'h L
Early Bronze Age 3 Mo I1h.-. it
Middle Bronze Age 4 2a
Late Bronze Age (post Deverel- : ,
Rimbury} 2 !
Early Iron Age & TR
Early Middle Iron Age 7 No Ph:
Middle Tron Age : 4
Late Iron Age 2
Early Roman i
Lare Saxon and :
Medieval .
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Neolithic. Easton Lane Phase 1, Winnall
Down Phase 1

The lack of earlier Neolithic sites, apart from long
barrows (RCHM 1979), is a well-known aspect of the
archacology of Hampshire. The Winnall Down exca-
vation revealed a ring ditch of 16.5m external dia-
meter. Red deer antlers in the bottom of the ditch
produced radiocarbon dates which, when unijhra[cd_.
fall in the middle of the fourth millennium BC
(Fasham 1982). Features like this remain enigmatic
but may have ceremomial connections. Hampshire
may not be quite so devoid of earlier activity as the
existing archaeological record shows. It has been
argued that the demand for agricultural land in the
Iron Age and Roman period may have led to the
disappearance of monuments of standing stones
(Fasham 1980) and that the absence of causewayed
camps, henges or ‘ritual’ sites in Hampshire may be
deceptive (Schadla-Hall 1977, 17). Renfrew has sug-
gested that the large Neolithic monuments of
Wessex required a high degree of central organi-
sation (Renfrew 1973), and Barker and Webley
(1978) have argued for organised land-use over large
areas. An organised landscape has been suggested for
Sussex (Drewertt 1978). Hampshire seems, therefore,
to be a part of a different social organisation to the
rest of Wessex and Sussex, unless, of course, it is at
the centre and the causewayed enclosures and henges
are all peripheral. This is most unlikely.

The chances of discovering occupation sites of
Meolithic date are slim. Extensive field survey in the
environs of Stonehenge (Richards forthcoming) has
demonstrated just how elusive these sites are on the
dry chalkland of southern England. Surface collec-
tions of lithic material have revealed concentrations
of broadly Neolithic (rather than Late Neolithic)
date, but sample excavations have revealed few, if
any, contemporary subsurface features. Shennan
(1985) has rightly pointed out that the substantial
surface scatters collected by G W Willis in the
early twentieth century in the Basingstoke area,
with their numerous diagnostic flint implements,
may represent permanent settlements. So far, none
of those surface scatters has been re-examined in
the field or subjected to any form of sample exca-
vation. In considering the thin covering of surface
flint of Neolithic and Bronze Age date in eastern
Hampshire, Shennan (1985, 70) considers the
possibility that this might be a reflection of the
way archaeological evidence for mobile occupation
accumulares.

About a millennium before the ring ditch ar
Winnall Down was dug, there was a major episode of
clearance in the Itchen Valley at the nearby site of
Winnall Moors (Waton 1982}, To confirm this unu.
sually early clearance horizon, a further sequence of
radiocarbon dates is being processed,

The Easton Lane excavation provided  further
glimpses of Neolithic activity. It is possible that the
distribution of ceramic material at the north of Area
B, around pit 1017 and ditch 1054, reflects a
lecalized activity area of Neolithic date.

Late Neolithic. Easton Lane Phase 2, Wip.
nall Down no phase

The dating of C5 3918 is, and will remain, problemg.
tic and probably impossible to resolve. The exca.
vation and recording of the structure was Tigorous
and thus the location, both horizontally and ver;.
cally, of the pottery 15 reasonably secure. The Neoli-
thic pottery is described as ‘mainly fresh and
unworn’ (Ellison pers com} and this may indicage
that the pottery is contemporary with the infilling of
the hollow in which the structure was buili, The
worked flint from this area is not out of place in a
Late Neolithic context, and broadly contemporary
with pit 5456, 50m to the north, There were a few
undated post-holes to the east but a geophysical
survey revealed no other features comparable to
feature group 653 which contained CS 391§
Magnetic anomalies recorded in the adjacent area
were revealed to be patches of clay-with-flints when
the topsoil was stripped. C5 3918, with its ringbeam
and principal rafter construction, is of a structural
type common in the later Bronze Age in Sussex
{Drewett 1979; Burstow and Holleyman 1957) and
Dorset (Woodward forthcoming). The post-ring
provided internal roof support while the outer
boundary of the house would have coincided with
the lip of the depression. The position of pit 3802 on
the line of the post-ring seems 1o substantiate this.
Since this was a building with no contemporary
surviving structures it is not possible to speculate on
social organisation. The southeast facing entrance
would have provided reasonable light, and a number
of craft activites could have been undertaken within
its shelter, such as those suggested for Hut 3 in
compound 4 at Black Patch, Sussex (Drewett 1979,
3-10).

The major difference between this house and most
of the Bronze Age examples is that, in the latter, the
entrances face downhill whereas CS 3918, in order to
maximise the light from the southeast, has an
entrance facing upslope. The *back to front” arrange-
ment may acount for the isolation of the structure, as
the period of use may have been quite short, assum-
g the unsuitability of the aspect was soon
discovered. The south-facing slopes a few hundred
metres to the south were settled in the Bronze Age.

Evidence for flint-working was present in pit
34536, which was cut by the Late Saxon enclosure.
The flint was knapping-waste from a flake industry
using both prepared and unprepared cores. The
badly preserved pieces of red deer antlers which
were in pit 5456 may have been present for making
into antler tools or for use in fint-working.

Another small trace of occupation activity was
provided by the four small pits in Area Mc. The
Hintwork from them may represent domestic refuse.

The cone-shaped pits in Area B are an addition to
the corpus of ‘unusual’ Late Neolithic features in
Hampshire. The burial in pit 1017 can be classed
with those of male burials normally accompanied by
Beakers but which also include aceramic inhu-
mations. Despite the absence of a Beaker from
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Easton Lane, a number of similarities exist which
cuggest that the burial may be placed with the
primary and Developed Southern Beakers. The six
Green Low arrowheads and the four antler spatulae
hoth have regular associations with these Beaker
groups

" Additional grave goods, although less diagnostic,
do mot contradict these ceramic associations. Their
sccurrence and assoctation with antler spatulae have
been used (Smith and Simpson 1966) to interpret
these burials as those of craftsmen with their “tool
kits. The possibility that spatulae are pressure
flakers reduces the likelihood that ‘tool kits' can be
ssociated with a specific (leather) trade, and sug.
gests that they represent general-purpose tools. Awls
of both metal and bone, scrapers, knives and Aint
flakes, which feature under Clarke’s (1970, 203)
‘exatic’ Primary Southern Beaker equipment, are all
common in graves of this type (Smith and Simpson
1966, Table 1). The bone awl from Green Low, also
a Primary Southern Beaker grave, was found on the
pelvis, a similar position to that of the Easton Lane
grave. The scraper from pit 1017 was recorded with
finds from the disturbed grave fill but its proximity
to the burial increases the probability that it formed
part of the original deposit. The knife and flint Aakes
were clearly selected, and formed a deliberate part of
the burial.

Negative evidence also suggests possible connec-
tons with Primary and Developed Southern
Beakers. Clarke (1970, 204) notes that, despite the
srong connections with archery, there is an absence
of stone bracers and of bronze daggers from Primary
southern Beaker graves in particular,

The Easton Lane burial rite can also be paralleled
among some Primary  Southern Beakers. This
Beaker group includes sporadic use of deep shafis
(Clarke 1970, 202) between three and six feet deep.
The Acklam Wold inhumation lay in a chalk shaft
six feet deep (Mortimer 1905, 91-2).

_Pit 1017 was excavated in a small local clearance, a
Situation similar to the contemporary feature, a
possible  stone alignment on Burntwood and
Bridge’s Farm (Fasham 1979). One km north of
Easton Lane, the Bronze Age ring ditch in Easton
Down cut through an earlier, probably Late Neoli-
I:]':Lc. feature. The mollusca indicated that the feature
had been set in open, grazed downland. Woodland
fegenerates, but by the time the Middle Bronze Age
itch system was formed, open grassland was well
tstablished. However, clearance will be localized and
Woodland must still have been a most important
clement of both the landscape and daily activites.
“Benerated woodland was present at Bridget’s
arm 4km 1o the north in the first millennium BC
(Fasham 1979y
. The cone-shaped pits 80 and 1017 were 36m apart.
“"f"." small pits formed an arc which is tangential to a
h"“Eht line between pits 80 and 1017. The five pits
i‘;ﬁh-l-i.ctﬂlc:iﬁl.!d f]“b and .u;_pn[;;i_nq:r_l -II'||_'. 1‘0{?}_1\'-'1‘“3
Lo A amlbrl and a Medieval sherd in pit 372; and
I...Il.k{:r or I_‘.::'Ir]!." Bronze Age sherd and another
Wedieval sherd in pit 368,
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The burial of an ; /- in pi
RS qu..m arrow-maker or archer in pit 1017
v rrangement of the arc of pits with pit 80

05 at an area of special importance; an are;
perhaps indicated ip ; 2l fashion.
il Ps ndicated in an almost monumental fashion,
Imt- d‘ttm_ls the case, the special area does not seem 1o

._1"' “en scparated by a physical barrier or 3 great
duft_ancc from more ordinary areas.

The cluster of pits in Area Mc, with their more
everyday contexts, were only 125-150m to the south-
WesL, .

The non-long barrow, ceremonial aspects of the
Neolithic in Hampshire remain obscure. Even if at
Easton Lane a small ceremonial area has been
recorded, and even if the holes at Burntwood Farm
rca!lg.l' t_lad contained stones (Fasham 1979 the
Neolithic of Hampshire is still different 1o neigh-
bouring areas.

EalrI}r Bronze Age. Easton Lane Phase 3
Winnall Down no phase

X

TI'II.'. ':.Ij.ﬁ'[r:ihllti.ul'.l '-'.|1. ]:,.d_rl:ﬁ" HT‘”HZL‘ "“Ef pOLLCTY across
the site suggests activity over a wide area. In certain
areas continuity with later phases is suggested by
residual Early Bronze Age potlery occurring i
Middle Bronze Age and later ditches, such as 1054
and 3765,

The two cemeteries, one to the north in Area F
and the other in the south in Area D), provide the
most interest; both are mixed cremation and inhu-
maton groups.

The northern cemetery, disturbed by Late Saxon
and Medieval activity, comprised at least two crema-
tions and one inhumation. One cremation, with a
bronze awl, was in an inverted Collared urn, and the
second cremation may also have been in an urn. The
former cremation was partly destroyed by the dig-
ging of Medieval pit 600 in which there were frag-
ments of a different Collared urn. Inhumation 595
was in a shallow grave and the deepest cremation pit
was only 0.25m in depth. The shallowness of these
burial features, if not a consequence of soil erosion,
is perhaps an indication that the burials were in an
unditched barrow. The cremations contained very
little human bone and, although it can be argued that
507 with its urn was a burial, the 33g of cremated
human bone in 598 may represent the ad hoc disposal
of the pyre remains.

There is no evidence to suggest that the southern
cemetery was originally in a barrow. It was of
triangular shape with the two inhumations forming
the base line and the double Biconical urn cremation
the apex. There was one other inurned cremation.
During excavation, three other pits with burnt
material and burnt flints were recorded as crema-
tions and are o described in Chapter 2. In these
three features there were 34g, 55g and 84g only of
burnt human bone compared to the 3,129g from the
double biconical urn and 149g from the other inur-
ned cremation. It is conceivable that the three holes
were filled with the residues and rubbish !n.m;_
funeral pyres and are not, 10 any sense, cremations o
neeEo Sodteidiate The mixed burial ntes are
specific individua
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Ellison (1978) proposed that the later settlement ar
fiford Hill in Suw_:x could 1_":: SCEN a5 im:urpnr;u:ing a
eandard range of domestic and auxiliary units of
SHUCTURES. Drewett’s interpretation of compound 4
at Black Patch (Drewett 1979) proposes a structural
hierarchy involving five huts. The interpretation
uses several classes of information which include a
comparison of size ?nd d.L‘_E:,TEL‘ tr_f terracing for each
gructure, distributions of artefacts and the rela-
tionship of the huts 1o the fenced areas and ponds.
This level of information was not available at Easton
Lane but it should be noted that the structural
groups in areas B, D and H were of comparative size
and complexity to the post-hole ground plans of the
compounds at Black Patch. If the terrace contours
and the ponds on the established plan of compound 4
are disregarded, then the remaining features are
circular structures (huts 1, 2 and 3) and 3 number of
fence lines and irregular groups of post-holes (see
Fig 1100. This highlights the problem of interpreta-
gon and even recognition of auxiliary structures.
Hut 5 in compound 4 would be extremely difficult to
pick out without the boundaries of its terrace,
although it is perhaps the same class of structure as
MS 5654 or 5657 from Easton Lane. Around and
inside many of the circular structures at Easton Lane
are recognisable, paired post-holes, which presu-
mably represent contemporary activity, though not
necessarily structural features. It would therefore
seem more informative to illustrate and consider
post-hole clusters and groups of clusters in tote than
10 over-concentrate on the more easily recognisable
svmmetrical post-hole rings.
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Finally, it should
(1983) report on the T
house (a large, 12.5m

be noted that in Reynold’s
Ec_nnx.trm;:;un of the Pimperne
el Qiameter, [ron Age structure),
s ot By el o

: ne ob the posts or stakes used would
penetrate significantly into the underlying chalk, so
It could be assumed that many of our apparu:;t.l-.-
vlu::u_::_.:ml traces of round-houses represent the tip of
L ::. ;;;m;ﬁa::;]ut'.lljrrmit -]u:: E-lrf..-hal.':ig.- surrounded
g In.n i ol slighter construction which

M0 trace in the bedrock.

f"il'lhaug]_-L It 15 not possible to prove that all the
structures in this phase were exactly contemporary,
and indeed structures 2373 and 2375 could not have
been, it is possible to consider some of the structures
as turm_mg discrete groups. The best example of this
occurs in Area H where a circular structure, 5636,
formed a small self-contained group with RS 5637
and MS 5652, potentially a house with artached
tence, animal pens (MS 5652) and a four-post struc-
ture (RS 5637, granary 2). In Area B, the sizeable
circular structure 2341 could well have controlled
the nearby possible animal pens MS$ 5654 and MS
5657.

Again, in Area D, the closeness of structures 4008,
4009, 5653 and 4010 suggests that their physical rela-
tionship mirrored a social relationship. M5 4010 wasa
major structure of unusual form and would certainly
have provided the focal point of this group, while
structures 4008 and 4009 (if they were used as houses)
could have housed dependants tied by blood or
social links. Structure 5653 was less well represented
on the ground and may have provided auxiliary,
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covered working space. A joint family group could
be postulated if all these structures were contem-
porary. However, structure 4010 represents a
distinct deviarion from the accepted norm for
Middle Bronze Age houses and so could indicate a
similar unusual social group, or activity in the area.
Structure 4010 was a round-ended, rectangular
building with symmetry abourt its short axis. The
rounded ends and lack of symmetry about the long
axis could suggest that it was not a variation on a
long house but an early experiment in semi-detached
residences of two circular houses.

The only other broadly contemporary structure in
Wessex, which is of a comparable form, was exca-
vated at Down Farm, Dorset (Bradley and Green
pers com). It was about twice as long as the Easton
Lane example and seems to have more in common
with European types. However, a rectangular building
17m by 6m excavated in 1967 at Nijnsel in Holland
had one rounded end and a complex arrangement of
internal posts (Beex and Hulst 1968). The excavators
regarded the structure as a long house in the true
sense with a living area and a byre under one
continuous roof. A French example of a rectangular
post-built structure with one rounded end was
recently excavated at Bucy-le-Long in Picardy by

Mlle Pommepuy. The ground plan was 17,5m by
Sm and showed symmetry about its short axis iFig
1113 The rounded end was C‘l?‘l'l?iidl:flld o be a
strengthening device to counteract the effects of the
prevailing wind (Massy 1983, 231-61).

Various combinations of structure groups can be
proposed for Area D, none of which are mutually
exclusive (Fig 53). )

Combination 3 repeats several similarities with the
enclosure at Down Farm where a pair of circular
buildings were replaced and enclosed within a fenced
and partly ditched area, within which a sequence of
circular and rectangular buildings is proposed (Brad-
ley and Green pers com). Combination 3 has the
rectangular building facing west into a vard in which
stands circular structure 4009, A fence line ran north
and south from the rectangular building to enclose a
quarter of a circle against either fence lines or
lynchets at the south and ditch 1810 in the west,
Circular structures 4008 and 5653 were outside that
enclosure. Within the enclosure were a range of two-
and four-post structures and another fence. This
could be regarded as a single domestic unit, similar
to those proposed by Ellison (1978}, developing
adjacent to the slightly earlier cemetery.

Combination 1 was an arrangement of three arcs of

BUCY-LE-LONG

BRONZE AGE STRUCTURE
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posts again delimiting the quadrant defined by ditch
1810 and fence/lynchet in the south. Possible entran-
ces in the inner arc were lined up with a funnel
entrance through its outer arc leading to the south of
the cemetery. This arrangement obviously hints at a
ceremonial function. Associated with it could have
teen circular structures 4008 and 5653,

The I-..-_“;,,-jhjc uumhmatmn_ﬁ__nr structures makes
interpretation of Area D difficult. The cemetery
wems 1o be slightly earlier than the structures and so
1 possible ceremonial arrangement of structures may
have come first, to be supported by more domestic
considerations, although, of course, a ceremonial
function may have continued right through.
Equally, domestic function may have been contem.
porary with the cemetery.

Srructure 2159 stood apart from the rest of the
Bronze Age structures both in form and location. It
occurred in @ corner of the Middle Bronze Age ditch
system and consisted of an oval of sixteen large,
closely-spaced post-holes. It was similar to Buur-
man's temporary crop storage structures (Buurman
1979, Fig 1, type ¢) and its position in a field corner
is perhaps apposite. The smaller, similar but later
structures B and C at Winnall Down (Fasham 1985,
13 and 127) were also suggested as grain storage
facilities akin to the Scottish byre (Dunbar 1932;
Monk and Fasham 1980). Unfortunately further
evidence of cereal crop processing or storage was not
recovered and so the parallel cannot be pursued
further,

C3 3918 at the north of the site has been reported
# Late Neolithic, If, however, it was contemporary
with the Middle Bronze Age occupation its awkward
isolation on the north-facing slope may represent a
social element, perhaps a punishment or isolation
because of disease, physical or mental.

The relationship of structures to ditches was
complex. There was only one physical relationship,
where the post-hole ring from CS 4009 could have
intersected Ditch 1810 in Area D. The apparent
absence of post-holes from the upper fill of the ditch
does not necessarily mean that the structure pre-
dated the ditch as it could have been built between
rectts of the ditch. The structures were on the
hillside and related to the contours, while the ditch
systems strike against the contours, and thus it may
be that the structures are earlier. However, ditch
1810 originally stopped on the southern limit of Area

and indicates a contemporaneity with one phase of
&ty in that area. If the structures in Areas B, C
ad E are taken as one group and Area D as another
#toup then the Middle Bronze Age structures can be
;""f““ a5 moderate-sized units comparable with both
ord Hill (Burstow and Holleyman 1957) and Black
XCh (Drewett 1979), and called small farmsteads
SUTOUD A sites) by Ellison (1981). At Black Patch the
*ttlement units, of which the excavated site is but
z:':*t“'ﬁfﬁ scattered over an area but linked to one
I'““iﬂ'r within the contemporary ficld system by
icks. At Rowden in Dorset the huts were not

o, i :
#10Uped as in the Sussex examples but were isolated,
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even :E_]Lnkcd by lynchet tracks (Woodward forth-
coming). The Easton Lane structures do not appear
:;: ]1Iii‘-'ﬂ been integrated into the field system, I'ﬂ;l;,r.
L4} unulhl-r m't:rda / '-']1_:‘ b 20! cme I_ucalinn
The Middl. & nut:n r of years or centuries.
ronze Age occupation, when the pits
from Winnall Industrial FEstate are included
fﬂawkceg If.Hi'S*L does extend over 3 large area and. in
E;;;’é?b of size, faJt_n. into Ellison’s Group B (Ellison
) of large defended enclosures. Faston Lane is
large but undefended. The size of the site, rather
than the display of its defensive (or delimiting)
boundary may be more important. In her discussion
of settlement and regional exchange, Ellison has
examined the relationship between the small (Group
ﬁt_] an_d large (Group B) sites and the regional dis-
}r_lh:mfm of pottery and metalwork (Ellison 1980),
The _i:asmn Lane site lies close to the theoretical
junction of three of the large distribution centres at
Ram’s Hill, Martin Down and Highdown Hill;
between the distribution of Type 1 and Type 11
globular urns; on the edge of the distributions af
Wessex everyday ware; not far from the junction of
Rowlands’ hoard clusters 1 and 2 (Rowlands 1976);
and in the centre of the distribution of Class 4
palstaves (Figs 112 and 113). Rowlands (1976)
argued for the development of bronze working
industries on the south coast and there is a cluster of
various bronze types in the general area of the Solent
and the Itchen valley. Assuming that the settlement
is not a small mobile farmstead, then its size and
location suggests that, in the Middle Bronze Age, the
settlement at Easton Lane may have been an impor-
tant element in the distribution networks of Wessex,
The site 15 in a commanding position above the River
Iichen and could easily have controlled trade into the
hinterland. The area around Winchester 15 a pre-
ferred location during the Iron Age which included
both the hillfort ar St Catherine’s Hill {Hawkes et al
1930 and the extensive enclosure under Winchester,
and during the Roman period with the establishment
of a possible fort (Biddle 1984) and a town. There is
no reason why earlier in prehistory the trading and
communication advantages of the Winchester gap
should not have been recognised.

Late Bronze Age. Easton Lane Phase 5,
Winnall Down Phase 2b

The ditch systems continued in use, with the ditches
being recut or replaced. On the Easton Lane part of
the site no structures can definitely be placed in the
Late Bronze Age, On Winnall Down there was the
small cluster of four houses, almost certainly not
contemporary, and a fence assoctated with pest-
Deverel-Rimbury pottery. The settlement could
have been continued by further buildings. in the
unexcavated area immediately west of Winnall
Down which remains archaeologically intact. ol

The later Bronze Age settlement seems l_n. h:h:
been more restricted than s M_:ddlu -B.nm.ﬂ.'. f p.a..
predecessor. [t was sel amongst field ditch systems
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ig 113. Easton Lane and the distribution of
Bronze Age metalwork along the analysis
line of Fig 112 (after Ellison 1980 and
with the addition of finds made since,
notably Hughes and Champion 1982)

which were still in use and, although the evidence for
structures was confined to one area, this does not
mean that the related activity was so reduced.

At Easton Lane there was a period early in the last
millennium BC for which there 18 no evidence, or for
which the evidence, mainly pottery, has sull not
teen wdentified.

At Old Down Farm, Andover, there was an
occupation during the ‘earliest” Iron Age (Davies
181), and on Easton Down there seems to be activity
of this period (Fasham 1982). Elsewhere in Wessex,
particularly in Wiltshire, this earliest Iron Age phase
s well represented, perhaps most interestingly at the
midden side of Potterne (Gingell forthcoming).

E.E.l_rl-"' Iron Age. Easton Lane Phase 6,
Winnall Down Phase 3

-"'ﬂ‘-huugh Early Iron Age pottery was recovered from
“a5ton Lane, mainly in Area A, no further struc-
tures were added to the Winnall Down resulis, For
the first time in at least a millennium of activity, the
Prnciple settlement was enclosed by a bank and
ditch, The internal area of the enclosure was 0.4
hectares which, it has been argued, was divided into
*Parate areas for living., weaving, grain storage and
Perhiaps bone working. In the enclosure there was
::*nc gully-buily i.'i]'l_'LlJ:.!r structure, seven pnﬂ-lmi]t
Hrcular buildings and various auxiliary structures.
_I.""' _“Ihl"lf enclosure formed a relatively self-
“Mained unit, although it is possible that the
il e ditch and bank were breached in the
"orthwest corner during this period.

EARLY MIDDLE IROMN AGE
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E.H.l‘l!!’_ Middle Iron Age. Easton Lane
7, Winnall Down no phase
There was always doubt about
activity at Winnall Down from the Early Iron Age to
Il_H: Middle Tron Age. The pattern of discontinuity
"-;-;:Ik :::;1 1.uli.}1' |.-rx[.t|1p.-r;:e.|= in the Winnall 1‘_Jm-.-|1 prusi

e discovery of Iron Age occupation features
associated with early vegetable-tempered (Fabric B3
saucepans fills a gap in the occupation sequence
known from Winnall Down. The Early Middle Tron
Age occupation recorded at Easton Lane to the west
am! northwest of the Winnall Down enclosure was
dr;[]m.'{d by the existence of the Middle-Late Bronze
Age ditch systems, with ditches 176, 729 and 1810 in
the west, ditch 1493 in the north and ditch 3692 in
the south. Ditch 928 divided the excavated part of
this settlement into northern and southern elements.
I'he zone of occupation mav extend into the unexca-
vated land west of Winnall Down.

The Early Middle Iron Age occupation included
nineteen gully and post-built circular structures. In
the southern area, south of ditch 928, there was
insufficient space between ditch 1810 and the east of
the excavations to observe any east-west spatial
patterning of features. A possible north-south
arrangement could be idenufied. CS 5602 in the
southwest corner may have been a discrete element
with an auxiliary structure, 5632, attached. Circular
structure 5634 might have been a focal point for
circular structures 5633 and 5638 and four-post
structures 2158 and 5659, It is possible that these
structures were all to the west of a north-south path.
The northern part showed clear evidence for internal
organisation. The structures were grouped on either
side of a central north-south path or road which
probably entered this part of the site between fences
LS 5645 and LS 5646. The north of the area was
defined by ditch 1493, and the evidence suggests that
there was an open space, or certainly no gully-built
houses, in a six metre wide band south of the ditch
To the east of the path, structure 2408 appeared as a
principle building with the mia-:c]tl:mrnu.w_ struciure
2410 perhaps being used as animal pens. The semi-
circular gully structures 2160 and 5612 were prob-
ably successive. Ii.hl._"_\' sEEm [0 work .i'l-;.‘.ﬁ! as shelters
for working in or behind. _.-"L :cim_:l:tr patiern ”[_
principle building, 2404, with a:nul]ur_v SEUCTUreS
was present west of the path and along ditch 176, ]:‘
this group are 4 Series of -]m_rl, straight post -'”_?’“.E':n'
ments. There was a range of structures west of ditch
176 which may be contemporary. ;

Four of the structures assigned to the Early
Middle Iron Age, 5634, 2404, 2288 and 3_41».. werc
of standard form, with l"fﬂ~"f_]‘“!*“ gullies |.|1 H_'!'-‘"m-l'f
degrees of completeness. i IIU:T- L“Ilm'LI“l.[l.r;le
rings of post-holes were apparent, alt “1.1”? il I lan .
not always possible to suggest duj_umc: internal p |r=_\,
The indications were that the |nln.'rn.||_f“'|'z5“ ‘:"\"I
quite slight, thereby making it less hkcl; |J1.|lF |d [I:,Iﬂ.l.‘
floor could have been 51'_F"P"”""‘| o st hlm_'r'nll}l‘j IF, ia
surmounting the post-ring. ]"._'j-hﬂ_[h 1|]|.:\ n. Lln_L :-:.L[
desire to minimise on timber Use in an arca of open
downland (sce Allen, above 134).

Phase

the continuity of
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(ziven that the size and extent of the inner post-
rings is unclear, it is difficult to assess the position of
the outer wall. The question arises with penannular
gullies as to whether they were foundation trenches
or drainage gullies. Certainly Pryor has cogently
argued that the gully around Structure 1, Newark
Road subsite, Area I'V (Pryor 19807, functioned as an
eavesdrip drain which fed inte a drove ditch, thereby
making it likely that the outer wall occurred some-
where between the gullv and the internal post-ring.
On the other hand, in Phase 4 of Winnall Down
(Fasham 1985), post-settings were recorded within
the penannular hut gullies, as they were in CS 2408
at Easton Lane. The reconstruction of the Conder-
ton house allowed Reynolds (1983) o observe that
the predicted drip gully below the ecave did not
occur, indeed the sheltered area encouraged the
growth of grass which in turn protected the ground.
It would seem likely therefore that, where gullies
relate 1o drainage, they are deliberately created
rather than the effect of erosion. At Easton Lane it 1s
difficult 1o see how the penannular gullies could have
worked as drains, and so they have been considered
as foundation wenches or perhaps as prepared
ground for stake emplacement, although direct evi-
dence for post-settings within gullies occurred only
with the gully around CS 2408,

A number of secondary structures were recorded
amongst the gully-built structures, eg 4019, 4020,
2410, 5633 and 2406. These were initially recognised
merely as discrete clusters of post-holes. In some it
was possible to suggest the presence of a post-ring, eg
5633, 4019 and 4020, and therefore that the struc-
tures could have been roofed. In others, £ 2406 and
5656, only recurrent patterns of post-hole arcs were
discernible, and roofed structures could not be pos-
ited. This type of arc was also recognised within
gully-built structures 2404 and 2408, and MS 2410
and MS 4019. Four-post structures and four-post
lines were also recognised.

From this it will be seen thar a variety of different
structures, which presumably fulfilled a variety of
different functions, coexisted. In the absence of
anything other than minimal recovery of artefacts
specific to structures, it is difficult to speculare
further as to the functional division of buildings.
However, the general arrangement of the structures
would seem to suggest that the four main gully-built
structures represent living space for four family-
sized units. Structures 5622 and 5602 may represent
accomodation for dependant relative groups while
the rest of the structures provided additional work-
ing and storage space. The overall lavoutr of the
structures would suggest thar most were CONTem-
porary. The division into northern and southern
arcas by the enigmatic curved ditch 928 may repre-
sentl a change of status rather than one of time. and
indeed both groups retain the same alignment on the
old Bronze Age ditch line.

The settlement in this period was as organised as
in both the carlier enclosed phase and the later,
perhaps larger, open settlement period 1o the east
However, only eight pits were of this phase and no

environmental data are available from them. When
the scarceness of the pits is compared with the
numerous Middle Iron Age pits, it is apparent that
cither further pits st remain undiscovered or that
a different form of storage served the settlemens
during this phase. Possibly _thu: small ovoid post-hole
groups discovered both inside and outside the main
structures were the result of a form of above groungd
SIOTAge.

Middle Iron Age. Easton Lane Phase §
Winnall Down Phase 4

The Middle Iron Age activity was restricted 1o
sixteen pits among and on the eastern fringe of the
Early Middle Iron Age settlement, but west of the
contemporary settlement at Winnall Down. The
Middle Iron Age settlement excavated in 19767 was
very clearly defined. A group of about 70 pits were in
i broad band running north-south. West of the pits
were circular gully and post-built structures, some
perhaps with pits in them, and two or three pits 1o
the west of the huts. The Easton Lane pits had one
distinct difference from the Middle Iron Age pits in
the east of the sentlement. Maltby (1985, 105) sug-
gested in his report on Winnall Down that the
animal bone evidence for pit 6595, the most western
pit excavated in 1976-7, contained the butchery
waste of large mammals. A similar phenomenon has
been observed on Easton Lane and Maltby has
suggested that large mammal carcasses may have
been butchered on the periphery of the site away
from the main settlement focus.

Horse remains are an important element in the
animal bone assemblages. Fish was still exploited
and the seed evidence suggests that the wetter land
of the Itchen valley may have been exploited for
grazing or hay-making. Bracken may have been
exploited for bedding; it was certainly used in the
‘banjo’ enclosure in Micheldever Wood (Fasham
I987) but care has 10 be taken to prevent bracken-
poisoning of livestock (Evans 1976).

The Iron Age sequence has revealed a picture of
settlement  mobility moving from an  enclosed
settlement adjacent to its Late Bronze Age pre-
decessor, to the edge of a ditch system laid out in the
Bronze Age and presumably sull visible, and then
back as an open (without a ditch or bank) settlement
on the site of the earlier enclosure. The west side of
the enclosure having been levelled o enable houses
to be built across the ditch, the east side must have
remained visible, as it was il'll.'UTE'H}th:d inte the
conquest period and later enclosure system.

5

Late Iron Age — Early Roman. Easton
IIG,:-,mt Phase 9, Winnall Down Phases 5 and

The complete plan of the small, first century AD
enclosure has not been revealed. The ecastern
portions of enclosures D and E lay astride the
excavation area, as did the presumed continuation of
the track along the eastern side of the system. The
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LATE SAXON AND MEDIEVAL

gputhern additions to the sequence did not seem to
he as complex as the northern enclosures and related
1w enclosure stages I and I11 of Winnall Down with,
an the excavated evidence, little subsequent refine-
ment of the system. The right-angled, two-sided
post-built structure, MS 5630, in Enclosure E has
heen assigned to this phase and is the most convine-
ings :fincump]cw‘_ structure of the first century AD,
The burial of five individuals suggested to be of this
date lay on the west edge of the enclosures.

Late Saxon and Medieval. Easton Lane
Phase 10, Winnall Down Phase 7

One of the underlying themes behind the design of
the project was the prospect of locating an Anglo-
Saxon settlement of perhaps sixth-eighth century
AD on the gentle ridge along which Easton Lane
ran. There was no such settlement. There was,
however, the Late Saxon complex in Area F. The
ditched enclosure was 40m by 16.5m with an
entrance to the east. It has always been interpreted
g5 an enclosure although it could, of course, have
been & building. However, its overall dimensions
and lack of post or plank settings, either within the
ditch or cut into the surrounding chalk, suggest
ctherwise. Dimensions such as 12.5m by 6.7m for
513 from Portchester (Cunliffe 1976, 34-39) or
ranges of about 17m by 6m for the larger eleventh-
twelfth century structures at Brighton Hill South,
Basingstoke (Fasham and Keevil forthcoming), are
common for post-in-slot construction buildings,
while the post-pit forms present at Cheddar (Rahtz
1979) were only slightly larger (¢ 17m by 8.5m for
west halls [-II1). Even structures of grear social
impertance such as the Middle Saxon timber hall at
Northampton (Williams 1985} measured only 29.7m
by 8.6m and hall A3 from Yeavering (Hope-Taylor
1977) 30m by 9.9m. Inboth cases these were main
halls with subsidiary annexes, not single con-
SIFUCTiOnS.

General Considerations

In the report on the 1976-7 excavations of Winnall
Down it was noted that the site was part of a comples
of contiguous settlements, fields and tracks spread
over 600 hectares of the Hampshire countryside
Fasham 1985, 134). In 1982/3 a further ten hectares
of that landscape was investigated, and produced
important evidence for an additional phase to the
lron Age, a phase of activity that was missing from
the Winnall Down excavations. Greater chrono-
logical depth was given to the whole landscape,
especially for various activities in the second millen-
num B,

"lh-.'_ known sequence in this landscape started in
e middle of the fourth millennium BC with con-
Siction of the interrupted ring ditch, which
TCMANs an unusual phenomenon in the archacology
o Hampshire in this period. Activity restarted about
2000 BC with the inhumation in the pit, the possible

¢ of pits immediately south and the hints elsewhere

- GENERAL CONSIDERATIONS

151

in the excavated ar
of fint-working.
I_I:n- precise nature, form and inte
dur:r_a;.: the second millennium RBC
Site Investigations record several
represented by huts and oth
and field boundaries,
cient 1o claim a contis
millennium BC,
hect

ea of domestic activity, or at least

nsity of activity
15 not clear. The
areas of activiry
€L structures, cemeteries
hl_n the evidence 15 not suffi-
ontinuity of activity in the second
- The excavation has examined ten
ares out of a prehistoric landscape of 600 hec-
tares and, if settlement generally was mobile during
the Bronze Age, then it is unlikely that a relatively
S.Tl'l"d.“ \:FCﬂ'n'ﬂ!.ll.]n would or could produce '-."r'itl.k'l'li.';.'
for continuous activity during that period. It is more
likely that the excavation has recorded AR
clements of that mobility as and when the focus of
achuvity l..'h'.rcnlill.:d i]][u the areas under iﬂ‘i'l—'.‘\li.ili,i‘.il.'l]l.
I'lt:-'l.l.'.{:'l.'l.'l' !II'I1l_"r|1'|.'|;_‘lid:l_i1 as several elements of a srmall
mobile f:ll'l'li.]f.' unit Or a5 a |.'1!"_E;_-|: 'Ir;Ldi[]g |:|;1|]'|E1|¢;.;1 the
precise evidence for Bronze Age activity is valid and
will always be a subject for reinterpretation. The
chalkland of southern England in the Bronze Age
seems to have supported a series of homesteads in
fields with occasional larger sites and defended
enclosures, supplanted by the linear ditch systems
indicative of a different agricultural regime but not
necessarily disturbing the patterns of settlement.
Four houses associated with post-Deverel-
Rimbury pottery were recorded in the Winnall
Down excavation but the next evidence for occupa-
tion was the furrowed bowls in the ditch of the
D-shaped enclosure. Once again settlement ad
moved out of the area of the mvestigation, although
within the broader landscape, there is evidence from
Easton Down (Fasham 1982) for activity in this
period. From the introduction of furrowed bowls to
the end of the first century AD, with the possible
exception of the time of the earliest saucepans, a
continuous sequence of occupation has  been
recorded and there is clear structural patterning and
shifts in focal centres of the occupation. It has been
necessary to impose crude chronological divisions in
what might be gradual shifts from the enclosed
settlement to the open settlement to the west and
open settlement back on the site of the enclosure.
Perhaps settlement mobility should be perceived as a
continuous movement rather than episodic phases
The episodic nature of this movement may account
for the changing relative frequencies of pottery [ypes
in primary positions in features or residual material.
The relationship of the second Winnall enclosure,
assuming it to be Iron Age, has not been considered,
but as with the earlier phases, only a part of the Iron
Age landscape has been investigated. TN
“There scems to be a hiarus at the _L'ud of the first
century BC when pottery {ul. that ]?_cl'm-c.l was r.\n.'.\ml.
but not in primary positions in features and 111ux.
there seem to be no substantial features. T-:r'- ”“.
conguest, however, the features and |_hl1: [Hlllh-l '-dl;'-l
present in abundance. The enclosures are o lij. i
really convincing contemporary Structures J-"." I]'i1 "\
hard o understand the nature of the u:l:mﬁ. . l-|1
the ditches of the enclosure system are filled with
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pottery. The pentagonal cropmark enclosure with an
internal rectangular feature about 400m east of the
excavations may be a Romano-British temple, but
ather components of the Roman landscape, includ-
ing the settlement foci, are not obvious.

I'he Lare Saxon enclosure on the north of the site
was a surprising discovery and was presumably used
lor agricultural purposes.

In the Winnall Down report attempts were made
o guess population size from a combination of foor
areas of huts and grain storage capacity. The data
{rom the Easton Lane excavations are insufficient to
extend that exercise, but it 15 worth just considening
the floor arca of the structures (Table 33). The
principle structure through all the scttlement stages
was the circular house; a simple post-ring initially,
but eventually incorporating a foundation gully of
some form. Most of the Bronze Age circular struc-
tures were of relatively elegant and well-designed
forms with fairly regular spacing of posts and
elements of symmetry, although some showed con-
siderable lack of co-ordination, There was only the
one terraced structure and, despite all efforts and
arguments, its date remains uncertain. The emerg-
ence of the gully form of foundation seems to occur,
as an experiment, in the Early Iron Age and is
subsequently developed later in the Iron Age. At
Little Waltham the gully-built structures dated 1o ¢
mid-third to late-second centuries BC (Drury 1978).
Even when allowing for the outer walls of post-ring
structures being outside the post-hole ring, the size
of the average structure per period increases
smoothly through time, as Table 33 shows.

lable 33. Winnall Down and Easton Lane structure sizes.

Period Average structure size
expressed as covered area
imn |:|::|'l"
Middle Bronye Age 33
Late Bronze Age 50
Early Iron Age 71
Early Middle Iron Age 106
Middle Iron Age O3

In considering the Iron Age houses in a little more
detail, if we take five structures, 2288, 2404, 2408,
3002 and 5634, as the maximum number of houses
likely to have been standing at any one time during
the Early Middle Iron Age, the resulting combined
surface area, taking the outer house walls to rest on
the penannular gullies, is 624.5m*®, At Winnall
Down, during the Early Iron Age and Middle Iron
Age. the maximum number of contemporary houses
and combined surface areas were six and 315m? and
six and 650m* respectively. This would seem 1o
reflect the expansion from the restricted area of the
Early Iron Age enclosure 1o the apen settlements of
the Early Middle Iron Age and Middle Iron Age.

Expansion, contraction and movement seem 1o he
the key elements that have been faced in understandg.
ing the landscape evidence as revealed by the exca.
valon.

In Conclusion

The project design for the investigation of the fifieen
hectares was based on a programme of 10% sampling
by transects followed by excavation of extended
areas. The first three transects ominously contained
no archaeological features, yet an area of ten hectares
eventually was cleared of topsml and .Ln'hauslugx;ﬂ
features recorded therein. The value of a sampling
strategy, as urged by Cherry, Gamble and Shennan
(1978), was demonstrated in this instance. The
archaeological results are exciting and much new datg
have been produced for several periods, both prehis-
toric and historic. In comparison with Winnall Down,
the paucity of artefacts from the site does not allow an
extension of the discussions of spatial and functional
considerations of features and feature groups.

One of the implicit problems of chalkland
archacology and the study of settlement on the chalk
15 that of the site-specific approach. It is perfectly
understandable as the only record that is preserved is
on a site by site basis rather than in terms of areas.
The wholesale extraction of gravel in river valleys,
particularly the Thames, has long enabled the per-
ception of settlement mobility through time to be
developed. At Appleford in Oxfordshire salvage and
excavation work over 20 hectares of gravel revealed
features relating to the Late Bronze Age, Iron Age
and Romano-British periods (Hincheliffe and
Thomas 1980). The excavation at Farmoor showed
seftlement mobility possibly contemporary  and
related to seasonal water levels, on the banks of the
Thames (Lambrick and Robinson 1979). On the
chalk, however, investigation into settlements has
usually been site-specific: a site has been selecred
because of its basic morphology. Hence Little
Woodbury was excavated for the Prehistoric Society
(Bersu 1940) and Gussage All Saints was selected as
modern version of Little Woodbury (Wainwright
1979}, At Old Down Farm there was a long
sequence, interrupted in the Roman period and
completed  with Anglo-Saxon  sunken-flooned
buildings { Davies 1980 and 1981,

One of the objectives of the programme  al
Brighton Hill South was the examination of the
diachronic and spatial relationship of four apparent
prehistoric - and/or Roman enclosures set in 100
hectares (Fasham and Keevil forthcoming). The
relationship proved guite dramatic because, of the
three enclosures investigated, two were Iron Age and
Boman and one was Medieval, Easton Lane pro-
duced the Opportunity to investigate a large area u-l.
chalk and observe the movements and shifts of
settlements and activities, There are times in the Last
two millennia BC when, even with the large area

excavated, there is no evidence for human activity.
For nstance, what |i'=|[‘.[1§'I'IL'l.| between the Late
Neolithic and the earlier Bronze Age, berween the

I and Late Bro
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Chapter 6

The Microfiche and Archive

The Microfiche

A microfiche is included at the back of this volume.
It contains interpretative plans of post-hole struc-
tures and appendices for the metal-working debris,
human bone, animal bone, carbonised plant remains
and land snail reports. Detailed contents are pro-
vided below,

Contents of Microfiche

Additional plans 211

Fig 114 Plan of overlapping Middle Bronze Age 3
structures 2373 and 2375

Fig 115 Plan of Middle Bronze Age structure 4010, 4
annotated version

Fig 116 Plan of Middle Bronze Age structure 4010, 5
showing idealized symmetry

Fig 117 Early Middle Iron Age structure 2404, 6
internal post-hole arcs.

Fig 118 Early Middle Iron Age structure 4019,
post-ring (blacked-in symbaols), post-hole
arcs and pairs (open symbaols).

Fig 119, Early Middle Iron Age structure 2408, ]
central post-hole and post-ring (blacked-in
symbols), ™wo arcs of posi-holes [open
symbols).

iz 120 Early Middle Iron Age structure 2406, 9
three post-hole arcs

Fig 12 Early Middle Iron Age structure I238 10
internal post-ring (blacked-in symbals),

Fig 122 Early Middle Iron Age structure 4020 11
possible structural post-ring

Fig 123 Early Middle Iron Age structure 2410, 12

. possible rectangular and creular outlines
Fig 124 Early Middle lron Age structure 3633, 13
) possible structural post-ring

Fig 128 Detaibed plan of features in transects 3, 21 4
and 24

Appendix to the Metal Working Debris

report, by P Wilthew 15-18

Last ¢

f samiple idemtification, part of Ancient Monuments Labora-
oy El--::'\.nr: Mo 4778

Appendix to the Human Bone report, by J
D Henderson and A Cameron 19-38

The Catalogue, part of Ancient Monuments Labora-
tory Report No 4636,

.].Jl.'l.l.ilill.'h the follow i']|§’. tables:

Table 34 Skull Metrics 3]
Table 35 Mandible Metrics 32

Table 36 Cranial Morphology 33
Table 37 Mandible Morphology 34
Table 38  Upper Extremity Metrics 35
Table 39  Femoral Metrics 16
Table 40  Lower Extremity Metrics 36
Table 41  Axial and Upper Extremity Mor- 37
phology
Table 42 Lower Extremity Morphology i3

Appendix to the Animal Bone report, by
Mark Maltby 3945

lakble 43 of carthe wm MNeohthic and 40
=3
T'able 44 pgoat in Neolithic and 41
ire
Table 45 Fragments of other major species in Neoli- 42
thic and Bronze Age features
Tahble 46 Fragments of canle in Iron Age and 43
omano-Hritish features.
Table 47 Fragments of 159 at in Iron Age and B Sl
Romano-British deposits.
Table 45 Fr of pig in Iron Age and 45
Fable 49 b
Table 50 47
45

lable 51

Appendix to the Carbonised Plant Remains
report, by W ] Carruthers 49-51
I =1 al \,|:|_||'\-|l_- ."\..III'.!I'.I\.".I

Appendix to the Land Snail report, by M]

iyiw
Allen 5254
List of samples submitted and sediment descrip-

LOnS.

The Archive

' i ® o O
The context numbers which were assigned 1o layers,
features and structures during excavation and post
excavation were retained in the published ri.s"'\-."”:l
y 1 thare s 1l al
Archive and publication coding 15 e pefore identica

¥ s i dich T ..._l.,'.l__j il wrelix
exceptl for SIrUcture codes WlCh  FECEives I

identifving type in the publication:
C%  Circular structure

[.S Lincar structure

M5  Miscellaneous structure

RS Rectangular structure,




156 EASTON LANE CHAPTER & THE MICROFICHE AND ARCHIVE

The finds, field records and the archive are housed
at the Hampshire County Museum Service (Acces-
sion Number A 1987 14). A copy of the microfiche is
with the National Monuments Record.

The archive consists of field records, held
drawings, post-excavation drawings and ordered files
on the different classes of artefacts and feature types.
All these records are on microfiche and are listed
below

Archive Microfiche
Sheet Numbers

Context Records 1-141
Context Finds Record 142-158
Graphics Register 159-162
Photographic Register 163-164
Sample Register 165-167

Levels Register
Site Plans and Sections
Context Summary Sheets
Special Finds Records
Flint Sorting Forms
Special Finds Register
Special Finds by Category
Special Finds by Feature
Notes on Finds and Non-
structural Features
MNotes on Structures
Draft of Report
Pottery Context Record
Feature Sherd Record
Correspondence
Specialist Reports

168-171
172-213
214-221
222218
229
230
231
232

233-237
238243
244-249
250-261
262-267
268-276
277-284

The abbreviations u
Bold numbers indic

Abercromby, J 191
Addyman, P V and
Medieva

Allen, D 1981 The
Archaeol

Allen, M ] 1984 La
1985 Lan
Easton I

— ]1986 Lan
Hampsh

— 1988 A
Groenm:

Oxford.

Allen, M | and Fen
Archaeol

Annable, F K and
Devizes .

Anon 1886-7 unritl
ApSimon, A M 195
Ashbee, P 1957 Th
Ashbee, P 1978 An
Barker, G and Wek
England

Barrett, ] and Brac
Barrert ¢

Bateman, T 1848 1
Beex, G and Hulst,
MNorth B

Bell, M 1982 The el
Later Pr

Bell, M G 1983 Val
49, 113-

Iis_:n.u, G 1940 Exca
Biddle, M 1983 The
: Acad 69

Biddle, M and Eme
Bordes, F 1961 Tyt
Bowen, H C 1975,
times, in

———— 1975b Aj

England

= 1978 *Cel
Man on

Bowen H C, Evans |
Fowler |

Bradiey, R 1980 Si
Southern

Bronze A
Bm:h_w:.-u. DR 198
lirleigh R, Longwe
Enclosur

385407,




230
231
232

233237
238243
244249
250-261
262-267
268-276
277-284
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